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CHERRIES' TITLE HOPES 
TAKEAKHOCKATBEES 



Saints are currently four points 
ahead of the Reds and could put 
Brendan Rodgers’ team firmly in 
the rear-view mirror with a win. 


Koeman said: “We put our pres¬ 
sure to the way we like to play foot¬ 
ball and, of course, closer and clos¬ 
er to the end of the season you are 
looking to the table and that’s nor¬ 
mal, but we know teams like 
Liverpool and Tottenham don’t 
struggle the whole season. 

“They always come back and we 


see it in the last few months with 
Liverpool and Tottenham, and it’s 
still a big fight to be one of them in 
the top of the league, but still we 
have four points more than 
Liverpool and if we win [then it’s] 
seven and then it will be difficult 
for them to catch Southampton.” 

Full story: Pages 2-3 
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RLYNX 


Route A Romsey - Romsey Bus Station 

North Baddesley - Bus Stop by Co-Op 
Chandlers Ford - Fryern Arcade 
Eastleigh - Bus Station 
Winchester - King Alfred Statue 

Route B Romsey - Romsey Bus Station 

North Baddesley - Bus Stop by Co-Op 
Chandlers Ford - Fryern Arcade 
Eastleigh - Bus Station 
Shirley - Shirley Precinct 


Date 

Destination 


Route 

Adult £ 

Senior £ 

Child £ 

Tues 3rd March 

Basingstoke - Milestones Museum and Shopping 

Includes Entrance 

A 

£22.00 

£21.00 

£18.00 

Tues 17th March 

Millets Farm Centre, Abingdon 


A 

£16.00 

£16.00 

£16.00 

Tues 21st April 

Salisbury and Salisbury Market 



£14.00 

£14.00 

£14.00 

Wed 29th April 

Worcester at Leisure 


A 

£22.00 

£22.00 

£22.00 

Tues 5th May 

Royal Tunbridge Wells at Leisure 


B 

£16.00 

£16.00 

£16.00 

Fri 15th May 

Afternoon at the Races - Newbury 

Includes Entrance 

A 

£26.00 

£26.00 

£26.00 

Thurs 21st May 

Stratford upon Avon at Leisure 


A 

£21.00 

£21.00 

£21.00 

Sat 23rd May 

Cardiff City at Leisure 


B 

£22.00 

£22.00 

£22.00 

Thurs 28th May 

Train ride on the Bluebell Railway and free time in East Grinsted 


B 

£32.00 

£32.00 

£25.00 

Tues 9th June 

Bradford on Avon Canal Cruise 

Includes Cruise Fare 

A* 

£23.00 

£23.00 

£23.00 


* Please note that on an A Routed trip, if marked with a star will also have a pick-up in Shirley 

Please call Tracey to make a booking or for further information: 02380 736823 
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Three familiar 
faces back 
at St Mary’s 

WHEN Liverpool make the trip to 
high-flying Southampton in 
Barclays Premier League action 
tomorrow, summer signings Rickie 
Lambert, Adam Lallana and Dejan 
Lovren will return to their old club. 

Here, the Sports Pink analyses 
the impact the trio have made at 
Airfield compared to that of Saints’ 
replacement signings Graziano 
Pelle, Dusan Tadic and Toby 
Alderweireld, who have all helped 
Southampton enjoy a stellar sea¬ 
son so far. 


LAMBERT v ALDERWEIRELD 
Since Lambert, pictured, secured 
his dream move to hometown club 
Liverpool, he has failed to cement 
his place in the first 
team. He has, how¬ 
ever, been used 
as a late substi¬ 
tute where he 
can win headers 
and poach 
goals, which 
could cause 
problems at the 
weekend for highly- 
regarded loanee Alderweireld, who 
joined from Atletico Madrid in 
September. Alderweireld has since 
played 16 league games and 
scored once, securing his place in 
the Saints back four. 



LALLANA v TADIC 
Much to the disappointment of 
Liverpool fans, England midfielder 
Lallana has not featured as often 
as was expected when he moved 
to Merseyside. He has only fea¬ 
tured in 16 games but has scored 
four goals, strikes which have 
often come when he 
has been used as a 
late substitute. 
His replacement 
at 

Southampton, 
Serbian 

schemer Tadic, 
left, has featured 
more often for the 
Saints, playing in 23 
games and scoring three times. 
Tadic will likely start the game on 
Sunday, whereas Lallana is set to 
start on the bench and could be 
brought on in the second half to 
compete against his successor for 
midfield possession. 



LOVREN v PELLE 
Lovren has also had problems 
breaking into the Liverpool first- 
team. Since his transfer in July he 
has only featured 17 times and has 
faced stiff competition for the cen¬ 
tre-back role. He is unlikely to fea¬ 
ture from the start against 
Southampton, who are expected 
to field Italian hitman Pelle, signed 
from Feyenoord for £8million after 
Lambert’s departure. Pelle has 
enjoyed more success for the 
Saints, scoring eight league goals. 
His height in the box may prove to 
be a threat from set-pieces. 


SAINTS READY 



RONALD Koeman insists Saints 
have a good chance of qualify¬ 
ing for this season’s 
Champions League - and hopes 
the lack of pressure on his 
team will help them get there. 

The visit of fellow top-four con¬ 
tenders Liverpool to St Mary’s 
tomorrow could go a long way to 
shaping Saints’ chances of reaching 
Europe’s elite club competition. 

“I think this season it’s a good pos¬ 
sibility,” said Koeman of their 
Champions League hopes. 

“It was a good possibility for other 
teams as well, but, what I said 
before, these kind of teams [are] 
never struggling a whole season, 
they’re always coming back, 
because they have really quality in 
the team and numbers in the team 
to finish on a good position in the 
table.” 

While Koeman admits his squad is 
lacking in the sort of experience 
that the likes of Liverpool, Arsenal 
and Manchester United have, he 
says that could actually help them, 
as the expectations are lower. 

HIGH PRESSURE 

“They don’t have that experience 
what have players of big teams, yes, 
because they know what happened, 
they know to play under a high 
pressure,” he said. 

“I believe we don’t have that pres¬ 
sure now at the moment, because 
we are surprising people and our 
position on the table everybody’s 
surprised about that. 

“Keep it calm and believe in your¬ 
self, believe in your teammates and 
play good football, and we will see 
what happens, and we know that we 
can beat everybody.” 

At some point, though, if Saints 
continue to remain in the thick of 
the top-four fight, Koeman concedes 
the pressure will arrive. 

“Maybe four, five games left then 
it’s more clear all the situation, but 
still we have to play 13 games and a 
lot can happen,” he said. 

“Sunday is important, because the 
first opponent that we can bring 
with a lot of distance in points then 
that’s Sunday.” 

The Saints boss added: “We put 
our pressure to the way we like to 
play football and, of course, closer 
and closer to the end of the season 
you are looking to the table and 
that’s normal, but we know teams 
like Liverpool and Tottenham don’t 
struggle the whole season. 

“They always come back and we 
see it in the last few months with 
Liverpool and Tottenham, and it’s 
still a big fight to be one of them in 



RICKIE LAMBERT 


ADAM LALLANA 


DEJAN LOVREN 


the top of the league, but still we 
have four points more than 
Liverpool and if we win [then it’s] 
seven and then it will be difficult for 
them to catch Southampton.” 

Koeman certainly has plenty of 
experience and wisdom he can pass 
on from his own decorated playing 
days, as well as his success in man¬ 
agement, and he explained he is 
doing that, but he also wants his 
players not to look too far ahead. 

“We speak about that with the 
players, and focus yourself on what 
you have to do, how you have to 
play and keep the belief and keep 


the spirit in the team and okay, but 
you can’t do anymore about that,” 
he said. 

SURPRISE 

“I know that people, the players 
around myself, around the club are 
talking about the position in the 
table and about the possibilities to 
be one of the four teams on the 
table, but it’s too early to think 
about that,” he said. “Focus on 
what we did until now and that’s 
the best way to finish on the most 
highest position on the table.” 


The Saints boss also believes that, 
despite so much of the season hav¬ 
ing passed, many people are still 
surprised by his team. 

“I think so,” he said. “I know 
exactly how people thinking. 

“They’re surprised in the begin¬ 
ning of the season. 

“After that they’re not, but after 
some defeats most of them didn’t 
expect Southampton on the fourth 
place of the table on the end of 
February.” 

So, when will they stop being sur¬ 
prised? 

“Maybe when we’ve finished on 


ALL TODAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS/LATEST TABLES: PAGE 45 
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FOR REAL TEST 



BIG TEST: Saints winger Dusan Tadic in action against Liverpool earlier 
in the season and, inset, forward Graziano Pelle. 


the fourth place on the table, then 
maybe they accept it,” he said. 

Koeman added: “I’m happy about 
how the team is doing, how the 
players are doing. 

“I know exactly what we need to 
continue like this. 

“It’s difficult because we don’t 
have that experience, we don’t have 
really that individual quality of 
players what big teams have and, 
no, little by little we have some 
players back and that was also 
influencing the last few months, but 
even in that we are still fourth on 
the league.” 


The Saints manager continued: “I 
think that people were surprised in 
the beginning maybe how we totally 
reformed the team and what we did 
in the beginning. 

FOCUSED 

“Okay, now it’s different because 
maybe the people are a little bit sur¬ 
prised about that kind of players 
and now everybody is focused and 
opponents are more focused and 
trying to do maybe more than they 
prepared in the beginning of the 
season.” 


Much of the focus tomorrow will 
be on the three returning Saints 
players - Rickie Lambert, Adam 
Lallana and Dejan Lovren. 

Koeman did not want to talk about 
them this week, but admitted it is a 
natural part of football that people 
will sometimes move on. 

Asked if the grass wasn’t always 
greener elsewhere, Koeman said: 
“It’s not always I think a reason 
for the player to do a movement 
about football. Maybe it’s about 
money. 

“We can’t pay salaries like the 
big teams in the Premier League 


pay, it’s always here less. 

“If you stay, you stay for differ¬ 
ent reasons, you stay for that you 
are more sure that you play every 
weekend and it’s not too early - it’s 
about the age of the player and 
about the experience of the player. 

“I think it’s normal that you will 
lose players if you don’t play every 
season in the Champions League, 
because that’s the intention for 
every player to be part of that.” 

Koeman did say some players can 
leave too early, though, citing 
Calum Chambers’ move to Arsenal 
last summer as an example. 

“I said to Chambers really I don’t 
think so that’s a good moment to 
change and to go to Arsenal, 
because I think you need to devel¬ 
op yourself much more than you 
are now,” he said. 

“Normally, you will play here 
much more than you will play in 
Arsenal, but finally it’s always the 
decision of the player.” 

While ex-Saints might be domi¬ 
nating the headlines this week, 
Koeman hopes it will be the club’s 
current stars who claim the spot¬ 
light tomorrow. 

IMPORTANT 

One player he would particularly 
like to see back on top form is 
striker Graziano Pelle, who has 
scored just three goals in his last 
19 club games. 

“That’s a little bit normal I think 
for strikers, that they are all about 
periods that they are more lucky 
or they had more chances to score, 
but it’s not only about scoring for 
Pelle,” said Koeman. 

“I think he needs to be important 
for the team. 

“I spoke to him this week and I 
said, ok, I wasn’t happy about his 
performance against West Ham (in 
last week’s 0-0 draw), because I 
think if we had really the good 
quality in our front players then 
we win that game, but that’s nor¬ 
mal. 

“You are not always on your best 
shape in football, and you have to 
work hard and you have to show 
that you like to be available for the 
team and to do extra training. 

“Finally, we had time to do a lot 
of training sessions this week and 
to have really the good movements 
and to create opportunities what 
we need to score goals.” 

Koeman added: “He’s a clever 
guy, he knows exactly what hap¬ 
pened. 

“Sometimes he has some difficul¬ 
ties in his body language, but 
that’s no problem because he likes 
to show his quality, he likes to 
score. 

“If he don’t score, or he don’t 
play on that level, he will be irri¬ 
tated, and not always then with the 
good body language, but it’s char¬ 
acters of people.” 


Liverpool boss 
demands more 
from Balotelli 

LIVERPOOL manager Brendan 
Rodgers has criticised Mario 
Balotelli’s work rate and told him to 
step up his contribution. 

Rodgers gave his full backing to 
striker Balotelli, pictured below, over 
the penalty furore which blew up in 
the 1-0 win over Besiktas in the 
Europa League. 

He supported the Italy internation¬ 
al stepping in front of Jordan 
Henderson, captain on the night and 
designated pre-match taker, even if 
it looked unseemly at the time. 

But when it came to Balotelli’s 
overall effort during his substitute 
appearance, Rodgers was unim- 



Rodgers responded “No, not really 
no”, when asked if he was satisfied 
with the 24-year-old’s stint against 
the Turkish side, which lasted half 
an hour. 

Rodgers said: “We need to ensure 
that whatever level of the game we 
are playing at we have everyone 
working as a team and once we got 
the penalty he stops working. 

“So he needs to improve on that 
facet of his game to play in his posi¬ 
tion, rather than 
standing on the 
side of the foot¬ 
ball field.” 

Rodgers 
added: “He has 
contributed 
against Besiktas, 
he has got the 
penalty and scored 
the goal but that is what he is paid 
to do. 

“He needs to keep that efficiency 
in his game and show that he can 
affect the team whether he is asked 
to play from the bench or from the 
start. In a different country and a dif¬ 
ferent style of football that (goal) 
would be all that matters but in this 
team there is more to it than that.” 

Injured captain Steven Gerrard, as 
a guest television pundit, called 
Balotelli “mischievous” and “disre¬ 
spectful” for taking on penalty 
duties. 

Rodgers said Balotelli - who has 
scored 27 out of 29 from the spot in 
his career - was following the long- 
established order agreed earlier in 
the season. 

“There has probably been a lot 
more of a drama been made out of 
it than it actually was,” said the 
Reds boss. 

“With the players who were initial¬ 
ly on the pitch last night Jordan was 
our nominated taker. 

“But if Jordan and Steven and 
Mario are on the pitch at the same 
time we would normally have 
Steven and Mario as the penalty- 
takers. 

“History shows he (Balotelli) has 
scored nearly 30 penalties in big 
games so he is an outstanding 
penalty-taker, but none of them 
were on (at the start) so you have to 
nominate someone. 

“Jordan was happy enough to 
take it but he gave it to Mario.” 


TERRY PAINE’S EXCLUSIVE COLUMN: PAGE 7 
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Burnley get 
a point at 
the Bridge 

TEN-man Chelsea dropped two 
points at Stamford Bridge as the 
Barclays Premier League leaders 
were held to a 1-1 draw by strug¬ 
gling Burnley. 

Defender Branislav Ivanovic’s 
fourth goal in six appearances put 
the hosts ahead after Eden 
Hazard had brilliantly 
skipped past 
four players. 

However, 

Nemanja 
Matic, right, 
was dis¬ 
missed mid¬ 
way through 
the second half 
after he reacted 
violently to an excessive challenge 
by Ashley Barnes, meaning he 
now misses next weekend’s 
Capital One Cup final. 

Barnes, who escaped any sanc¬ 
tion for the tackle and could face 
retrospective action, forced 
Thibaut Courtois into a brilliant 
save but from the subsequent cor¬ 
ner Ben Mee scored nine minutes 
from time. That gave renewed 
hope to second-placed 
Manchester City in their late kick¬ 
off at home to Newcastle. 

Welbeck is 
on song for 
the Gunners 

ARSENAL leapfrogged 
Manchester United, who slipped 
to a first defeat in seven matches 
at Swansea, into third after a 2-1 
win at Crystal Palace. 

Danny Welbeck, below, had a 
hand in both goals - 
both disputed by 
the Eagles. 

He was 
brought 
down by 
Papa Souare 
for Santi 
Cazorla’s 
eighth-minute 
penalty, and then 
had a shot parried by Julian 
Speroni for Olivier Giroud to con¬ 
vert from close range for his 
eighth in 11 matches. 

Glenn Murray notched a late 
consolation for the home team. 

Swans get 
a double 
over United 

SWANSEA recorded their first 
league double over an in-form 
Manchester United, who had 
taken 34 points from the last 45, 
by coming from behind to win 2-1. 

Midfielder Ander Herrera’s sec¬ 
ond goal in six days put the visi¬ 
tors ahead midway through the 
first half but Ki Sung-yueng, who 
scored in the 2-1 win at Old 
Trafford on the opening day, con¬ 
verted Jonjo Shelvey’s pass two 
minutes later before Shelvey 
drilled home from 30 yards after 
the break. 






PROGRESS: Maya 
Yoshida has helped 
raise Saints’ profile in 
Japan. 


KRUEGER 
SO KEY TO 


YOU’VE got to hand it to Saints, they certainly 
have some characters as chairmen. 

The latest of those is Ralph Krueger. 

Adam Rant was fortunate enough to get an 
audience with Krueger this week, and again 
found him an interesting and engaging guy. 

Krueger is all about the power of positivity. 

He is someone who has enjoyed a professional 
playing and coaching career in his chosen 
sport, which is ice hockey. 

He also has fingers in business pies, and in 
motivational speaking as well. 

It’s easy to see why he would be a success at 
things like that. 

At times Krueger says a lot and you begin to 
wonder where he is going, but then he pulls 
you back in and rounds off his points. It’s a 
really engaging way he has of explaining things 
and answering questions. 

He’s a man who understands what sport is 
about, what success is about. 

It’s why he has been so good for Saints. 

Though Krueger, pictured below, is the head 
honcho it is obvious his key task is delegating 
well. 

He has empowered people throughout the 
club, just as any forward thinking business 
should, and they have responded. 

Saints are not a club that could currently be 
accused of dictatorial direction from the top. In 
a general sense you do not get the best from 
your staff that way, you merely suppress them, 
have them resent you, and ultimately do it as 
an act of self preservation, an act of fear. 

Krueger has Les Reed running the football 
side, Ronald Koeman the team, Gareth Rodgers 
and David Bence the finances. 

It is left to him to be the front man of the 
whole thing, the talker, the communicator, the 
person who also liaises with the owner. 

Goodness me he’s a done a good job at it. 

You can almost imagine Krueger waiting 
around the corners of St Mary’s to give staff 
members a locker room style pat and a ‘you’re 
doing a great job’. 

He’s a motivator. 

It was interesting to hear him talk of his own 
future, and that he is only committed to St 
Mary’s for the rest of this season. 

Krueger’s value to the club comes less in 
what he does, and more in who he is, and it is 
important he is convinced to stay. He didn’t 
seem opposed to it, and Saints surely have the 
money to retain him. 

His power of positivity has helped change the 
face of Saints. 

Many club 
employees and 
those closely 

5 associated with 


outside organi- 
aX sations can easi- 
H ly remember a 
j markedly different 
it atmosphere. 

" This is inclusive, 
fresh, modern and 
exciting. How that 
k has translated to 
H the pitch as well. 
m Krueger has been 
«k at the forefront at 
that, and long may 
he continue. 


FOOTBALL RESULTS AND STANDINGS - SEE PAGE 45 
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SUCH A MASSIVE GAME AT ST MARY’S 


THIS is such a massive game for 
Saints this weekend as they wel¬ 
come Liverpool to St Mary’s. 

Leaving aside the subplot of 
the returns of Rickie Lambert, 
Adam Lallana, pictured right, 
and Dejan Lovren, it is a 
huge game in the context 
the season. 

Saints have come through 
a tough spell of injuries and 
a couple of below par results 
at home still in the top four as 
the weekend’s fixtures kicked off. 


You feel they really need to 
remain there once the weekend is 
done to give themselves the best 
chance of finishing the cam¬ 
paign in those places. 

Some say this is a bigger 
game for Liverpool than 
Saints, and you can under¬ 
stand what they mean. 
Defeat for Liverpool would 
be a big problem for them. 
But after some patchy St 
Mary’s results, Saints need to 
get back onto the front foot at 


home as they push to the end of 
the campaign. 

It’s a game that should suit them 
a little more as Liverpool will prob¬ 
ably come and try to play football, 
leaving a bit of space for Saints to 
do the same. That will be handy 
given how hard Saints have found 
it against teams that come in and 
sit in. 

If Saints can pull off a famous win 
and take another three points, the 
chances of European qualification 
grow immeasurably. 


Victory would put them seven 
points clear of Liverpool, and 
greatly increase the chances that 
Saints will finish above them, espe¬ 
cially given the Reds have such a 
tough run-in. 

If you are then thinking that 
Saints will finish in the top six, then 
even in the worse case scenario 
they will surely qualify for Europe 
with places bound to be added to 
the five up for grabs already in the 
league from the cup competitions. 

What an important match this is. 


EVEN in modem day football patience 
can still be a virtue. 

We are not used to seeing too much of it 
these days, with managers, players, even 
owners and chairmen of clubs coming and 
going with a degree of regularity. 

The race is always on to reach the next mile¬ 
stone, and if that doesn’t happen in a few 
weeks unrest starts to grow and spirals out of 
control. 

In an age of social media, instant messaging 
and simple mass communication, those seeds 
of discontent are sewn and cultivated quicker 
than they ever have been before. 

In such a global environment, and with 
interest continually growing abroad in the 
Premier League, the opportunities are 
greater than ever before. 

The Asian market, the American market, 
the African market, 
these are all areas 
supposedly rife to 
be exploited for 
massive financial 
gain by our top 
teams. 

But there is a cau¬ 
tionary note here. 

You have to be 
sensible, well pre¬ 
pared and make 
sure you can walk 
before you run. 

Saints chairman 
Ralph Krueger this 
week talked justifi¬ 
ably glowingly about the progress at the club, 
its increasing reach abroad and the opportu¬ 
nities that presents. 

There was even talk of a potential far flung 
pre-season trip to try and promote the club. 

Saints need to be cautious though. 

This is a fair idea, and one they are right to 
be considering, but this feels a year too early. 

We are after all in late February now and 
there are no concrete pre-season plans in 
place. 

In contrast, Liverpool this week confirmed 
that their fixtures half way around the 
world in Australia had already sold out. 
One match will be played in front of 95,000 
fans. 

It proves there is appetite for this, a brand to 
be promoted and money to be made. 

But everything one step at a time. 

Liverpool are historically a massive club 
with huge fan reach across the globe. 

They also know their likely schedule, and 
that there is a reasonable chance they will be 


Adam Bant 


in Europe next season. For them this is noth¬ 
ing new, they know how to juggle all these 
commitments. 

Saints on the other hand may well be gain¬ 
ing recognition and turning heads across the 
world, but these are still early days. 

The global market is there to be cracked of 
course, and the Saints story is an endearing 
one as it is different from the narratives of the 
established big clubs. 

They must though ensure that this year 
football priorities 
take precedence. 

While the likes 
of Liverpool and a 
few other giants 
have long since 
planned and 
announced their 
trips, and calcu¬ 
lated how 
they fit in 
with their 
own cal- 
e n d a r 
and 
schedule 
and 

preparation, Saints are still deciding. 

That this is the case at this time of 
year with so much uncertainty over 
where they will finish and what impli 
cations that will have, means in itself 
it would be right to put this on 
hold. 

Saints are looking increasing¬ 
ly likely to qualify for Europe. 

It could be the Champions 
League, it could the Europa 
League, they could go straight 
into the group stages, they 
could need a qualifier. 

In the worst case sce¬ 
nario that would be at 
the end of July. 

With this season 
running until the end o: 

May, and chances are we 


SAINTS FLOP: Tadanari Lee. 


won’t know for sure whether Saints will 
qualify for Europe until then, and an interna¬ 
tional fixture programme into mid June, is it 
really sensible to go a long way from home 
for a tour as much about promotion as foot¬ 
ball in what would have to be early and mid 
July? 

Adam Rant would almost certainly be there 
too, and would love a trip to America, but 
being honest can’t help but think it feels a bit 
rushed. 

Saints have had form in trying to push 
things like this before, under a previous 
regime. Anybody remember Tadanari Lee? 
He was the Japanese version of David 
Beckham apparently. 

There was talk of huge shirt sales, of promo¬ 
tions in Japan, tours out there, even translat¬ 
ing the programme into Japanese and ship¬ 
ping it out. 

As it turned out not only did the 
player fail to succeed on the pitch 
but nothing of the sort happened off 
of it. 

Only now are Saints starting to 
enjoy a peak of interest in Japan, 
thanks to Maya Yoshida, and that 
has taken years of work and hard 
graft from the player as well. 

These things cannot be hurried. 

A 2016 tour, planned and 
announced and factored in well in 
advance seems a perfectly rea¬ 
sonable thing for Saints to 
do. 

This summer perhaps 
is better to remain low 
key and in Europe, 
allowing Ronald 
Koeman and his 
squad the best 
chance to prepare 
« for whatever it 
pS is they are fac¬ 
ing next season. 
It might not be 
the most exciting, 
but Saints these days are very 
logical in their decision making. 
It has served them brilliantly, 
so stick with the formula. 





LOSING START: New Aston 
Villa manager Tim Sherwood 
saw his side slip to defeat 
against Stoke in his first 
game in charge. 

No winning 
start for 
Sherwood 

TIM Sherwood’s first match in 
charge could not halt Aston Villa’s 
losing run as they slipped to a 
sixth successive 
defeat to Stoke. 

A glancing 
header from 
on-loan 
Manchester 
City winger 
Scott Sinclair 
- his second in 
as many games - 
was cancelled out by Marne Biram 
Diouf on the stroke of half-time. 

Victor Moses, pictured, above 
then converted a 90th-minute 
penalty after he was brought 
down by Ron Vlaar - a challenge 
which earned the Villa captain a 
second yellow card. 

Barton off 
as Hull 
beat QPR 

JOEY Barton was sent off for the 
ninth time in his career as QPR 
lost 2-1 at Hull. 

The Hoops captain, pictured 
below, was already on a Premier 
League record run of seven con¬ 
secutive yellow cards and was 
dismissed for a below-the-belt 
blow on Tom Huddlestone. 

QPR striker 
Charlie Austin, 
back from 
injury, scored 
his 14th of the 
season to 
cancel out 
Nikica 

Jelavic’s 16th- 
minute opener 
for Dame N’Doye to snatch victory 
a minute from time. 

A goalless draw at home to West 
Brom did little to ease 
Sunderland’s worries near the foot 
of the table, with Adam Johnson’s 
disallowed goal the closest either 
side came to breaking the dead¬ 
lock at the Stadium of Light. 
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AND so it is upon us. 

The match that is, for many of us, the 
game of the season. 

The arrival of Liverpool at St Mary’s. 

Ever since Dejan Loven departed in the 
summer, this is the game we’ve been wait¬ 
ing for. 

The first meeting of the season at Anfield 
was disappointing, mainly because Saints 
hadn’t hit their stride and were still very 
much a side in transition. 

This Sunday’s game is fascinating, pure¬ 
ly and simply for the reason that there’s 
nothing between the two teams. 

Saints, despite the odd wobble, have 
shown they deserve to be in the hunt for a 
place in Europe, while Liverpool are 
improving but vulnerable. 

Flip a coin as to who ends up on top. 

The path Saints are on isn’t completed 
overnight. 

The players we acquired in the summer 
helped us get back to where we were last 
season, and last season we were knocking 
on the door on a European place. 

The fact we’re currently inside rather 
than knocking on that door shows the 
immense impact Ronald Koeman has 
made at St Mary’s. 

The chances are that Saints will proba¬ 
bly fall just short of a place in Europe this 
season. 

Not for lack of quality or want of trying, 
more for the fact that the clubs around 
them just have the sort of resources that 
we can only dream of. 

In the real world, any prospective foot¬ 
baller would view playing for 
Southampton as being as enticing as play¬ 
ing for the likes of Tottenham or 
Liverpool. 

Now, before you laugh, think about it. 

A decent-sized club, well run, well sup¬ 
ported and with decent-sized finance. 

If you’re good enough then you can get 
first team football and there’s a very real 
chance of a good cup run or a place in 
Europe. 

CHANCE OF SILVERWARE 

In terms of achievement, you stand as 
much chance of silverware or a place in 
Europe with Saints as with either of those 
two clubs. 

Spurs have won the League Cup once in 
the last 20 years. 

Liverpool might have a sniff at a cup win 
every now and then, but they are as far 
away from glory as we are. 

The change in fortunes between 
Liverpool and Saints over the last year has 
been quite remarkable, even more so with 
the players that jumped ship. 

Rickie Lambert has gone from England 
and Saints first teamer to becoming a bit- 
part player in both set ups. 

Brendan Rogers has, quite simply, 
ruined Lambert. 

He is shadow of the man he used to be 
and, in the space of a year, his career has¬ 
n’t just stalled. It’s non-existent. 

Dejan Lovren has become something of a 
joke. 

Liverpool’s recent revival would seem to 
coincide with Lovren being dropped. 

The man has gone from hero to zero and 
even the most ardent Liverpool fan couldn’t 
argue against the fact that he’s been a spec¬ 
tacular failure. 

In Lovren, Liverpool paid £20 million for a 
player they would probably give away if they 
could. 

Only Lallana has been anything like a suc¬ 
cess but, even then, nowhere near the sort of 
success he had at St Mary’s. 

Lallana’s media machine has kicked into 
full apology mode this week, showing gen¬ 
uine remorse at the way he left and how 
much he cared about the club. 

Of course Adam, so much that whilst a 
Southampton player you were signing 


FAMILIAR FACES: Former 
Saints Rickie Lambert, main 
pic, and Adam Lallana, inset, 
will return to St Mary’s with 
Liverpool tomorrow. 
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Liverpool shirts in Brazil and, having very 
publicly stated he would talk to Koeman 
before making a decision, made one anyway 
without so much as phoning the Dutchman. 

His contrite and seemingly genuine com¬ 
ments should have been made months ago, 
not just before his return to St Mary’s. 

Time has moved on. 

The likes of Lambert, Lallana and Lovren 
are no loner of any interest to me other than 
having a sly chuckle at their fall from grace 
(Lambert aside, of course). 

Time has moved on, and so have we. 

I’m no longer bitter at them, I just wish that 
players we once admired and respected could 
have left the club with a little more class. 

Rickie Lambert showed tremendous class 
in the way he left the club. No one could 
begrudge him a move to his boyhood club 
and the way he did it showed the true mea¬ 
sure of the man. 

Players come and go - that’s football, I get 
that. 


As a Saints fan, I always have but it’s 
the way they leave that leaves a mark. 

Adam Lallana felt he was bigger than 
the club, his full page advert in the 
Southern Daily Echo showed him in a poor 
light. It screamed: “Rickie did it, it worked, 
I’ll try it too.” 

It failed miserably. 

LIFE MOVES ON 

But, win or lose, the important thing is 
showing Liverpool, Brendan Rogers and all, 
that life moves on. 

Rogers may well have had no sympathy for 
Saints when he took three players from us in 
one summer. 

But I’d hazard a guess and suggest he’d 
want a whole load of sympathy if Liverpool 
fail to qualify for Europe or win any silver¬ 
ware. 

In fact, I highly doubt he’d survive anoth¬ 
er season of failure. 


In 

closing, 
this is the 
game all 

Saints fans 

want the club i 
win, to put the 
ghosts of the past 
firmly to bed and 
move on to the next 
level. 

That next level is fin¬ 
ishing above Liverpool and 
Tottenham, and on a regular 
basis. 

It’s achievable, you just have to 
believe... 




_ 


_ 
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The Saints legend’s (eXCLITSIVE] column on all things football 



OVERSHADOWED: PSG fans light flares during the Champions League round of 16 first leg soccer match between Paris 
Saint Germain and Chelsea. 


BY NOW, I am sure we have all 
seen the depressing images of 
a rabble of Chelsea fans refus¬ 
ing a local Parisian man 
access to a Metro train in the 
French capital. 

The supporters were there for 
the Blues’ first European night of 
2015, as their team took on PSG in 
the last 16 of the Champions 
League. 

Chelsea earned what could well 
prove to be an excellent 1-1 draw 
in the first leg, but little of the talk 
since Tuesday night has been 
about the game. 

Instead, it has been about a 
group of all-white males pushing 
and shoving a bemused black man 
back onto the platform at the 
Richelieu-Drouot Metro station, 
as he attempted to board a train. 

Any suggestions that this act 
could have been misinterpreted or 
misrepresented by the media 
would have immediately been 
proved false when the subsequent 
chant was heard - “We’re racist, 
and that’s the way we like it.” 

Obviously, it is not the way all 
Chelsea fans like it. 

After all, this is a club owned by 
a Jewish Russian, managed by a 
Portuguese man, and which 
recently voted Didier Drogba as 
the greatest player in their histo¬ 
ry. 

Few clubs, in fact, have benefited 
from the influx of foreign talent 
like Chelsea. 

From their 25-man registered 
Premier League squad, twelve are 
non-White, only six are English, 
and their star player, Eden 
Hazard, is a practising Muslim. 

So, the paradox is obvious. 

How could these fans who were 



pictured on the video enjoy 

Drogba’s winning penalty in the 

2012 Champions League final, and 
then abuse a stranger for being of 
the same ethnicity? 

How could they cheer for Marcel 
Desailly, Michael Essien or 

Salomon Kalou, and then treat a 
man on his way home from 
work as a second-class citi¬ 
zen just because he’s 

black? 

It is, of course, comfort¬ 
ing that the majority of 
Chelsea fans surely do 5 
not possess the same ^ 
despicable views as these 
embarrassments. 

But that is not to say 
that we should over- 
look the fact that 
racist and divi- / 
sive views still 
persist in the & 
darkest cor¬ 
ners of the 
club’s fan- 
base. 

Many /'l 


unpalatable actions and views of 
the Shed Boys and their succes¬ 
sors, the Chelsea Headhunters, 
who have had links to white 
supremacist groups - notably 
touched upon in Donal 
MacIntyre’s 1999 documentary for 
the BBC. 

In the last ten years, 19 of the 
Premier League’s 174 Banning 
Orders for racist chants 
have been issued to Blues 
fans - the second most of 
any club in the division. 

To some, the actions of the 
Blues supporters at 
Richelieu-Drouot will con¬ 
stitute a rare anomaly for a 
club so culturally and ethni¬ 
cally diverse. 

_. But it also proved that 

I elements of bigotry, and 

even hooliganism, have 
not completely gone 
away - and that is 
probably the case 
among the fanbase of 
many clubs 

i ' throughout the 

W'^l'L^EyV country. 

Charlton 
Athletic is 
consid- 


know 


of ;..rP 
e 


ered to 
be one of 
the most inclu¬ 
sive clubs in England, 
but, as recently as 2012, nine 
fans were arrested for 
chanting ‘there’s only one 
Gary Dobson’ on a London 
train, in honour of the 
Stephen Lawrence murder¬ 
er. 

The fact of the matter is 
that there’s still a segment 


of fans who view disorder as part 
of the away day, or general foot¬ 
ball, experience. 

There are many excellent cam¬ 
paigns, such as ‘Say No to 
Racism’, ‘Respect’ and ‘Kick It 
Out’, that Chelsea and all other 
clubs participate in, and which 
have gone a long way to improving 
what things used to be like, but 
completely curing the disease of 
racism in the terraces is hard. 

The only option is to maintain 
the pressure as much as possible. 

Chelsea have acted swiftly in 
condemning the actions of their 
Neanderthal fans, supporting any 
criminal charges against them 
and promising to issue further 
banning orders for any season 
ticket holders, or members, found 
guilty. 

The FA have followed up with a 
likewise statement of solidarity on 
the issue. 

But is it enough to quash the 
threat of similar events in the 
future? Probably not. 

Racism is a societal problem, as 
much as it is a footballing prob¬ 
lem, after all. 

The only thing the authorities, 
Chelsea and the FA can do is try 
their very hardest to keep these 
idiots away from stadi¬ 
ums, pubs and public 
transport on matchdays 
for as long as the 
law allows. 

The more that 
are weeded out, 
eventually, the 
weaker they’ll become - but at 
some subservient level, racism 
always will continue to rear its 
ugly head and besmirch the name 
of English football. 

And that, for everyone, is very 
sad. 


Open TV 
switch a 
turn-off 
for all 
golf fans 

AS an avid golfer all my life, 
and still playing off the senior 
tees with a handicap of 14,1 
was annoyed to read that the 
Open Championship will 
become the property of Sky 
television after 2016. 

The R&A, who organise the 
tournament, have allowed this 
prestigious event, which the 
BBC have brilliantly brought to 
our screens since the early 
1950s, to be swallowed up by 
the Sky Sports juggernaut. 

The reasoning that golf has 


lost a number of players 
coming into the game as one of 
the fac- 

tors for 
selling 
out is 

r « 

pathetic. 


To be 

1 il 

able to 

■ 

watch 


the Open 

Wk Jm 

on the 


national 

j 

broad- 

caster 


must be the biggest 
encouragement for any 
youngster wishing to take up 
the game. 

On top of that, we will miss 
the outstanding commentary of 
the great Peter Allis, pictured 
above, who is now 84. 

His description of the action 
is second to none and, as a 
player, his striking ability was 
superb. 

I used to watch him play in 
what was the Strong’s 
tournament, at the municipal 
golf course in Southampton. 

Peter was attached to the 
Parkstone Golf Club, in Dorset, 
and a former Ryder Cup player. 

The production by Sky will 
now be interrupted by adverts, 
taking away so much 
enjoyment that the BBC 
produced with their continuous 
coverage. 

I also believe that the national 
broadcaster should be given 
the rights for the Derby, the 
Grand National, and Wimbledon 
- to ensure they are events that 
the whole of the British public 
can enjoy. 
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Saints Spotlight 



SAINTS’ FIRST TEAM FIXTURES AND RESULTS 2014/15 





m 

PI 

CO 

n 

51 


71 

81 

91 

101 

Tig 

121 

M3| 

141 

AUGUST 

















Sat 17 Liverpool. 

.A 

L 1-2 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 

Wanyama 

Tadic* 

S Davis** 

W-Prowse 

Pelle 

Long* 

Isgrove** 


Sat 23 West Brom . 

.H 

D 0-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 

Wanyama 

Tadic 

S Davis* 

W-Prowse** 

Pelle 

Long* 

Cork** 


Tues 26 Millwall (LC 2). 

.A 

W 2-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Targett 

S Davis 

Wanyama** 

Isgrove* 

Long*** 

W-Prowse 

Pelle 1 

Tadic* 

Cork 1** 

Ramirez*** 

Sat 30 West Ham. 

.A 

W 3-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 2 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse** 

Long* 

Pelle 1 

Ramirez* 

Cork** 


SEPTEMBER 

















Sat 13 Newcastle. 

.H 

W 4-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork 1*** 

Schneiderlin 1 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long* 

Pelle 2 

Wanyama* 

W-Prowse** 

Gardos*** 

Sat 20 Swansea. 

.A 

W 1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida* 

Bertrand 

Cork** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse*** 

Tadic 

Long 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

S Davis** 

Wanyama 1*** 

Tues 23 Arsenal (LC3). 

.A 

W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Targett** 

Wanyama 

Schneiderin 

S Davis 

Tadic 1 

Mane* 

Pelle 

Long* 

Bertrand** 


Sat 27 QPR. 

.H 

W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 1 

Wanyama** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic*** 

Mane* 

Pelle 1 

Long* 

Cork** 

Targett*** 

OCTOBER 

















Sun 5 Tottenham. 

.A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic 

Mane 

Pelle 

Long* 



Sat 18 Sunderland . 

.H 

W 8-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork 1 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Tadic 1 

Long** 

Pelle 2** 

Wanyama 1* 

Mane** 

Mayuka*** 

Sat 25 Stoke . 

.H 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Tadic 

Mane 1 

Pelle 

Wanyama* 

Gardos** 


Weds 29 Stoke (LC4). 

.A 

W 3-2 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos** 

Targett 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Tadic 

Long 1 

Pelle 2 

Cork* 

Alderweireld** 


NOVEMBER 

















Sat 1 Hull. 

.A 

W 1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 1 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long* 

Pelle 

Mane* 

Cork** 


Sat 8 Leicester. 

. .H 

W 2-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin*** 

S Davis* 

Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

Cork* 

Long** 2 

Reed*** 

Mon 24 Aston Villa. 

.A 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Long** 

Tadic 

Mane* 

Pelle 

Mayuka* 

Cork** 


Sun 30 Man City. 

H 

L 0-3 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin* 

S Davis*** 

Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

Yoshida* 

Long** 

Mayuka*** 

DECEMBER 

















Weds 3 Arsenal . 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Cork* 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long*** 

Pelle 

Yoshida* 

Mane** 

Mayuka*** 

Mon 8 Man United. 

. .H 

L 1-2 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

Long** 

Tadic* 

Mane 

Pelle 1 

Hesketh* 

Mayuka** 


Sat 13 Burnley. 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

Hesketh* 

Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Long** 


Tues 16 Sheff Utd (LC5) .... 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Targett* 

Wanyama*** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

Bertrand 

Mane** 

Long 

Isgrove* 

Mayuka** 

Alderweireld*** 

Sat 20 Everton. 

. .H 

W 3-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Yoshida 1 

Bertrand 

Reed 

W-Prowse* 

S Davis 

Long** 

Pelle 1 

Targett* 

Gape** 


Fri 26 Crystal Palace . 

. .A 

W 3-1 

Forster 

Clyne*** 

Gardos 

Alderweireld 1 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 1 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

S Davis* 

Mane 1 

Pelle** 

Wanyama* 

Long** 

McCarthy*** 

Sat 28 Chelsea. 

. .H 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Yoshida** 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Targett 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Tadic* 

Mane 1 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Gardos** 

Long*** 

JANUARY 

















Thurs 1 Arsenal. 

. .H 

W 2-0 

Forster 

Alderweireld 

Fonte 

Gardos** 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

W-Prowse 

Tadic*** 1 

Mane* 1 

Pelle 

Reed* 

Yoshida** 

Long*** 

Sun 4 Ipswich (FAC 3). 

. .H 

D 1-1 

Forster 

W-Prowse 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 1 

Long 

S Davis 

Tadic* 

Pelle 

Isgrove* 



Sun 11 Man United . 

. .A 

W 1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld* 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

S Davis*** 

Elia** 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

Tadic** 1 

Reed*** 

Weds 14 Ipswich (FAC 3)... . 

. .A 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Garods 

Bertrand 

Targett 

Wanyama* 

Reed 

W-Prowse 

Tadic** 

Long 1 

S Davis* 

Pelle** 


Sat 17 Newcastle. 

. .A 

W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Bertrand 

Reed 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

W-Prowse* 

Elia*** 2 

Pelle 

Cork* 

Long** 

Targett*** 

Sat 24 Crystal Palace (FAC 4) 

.H 

L 2-3 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos* 

Bertrand 

Cork** 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse 

Elia 

Pelle 1 

Targett* 

Long** *** 

Seager*** 

FEBRUARY 

















Sun 1 Swansea. 

. .H 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Reed* 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse 

Elia** 

Pelle 

Mane* 

Seager** 


Sat 7 QPR . 

. .A 

W 1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida* 

Targett 

Wanyama** 

S Davis 

Mane 1 

W-Prowse 

Elia*** 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

Schneiderlin** 

Tadic*** 

Weds 11 West Ham. 

. .H 

D 0-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Yoshida 

Wanyama 

Reed** 

Mane*** 

S Davis 

Elia* 

Pelle 

Tadic* 

W-Prowse** 

Djuricic*** 

Sun 22 Liverpool . 

. .H 
















Sat 28 West Brom. 

. .A 
















MARCH 

















Tue 3 Crystal Palace . 

. .H 
















Sun 15 Chelsea. 

. .A 
















Sat 21 Burnley. 

. .H 
















APRIL 

















Sat 4 Everton. 

. .A 
















Sat 11 Hull . 

. .H 
















Sat 18 Stoke . 

. .A 
















Sat 25 Tottenham . 

. .H 
















MAY 

















Sat 2 Sunderland. 

. .A 
















Sat 9 Leicester. 

. .A 
















Sat 16 Aston Villa. 

. .H 
















Sun 24 Man City . 

. .A 


















LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 

ARTUR BORUC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

50 

° 

NATHANIEL CLYNE 

23 

2 

6 

1 

87(5) 

5- 

SAM GALLAGHER 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3(17) 

2 

CODY CROPPER 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

JACK CORK 

5(7) 

2 

1(3) 

1 128(25) 

3 

SHANE LONG 

9(11) 

2 

5(2) 

1 

14(13) 

3 

KELVIN DAVIS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

292(1) 

0 

HARRISON REED 

4(3) 

0 

1 

0 

6(10) 

0 

EMMANUEL MAYUKA 

0(5) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

3(16) 

1 

FRASER FORSTER 

25 

0 

7 

0 

32 

0 

MORGAN SCHNEIDERLIN 

16(1) 

3 

4 

1 220(32) 

14- 

GRAZIANO PELLE 

25 

8 

5(1) 

4 

30(1) 

12 

PAULO GAZZANIGA 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18(1) 

° 

VICTOR WANYAMA 

16(5) 

3 

6 

0 

42(9) 

3 

JAY RODRIGUEZ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

59(17) 

26 

RYAN BERTRAND 

22 

2 

4(1) 

0 

27(1) 

2 

STEVEN DAVIS 

23(1) 

0 

5(1) 

0 

85(19) 

6 

JAKE HESKETH 

KD 

0 

0 

0 

1(1) 

0 

MATT TARGETT 

2(3) 

0 

5(1) 

0 

7(4) 

0 

LLOYD ISGROVE 

0(1) 

0 

1(2) 

0 

2(4) 

0 

DOMINIC GAPE 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JOSE FONTE 

24 

0 

7 

0 

208(5) 

13 

SAM MCQUEEN 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JASON MCCARTHY 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

FLORIN GARDOS 

4(6) 

0 

6 

0 

10(6) 

0 

GASTON RAMIREZ 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

27(23) 

8 

ELJERO ELIA 

5 

2 

1 

0 

6 

2 

TOBY ALDERWEIRELD 

16 

1 

0(2) 

0 

16(2) 

1 

DUSAN TADIC 

20(3) 

3 

5(1) 

1 

25(4) 

4 

RYAN SEAGER 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

0(2) 

0 

MAYA YOSHIDA 

11(3) 

1 

1 

0 

58(4) 

3 

SADIO MANE 

13(4) 

5 

2 

0 

15(4) 

5 

FILIP DJURICIC 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JACK STEPHENS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JAMES WARD-PROWSE 

11(4) 

0 

5 

0 

46(34) 

1 



KEY: LA: league appearances. LG: league goals. CA: cup appearances. CG: cup goals. CSA: career Saints appearances. CSG: career Saints goals. 
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VANARAMA CONFERENCE PREMIER: CHESTER O EASTLEIGH 1 


Super sub Walker 
stars at Chester 



GOAL: Sub Dan 
Walker was on 
target for 
Eastleigh in their 
1 -0 win away at 
Vanarama 

^ Conference 

^ Premier rivals 

i Chester. 


" /-V* ■!*• i s - ’■ 


, 


DAN WALKER announced his 
arrival into the action at the 
Swansway Chester Stadium in 
the finest possible style, 
Eastleigh’s recent loan recruit 
from Braintree Town scoring 
the only goal of the game sixty 
seconds after his 64th minute 
introduction. 

Walker’s strike, which came when 
he stole inside Chester left-back 
Gareth Roberts at the back-post to 
slide Jai Reason’s inswung cross 
from the left past Jon Worsnop in 
the hosts’ goal, keeps the Spitfires 
right in the play-off hunt - and 
extended the gap between them¬ 
selves and the home team, who had 
come into this clash on a run of four 
successive victories. 

With both sides quick into the tack¬ 
le on a sticky playing surface, damp¬ 
ened by a deluge of hailstones that 
cascaded down prior to kick-off, it 
was a frenetic opening to the 
encounter, short on any real quality, 
writes Paul McNamara. 

Chester were first to show any 
attacking menace when, five min¬ 
utes in, Sean McConville wrested 
possession from Craig Stanley. 
McConville continued his run and 
was found by Brad Abbott before 
sending a drive on goal from the 
right that was well held by Ross 
Flitney between the visitors’ posts. 

Dan Spence, returning to the 
Spitfires’ side in place of Will Evans, 
was the architect of his team’s first 
forward raid, the right- back hang¬ 
ing a cross to Dean Beckwith at the 
back post. Eastleigh’s skipper head¬ 
ed back into the path of Harry Pell, 
who side-footed over from 18-yards. 

That was the cue for Chester to 
take a temporary stranglehold on 
proceedings. 

Craig Hobson, the hosts’ imposing 
target man, climbed to nod a Roberts 
free-kick back for John Rooney to 
drill wildly high of the target before, 
minutes later, Flitney was required 
to charge a long way from his goal to 
swipe Matt Hughes’ through ball 
clear of Hobson. 

Hobson was back underlining his 
aerial menace when Ryan Higgins’ 


long throw from the right found the 
striker glancing low to Flitney’s 
right, only for the ‘keeper to beat the 
ball away - with the wide-awake 
Spence on hand to complete the 
clearance. 

Hughes, routinely switching wings 
with Craig Mahon, was a constant 
threat with his slick touch and direct 
running, and when the Fleetwood 
loanee decided to try his luck, firing 
a shot from distance, the ball can¬ 
noned away off the leg of Joe 
Partington - McConville slashing 
the rebound too high to concern 
Flitney. 

The Spitfires’ clearest chance dur¬ 
ing the opening period came at the 
end of a lightning counter that ended 
with Michael Green and James 
Constable combining to funnel the 
ball across from the left for Jack 
Midson to slide in Pell. 

The ex-AFC Wimbledon man’s first 


dig at goal was blocked by one of a 
clutch of closing blue shirts, but Pell 
recovered to deliver into Constable. 

The Eastleigh attacker, though, 
well-placed and with Worsnop in the 
home goal out of position, snatched 
at his first time shot, directing it 
wide of the right post. 

Constable saw another strike, after 
he had been played in on the left by 
Reason, fly across the face of goal, 
although it was Chester who fin¬ 
ished the half on top. 

First Hughes crossed from the 
right for Ben Heneghan, but the big 
centre-half, stretching to connect, 
couldn’t get over the ball enough 
trouble Flitney, before Mahon 
unloaded a strike from range that 
hurried past the left upright. 

It was Eastleigh who had the first 
chance after the break, Constable 
being felled by Kieran Charnock as 
he latched onto Pell’s through ball, 


with Green’s resultant free-kick 
directed at the near-post and rico¬ 
cheting off McConville’s knee and 
behind. 

It required an exceptional piece of 
defending by Partington, diving to 
head back to his ‘keeper, to prevent 
Higgins’ searching ball from the 
right reaching Hobson. 

The visitors were less secure when 
Pell’s loose ball ran for McConville, 
enabling the former Accrington 
Stanley man to slip in Hughes on the 
right. 

The attacker sent the ball scurry¬ 
ing across the six yard box, and just 
centimetres in front of Hobson’s des¬ 
perate lunge. 

Hobson strong-armed his way free 
of Partington as Chester continued 
to probe, with the Eastleigh defender 
going into referee Richard Martin’s 
notebook for bringing his opponent 
down 20 yards out as he hared back 


to recover. Rooney struck the dead 
ball low and bound for the inside of 
Flitney’s right post, until the away 
stopper, tumbling to his right, 
clawed away. 

Another Higgins throw sparked 
some panic in the Spitifres’ area, the 
ball making its way right through to 
the back stick and McConville, who 
lashed over. 

That was the prompt for Richard 
Hill to call on Walker - Pell the man 
to give way - and before he knew it, 
Eastleigh’s manager could lay claim 
to a masterstroke when the speedy 
winger ruthlessly dispatched his 
first chance on goal. 

Shortly after going behind, Chester 
were on the hunt for a leveller, 
Abbott going down under another 
Partington challenge and enabling 
Rooney to have a second go from a 
set piece. 

The midfielder could only send his 
strike directly into Flitney’s clutch¬ 
es, however. 

With wise heads Deon Burton and 
Brian Howard on the pitch, and 
Beckwith and Partington defending 
their box manfully, Eastleigh kept 
the hosts’ at bay as Steve Burr’s men 
desperately sought to break 
through. 

Indeed, twice the away team could 
have struck on the break: Ben 
Strevens’ header from a Reason free 
kick was only gathered by Worsnop 
at the second attempt and, deep into 
four minutes’ stoppage time, Walker 
brought another stop from the ‘keep¬ 
er after robbing Abbott on the left 
touchline and cutting infield to 
shoot. 

Before that last gasp Walker 
attempt, the excellent Spence had 
produced a terrific covering tackle 
to stop substitute Kane Richards 
from getting on the end of his fellow 
replacement George Thomson’s cen¬ 
tre, while Charnock had headed 
Abbott’s left wing corner straight at 
Flitney. 

Hill will reflect on a consummate 
away performance and can savour 
the inner glow of his inspired change 
just after the hour, with his 
Eastleigh team keeping hold of sixth 
place ahead of Tuesday’s trip to 
Halifax. 


MORE LIVE NON-LEAGUE: PAGE 17 
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HE is, by any stretch of the imagination, one of the 
most colourful and controversial footballers of his 
generation. 

Of any generation, in fact. 

And this weekend Mario Balotelli makes his St Mary’s 
debut in the wake of hitting the headlines yet again. 

Liverpool captain Steven Gerrard said Balotelli showed 
“disrespect" and was “mischievous” by taking the match¬ 
winning penalty against Beskitas on Thursday ahead of des¬ 
ignated spot-kick taker Jordan Henderson. 

Balotelli confidently stroked home an 85th-minute penalty 
to give the Reds a 1-0 Europa League win at Anfield. 

However it was what happened in the moments before¬ 
hand, with Balotelli appearing to overrule captain-on-the- 
night Henderson, that caused controversy. 

Gerrard, working as a pundit on ITV after he was ruled 
out of the last-32 first-leg tie with a thigh injury, insisted 
Balotelli was wrong to assume the penalty responsibilities 
and defy manager Brendan Rodgers' team orders. 

“Basically Henderson should have took that penalty," 
Gerrard said. “Mario has been a bit mischievous by stepping 
in front of him and going against what the manager’s plans 
before the game.” 

It was only the latest in a very long line of controversial 
incidents in the striker’s career. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
Balotelli’s remarkable habit of hitting 
the headlines. 

JUNE 2009 

Both sides of Balotelli’s character are on 
show while playing for Italy’s under-21s in 
the European Championships against Sweden. 

He put Italy ahead with a superb strike before 
receiving a straight red card for a petulant kick 
just 15 minutes later. 


SEPTEMBER 2009 

Was sent off again while playing for Jose Mourinho’s Inter 
Milan in a Champions League group match in Russia against 
Rubin Kazan. 

He was dismissed for two needless fouls which brought two 
bookings and a sending off. 

An angry reaction meant he was forced to publicly apologise 
on Inter’s website. 

NOVEMBER 2009 

Although Inter drew 1-1 with Roma, meaning they were five 
points clear at the top of Serie A, Mourinho voiced was clear¬ 
ly unhappy. 

He called the team “awful”, but singled out Balotelli. 

“He came close to a zero rating out of 10,” Mourinho 
claimed. 

The same month Balotelli’s relationship with Mourinho 
took another battering after he turned up late for training. 

He was suspected of going out clubbing the previous night, 
and Mourinho banished him to train with the youth team for 
the rest of the week. 

DECEMBER 2009 

Balotelli received a torrent of abuse from home fans at 
Juventus. 

During the game Juve’s Felipe Melo elbowed Balotelli in the 
shoulder, but the striker fell down clutching his face, and 
Melo was red carded. 

Balotelli’s response was to show-boat for the rest of the 
match, prompting fury from Juve fans and players alike. 

As a result of the excessive abuse Balotelli received against 
Juventus, the Turin giants were forced to play three home 
matches behind closed doors. 

This did not solve the racism issue, as Juve fans chanted “If 
we jump up and down, Balotelli will die,” during an away 
match against Chievo. 

JANUARY 2010 

Balotelli scored the winner as Inter defeated Chievo, after 
again being the subject of vicious abuse from opposition fans. 

“Every time I come here, the abuse is more and more sick¬ 
ening,” he claimed. 

As he left the pitch, he ironically clapped the Chievo crowd 
- and for his post-match outburst was fined €7,000. 


2010/11 

Signed for Manchester City on August 13, 2010, Balotelli’s 
City career got off to a great start with the only goal on his 
debut six days later. 

He scored a second half winner in a Europa League quali¬ 
fying tie against FCU Poli. 

Not long after, Balotelli hits the headlines for non foot¬ 
balling reasons after crashing his Audi R8 en route to the 
club’s training ground. 

Balotelli is found to be carrying £5,000 in cash at the time of 
the accident and, when police ask why, he reportedly replies: 
“Because I am rich.” 

After scoring on his debut, Balotelli does not play again 


FLASHPOINT: Liverpool’s 
Mario Balotelli aruges with 
his teammates over who 
should take a penalty in the 
Europa League clash with 
Besiktas. Main pic: Balotelli 
converts the spot kick. 




. 


until late October due to injury. 

During the time he is sidelined with a knee problem, he is 
questioned by Italian police after driving his Mercedes into 
the grounds of Brescia women’s prison. 

The Italian got off the mark in the Premier League in his 
third appearance, scoring both goals in a 2-0 victory at West 
Bromwich Albion. 

In a portent of what was to come, there was a controver¬ 
sial end to his afternoon when he received his first red card 
in English football. 

It was certainly not to be his last. 

Balotelli, having already been booked, was shown a 
straight red for kicking out at Youssuf Mulumbu minutes 
after being booked. 

Three days after Christmas the same year he celebrated 
his first City hat-trick, converting two penalties in a 4-0 
home win over Aston Villa. 

The following March he was dismissed for the second time 
in City colours, during a Europa League win against 
Dynamo Kiev at The Etihad. 

Manager Roberto Mancini branded Balotelli “stupid” for 
the dismissal which came after the player planted his studs 
into the chest and thigh of Dynamo defender Goran 


Popov. 

Balotelli was quick to seek forgive¬ 
ness. 

“I never tried to make contact with 
Popov and I certainly didn't want to hurt 
him,” he said. 

“In retrospect, however, the tackle was 
poor. 

“It was not a good way to repay the 
manager who has shown so much faith in 
me or the owners and fans who have made 
me so welcome since I arrived from Italy. 

“I hope they forgive me and see that I want 
) success with Manchester City.” 

The same month Balotelli hits the headlines 
after it emerges he threw a dart at a City 
youth-team player. 

No one was hurt in the incident and he 
escapes punishment. 

Balotelli failed to score in his last 12 league 
and cup appearances of 2010/11, a season which 
ended with him helping City lift the FA Cup. 

In all, he scored 10 league and cup goals in 28 
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appearances, in addition to his two red cards and 11 other 
bookings. 

But Balotelli is quick to enrage Mancini again, when City 
report back for pre season training. 

He is immediately substituted by a furious Mancini after 
performing a pirouette and back-heeling wide when clean 
through on goal in a pre-season friendly against the Los 
Angeles Galaxy. 

2011/12 

On October 23, 2011 Balotelli scored for the fifth game run¬ 
ning. 

He netted twice in City’s historic 6-1 romp at Old Trafford 
and famously lifted his shirt to display a t-shirt with the 
question ‘Why Always Me?’ 

The previous day he had had another run-in with the emer¬ 
gency services after a firework is set off in the bathroom of 
his home, triggering a fire. 

The following month, he went into City’s league game at 
Anfield having scored nine times in a 10-game league and 
cup run. 

He didn’t end the game, being shown the third red card of 
his City career. 


City boss Mancini was again critical of his player, but also 
alleged Liverpool players had pressurised the referee, 
Martin Atkinson, to show Balotelli a second yellow for an 
aerial challenge on Martin Skrtel. 

“I don't think it was a yellow card and I don't think the refer¬ 
ee thought it was a yellow card,” said Mancini. 

“My impression was the referee gave a free-kick but didn't 
want to give a yellow. Then the Liverpool players went over 
saying ‘Yellow card, yellow card.’ This is not correct. 

“I'm disappointed with Mario because the first booking [a 
foul on Glen Johnson] was a yellow card but not the second. 
Mario has to pay attention because there are many players 
who will try to provoke him.” 

Just before Christmas, Balotelli breaks a club 48-hour curfew 
by visiting a curry house ahead of a match against Chelsea. 

Days later he again attracts negative headlines after pictures 
emerge of a training-ground bust-up with team-mate Micah 
Richards. 

The following month, January 2012, Balotelli is charged with 
violent conduct by the FA, and subsequently handed a four- 
match ban, after appearing to stamp on the head of Tottenham’s 
Scott Parker. As the season continued, Balotelli collected goals 
and bookings in almost equal measure. 






Towards the end of March 2012, he struck twice in a 3-3 home 
draw with Sunderland which saw City fall further adrift of 
neighbours United in the title race. 

City were 3-1 down with five minutes left, before Balotelli net¬ 
ted his second goal and Aleksandar Kolarov plundered an 
equaliser. 

A few weeks earlier he had been pictured leaving the X In The 
City strip club in Liverpool at 2.45am - less than 48 hours before 
City play Bolton. 

In City’s next game, at Arsenal, Balotelli again hit the head¬ 
lines after earning the fourth red card of his increasingly con¬ 
troversial Etihad life. 

The 21-year-old was sent off in the dying seconds of Easter 
Sunday’s 1-0 defeat at the Emirates for clattering into Bacary 
Sagna. 

That was after earlier getting away with a knee-high chal¬ 
lenge on Gunners midfielder Alex Song. 

Yet again, the player was forced to issue a public apology. 

“I'm really sorry for what happened and for the disappoint¬ 
ment I've caused Manchester City, and particularly to (manag¬ 
er) Roberto Mancini, whom I respect and whom I love,” 
Balotelli said in a statement. 

The season had a happy ending, though, as Balotelli helped 
City lift their first Premier League title in the most amazing 
way possible. 

They were trailing 2-1 at home to ten-man QPR on the final 
day when he was introduced as a 76th minute substitute. 

City needed to win to lift the title and deny United another 
crown. 

In remarkable scenes, they duly netted twice in time added 
on. 

Balotelli ended his second season in the Premier League with 
17 goals in 32 league and cup outings. 

In addition to his two red cards, there were also nine book¬ 
ings. 

Balotelli went on to enjoy an good Euro 2012 tournament. 

His two goals in a surprise semi-final win over Germany took 
Italy through to a final against defending champions Spain. 

Balotelli ended up on the receiving end of a 4-0 defeat against 
the Spaniards, but his reputation had been enhanced during 
the tournament. 







f§ 


2012/13 

Balotelli struggled for form and regular starts in the first half 
of his third season at City. 

He was to make just seven Premier League starts, plus seven 
off the bench, before rejoining Inter Milan on loan in the 
January transfer window. 

He only scored once in those 14 Premier League outings, at 
Wigan at the end of November. 

Contrastly, he was to score four goals in his first three Serie 
A games for Inter. 

On his debut he converted a last minute penalty winner 
against Udinese, before an 82nd minute spot-kick leveller at 
Cagliari on his second outing. 

In his third game, he struck another winner - this time in the 
77th minute against Parma. 

Balotelli ended his loan spell at Inter with 12 goals from the 
same amount of starts, plus one sub outing. 

So it was no surprise when the parting of the ways between 
himself and City was made permanent. 

Another red card was not far away, though. 

Playing for Italy in a World Cup qualifier in the Czech 
Republic in early June 2013, Balotelli was dismissed for two 
bookable offences in the second half. 

His second booking, for throwing his hand in the face of 
Theodor Gebre Selassie, was rated harsh by many pundits. 

A few weeks later, Balotelli was back scoring goals for his 
country in the Confederations Cup in Brazil. 

He scored the winner against Mexico before converting a 
penalty in a 4-3 win over a Japan side that included Saints’ 
Maya Yoshida in their starting XI. 

Yet another dismissal followed the following September. 

Playing for Milan in a 
Serie A game at home 
to Napoli, Balotelli 
was at the centre trU* 
of attention once 
more. 

After missing 
the first penal¬ 
ty of his career, 
he struck a 
superb consola¬ 
tion in the last 
minute - Napoli 
won 2-1 - before was 
sent off after the final whistle for dissent. 

Balotelli was to play 38 league and cup games for Inter in 
2013/14, scoring 13 goals - and picking up 13 bookings plus one 
red card. 

He then started his first World Cup finals campaign by head¬ 
ing Italy’s winner in a 2-1 success against England. 

Balotelli was then booked in his next two outings, against 
Costa Rica and Uruguay, as Italy suffered a miserable first 
round exit alongside Roy Hodgson’s men. 





SEE MONDAY’S ECHO FOR SAINTS V LIVERPOOL REPORT AND REACTION 
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academy 
who played 
in the first 
team - why 
can’t we 
be like 
that?” 

Pochettino, 
right, said. 

“Our phi¬ 
losophy is 
to give 
young tal¬ 
ent a 
chance if 
they 

deserve it. 

“Why is 
not possible for us to have a 
lot players in the team from the 
academy?” 

Tottenham are optimistic 
about the futures of a number 
of other academy players 
including Josh Onomah, 

17, and Harry Winks, 19, 
who have both made 
their first-team debuts 
this season, while Alex 
Pritchard, 21, has impressed 
while on loan at Brentford. 

“We are very proud (of the 
young players) and the sup¬ 
porters feel that,” Pochettino 
said. 

“We have an amazing acade¬ 
my, we just need to give the 
young players an opportunity 
to play if they deserve it. 

“We feel very good at the 
club because the academy 
players have talent and in the 
future why can’t we produce 
more players?” 

Pochettino added: “Are there 
more I expect to come 
through? Yes, we detect some 
players who have the ability to 
play in the first team in the 
future. 

“It’s not because their pass¬ 
port is English, it’s if they have 
the ability to play, they deserve 
the opportunity.” 


Pochettino: 
Youth is the 
future for 
Tottenham 


MAURICIO Pochettino believes 
Tottenham can take over West 
Ham’s mantle as the ‘academy 
of football’ and insists there 
are more young gems to come 
from the Spurs youth system. 

Tottenham’s resurgence 
under Pochettino this season 
has been spearheaded by 
home-grown talents like Harry 
Kane, Ryan Mason and Nabil 
Bentaleb, as well as players 
brought to the club at a young 
age including Kyle Walker, 
Danny Rose, Eric Dier and 
Christian Eriksen. 

Spurs host West Ham in the 
Barclays Premier League on 
Sunday and Pochettino’s cur¬ 
rent crop carries echoes of the 
Hammers squad that once 
brought through the likes of 
Frank Lampard, Rio Ferdinand, 
Joe Cole and Michael Carrick. 

“We hear in the past that 
West Ham had a lot of players 
in the 


HORSE RACING CARDS AND TIPS - SEE PAGE 44 
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Danny Ings with a ‘non celebration’. 


Cup victory last 
k summer. 

I They are proba- 
| bly two of 
" Balotelli’s most 


holding up 
three fin¬ 
gers. 
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PERFECT EXAMPLE 


important goals 
of his career, and 
yet he didn’t smile 
once. 

It was a similar story 
when the player struck a 
hat-trick against Aston 

Villa in December 2010. 

Instead of celebrating 
his third goal, as any 
normal striker 
would tend to, 
Balotelli simply 

5SS around 

while 


looking as 




IT is the ‘celebration’ that is fast becoming 
one of the most common sights in the 
Premier League. 

Mario Balotelli might have started it, but now 
many appear to be copying the colourful Italian 
international. 

Certainly the ‘non celebration’ - no 
hint of a smile after scoring a goal - 
has been used by a handful of 
Saints players this season. 

Morgan Schneiderlin was a picture of 
understated enthusiasm after netting in the 3-1 
win at West Ham last August. 

Nathaniel Clyne found it hard to raise a smile 
when he scored for Saints at Villa Park in 
November. 

And if Shane Long was happy at scoring what 
proved to be an FA Cup winner at Ipswich last 
month, he did his best to hide it. 

Danny Ings, ex-Saint Jason Puncheon and 
Blackburn’s Rudy Gestade are also pictured on 
these pages ‘non celebrating’ a goal in recent 
weeks. 

Whatever happened to smiling or screaming 
with joy when you’ve scored? 

When I was a kid, I dreamt of hitting the back of 
the net in a crucial football match. 

Now some of our top stars can’t be bothered to 
raise even a smile! 

Is it a sign of arrogance? 

After all, Eric Cantona used to ‘non celebrate’ 
some of his goals, and arrogant was cer¬ 
tainly one adjective used to describe the 
enigmatic Frenchman. 

Whatever it is, it doesn’t reflect well. 

You can’t imagine Pele never celebrating a goal 
in this way. 

Balotelli was at it again this week, 
miserable as sin after converting 
Liverpool’s late penalty winner 
against Besiktas in a Europa 
League tie at Anfield. 

It had been a similar story 
when Balotelli had scored 
his first league goal for the 
Reds, a late winner against ^ 

Tottenham earlier this month. 

Again, no hint of joy at scor 
ing a potentially critical goal 
against a main rival for a European V 

Still, that is Balotelli for you. 

Take his edge-of-the-box strike for 
Manchester City that prompted the famous 
‘Why Always Me’ T-shirt against their fierce 
rivals in a 6-1 win at Old Trafford in 2011, or his 
goal against England during Italy’s 2-1 World 

M 




SUNDAY FOOTBALL ROUND-UP - SEE PAGE 34 


Tomkins: 
Speculation 
over Big 
Sam is no 
distraction 

WEST Ham defender James 
Tomkins insists speculation over 
the future of manager Sam 
Allardyce has no effect on the 
players as they go in search of 
derby-day glory at Tottenham 
tomorrow. 

Allardyce has never enjoyed a 
perfect relationship with the 
majority of West Ham fans and, 
despite a change to a more 
attractive style and an impressive 
start to the season, cracks again 
began to appear following last 
weekend’s 4-0 FA Cup thrashing 
at West Brom. 

With his contract expiring at 
Upton Park at the end of the sea¬ 
son, it remains to be seen if 
Allardyce, below, will be offered a 
new deal to extend his four-year 
tenure at the club. 

But Tomkins, who signed his 
own contract extension last week 
to tie him to 
West Ham 
until 2020, 
says the 
players just 
have to con¬ 
centrate on 
picking up 
results and 
not about 
who may be 
in charge 
going into 
next season. 

“It doesn’t 
faze us. 
Obviously 
that is out of our hands,” he said 
when asked about Allardyce’s 
position. 

“We have to do what we do on 
the pitch, whoever takes charge of 
us next year. It doesn’t matter 
whether it is the (current) manager 
or not. 

“We just have to concentrate on 
the pitch and that’s all we try and 
do. We don’t talk about it much in 
the dressing room at all. The man¬ 
ager has been brilliant this year. 
Obviously the fans have taken 
their frustrations out (on him). 

“I know the fans quite well 
through all the years, they expect 
the most. It’s a big club and right¬ 
ly so, they pay their money and 
travel all the way. 

“They are all entitled to their 
opinions.” 

Tomkins has been at West Ham 
since the age of eight, and having 
grown up in Essex has also been a 
Hammers fan for his whole life. 

The 25-year-old, therefore, 
knows what a victory over rivals 
Tottenham means to those asso¬ 
ciated with the club and how three 
points would prove to be the per¬ 
fect tonic after their cup humbling 
at the Hawthorns. 

“Everyone’s upset, not just the 
fans. I feel it as well myself, being 
a fan and a player, we wanted to 
go a long way in the FA Cup and it 
just wasn’t to be,” he said. 
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Cherries/Pompey Spotlight 


CHERRIES 

2014/15 


AUGUST 

9: Huddersfield Town (A).W 4-0 

Pugh, Wilson 2, Kermorgant 

12 Exeter (A) League Cup.W 2-0 

OG, Gosling 

16: Brentford (H) .W1-0 

Stanislas 

19: Nottm Forest (H).LI-2 

Wilson 

23: Blackburn Rovers (A) .L 2-3 

Pitman, Cook 

26: Northampton (H) Lge Cup.W 3-0 

Gosling, Pitman, Wilson 

30: Norwich City (A).D 1-1 

Wilson 

SEPTEMBER 

13: Rotherham (H).D 1-1 

Cook 

16: Leeds Utd (H).LI-3 

Surman 

20: Watford (A).D 1-1 

Arter 

27: Wigan Athletic (H).W 2-0 

Kermorgant, Francis 

30: Derby County (A).L 0-2 

OCTOBER 

4: Bolton Wanderers (A) .W 2-1 

Wilson (2) 

18: Charlton Athletic H .W1-0 

Wilson 

21: Reading H.W 3-0 

Wilson, Pitman 2 

25: Birmingham City A.8-0 


Pitman, Wilson, Ritchie, Pugh 3, Rantie 2 
28: West Brom (H) League Cup .. .W 2-1 
O’Kane, Wilson 

NOVEMBER 


1: Brighton.W 3-2 

Greer og, Pugh, Kermorgant, 

4: Sheffield Wed.W 2-0 

Surman, Fraser 

8: Middlesbrough A.D 0-0 

22: Ipswich Town.D 2-2 

Kermorgant, Ritchie 

29: Millwall.D 2-2 

Cook, Pitman 

DECEMBER 

6: Wolves (A).W 2-1 

Arter, Ritchie 

13: Cardiff City (H).W 5-3 

Ritchie, Arter, Pugh, Kermogant, Wilson 

17: Liverpool (A) Lge Cup.L 1-3 

Gosling 

20: Blackpool (A).W 6-1 

Ritchie (2), Wilson, Pitman, Pugh, Arter 

26: Fulham (H).W 2-0 

Pitman, Arter 

28: Millwall (A).W 2-0 

Kermogant, Arter 

JANUARY 

3: Rotherham (A) FA Cup .W 5-1 

MacDonald, Stanislas, Fraser, Kermogant (2) 

10: Norwich City (H).LI-2 

Ritchie 

17: Rotherham United (A).W2-0 

Elphick, Wilson 

24: Leeds United (A) .L0-1 

31: Watford (H).W2-0 

Kermorgant (pen), Ritchie 

FEBRUARY 

7: Wigan Athletic (A).W3-1 

Wilson 2, Kermorgant 

10: Derby County (H).D2-2 

Ritchie, Wilson 

14: Huddersfield (H) .D1-1 

21: Brentford (A).LI-3 

Pugh 

25: Nottingham Forest (7.45pm).A 

28: Blackburn Rovers.H 

MARCH 

3: Wolves (7.45pm).H 

7: Fulham.A 

14: Blackpool.H 

17: Cardiff City (7.45pm).A 

21: Middlesbrough (3pm).H 

APRIL 

4: Ipswich Town.A 

6: Birmingham City.H 

11: Brighton.A 

14: Reading (8pm).A 

18: Sheffield Wednesday.H 

25: Bolton Wanderers.H 

MAY 

2: Charlton Athletic.A 


Ex-Saint Boss Howe 

has the wow factor 



ANDREW Surman reckons 
Cherries boss Eddie Howe 
possesses the same 
promotion-winning quality as 
his old manager Paul Lambert 
- an unshakable belief. 

Former Saints star Surman 
played a crucial role as Lambert 
led Norwich City to the Premier 
League in 2011, returning from a 
long-term knee injury to feature in 
their final 16 matches. 

The Canaries lost just once to 
take second spot in their first sea¬ 
son back in English football’s sec¬ 
ond tier - they had gone up from 
League 1 in 2009/10 at the first 
attempt - with Lambert’s ability to 
make the players feel invincible 
cited by Surman as the decisive 
factor. 

Now the Johannesburg-born star 
insists Howe is generating the 
same aura at Dean Court with 
Cherries and is backing his current 
boss to oversee an historic eleva¬ 
tion to the Promised Land. 

Surman, who also suffered 
Championship play-off heartache 
with Saints in 2007, said: “To get 
through it you need that winning 
mentality and it is difficult to 
explain what that entails. 

“It is so hard to find when you 
are not winning games and with 
the Championship being so tight a 
lot of it comes down to belief. 

“When I was at Norwich, Paul 
Lambert instilled a massive 
amount of belief into his players. 
Every time we went out on the 
pitch we felt sure we would win 
the game. 

He had that knack of making 
sure we had no doubt in our 
minds and that pushed us 
through. 

“We stayed under the radar to a 
certain extent and in many ways 


we have done that here. 

“People are talking about us but 
we want to keep our heads down 
and just make sure we get the 
results. 

“That is the thing with the man¬ 
ager here. He is driven every day 
and has that belief in everything 
we do. 

“There is no thinking how lucky 
we are to be up there, he believes 
that we should be where we are 


and the lads share that view. It 
makes a big difference.” 

But even with intense pressure 
building ahead of the final third of 
the season, Surman insists little 
changes in the day-to-day lives of 
the players. 

“If it is possible, you have even 
more focus,” he added. 

“We know what an amazing posi¬ 
tion we are in and what a massive 
achievement it is so far. 


“There is so much to play for and 
everyone just wants to maintain 
our form and, hopefully, finish top 
of the pile come the end of the sea¬ 
son. 

“The lads live their lives well. 
Like everyone else I am a pretty 
professional person and take my 
job seriously. 

“Whether we were fighting for 
promotion or battling relegation, 
my approach would not change.” 



Gosling inspired by Surman 


MIDFIELDER Dan Gosling 
believes Andrew Surman’s 
resurgence during the 
second half of last season 
can inspire his own bid for 
game time. 

Cherries completed the 
high-profile signing of 25- 
year-old Gosling, pictured 
left, on a free from 
Newcastle United in the 
summer, but he has yet to 
command a starting berth 
in the Championship. 

The former Everton pro¬ 
tege, currently sidelined 


with an ankle injury, has 
been a regular presence 
for Cherries in cup compe¬ 
titions but has kicked off 
just one league match - 
the 1-1 draw at Norwich 
City in August. 

Cherries signed Surman 
on loan for the duration of 
last season but despite his 
pedigree had to wait until 
December to establish 
himself in Eddie Howe’s 
starting XI. 

Ex-Saints midfielder 
Surman’s inclusion coin¬ 


cided with Dean Court 
club’s late push for the 
play-offs and Gosling is 
determined to have a simi¬ 
lar effect as the push for 
the Premier League inten¬ 
sifies. 

Gosling said: “A couple 
of months ago I had start¬ 
ed to get a bit downheart¬ 
ed with not getting any 
playing time but a few of 
the lads mentioned that 
Surs had been in a similar 
situation last season. 

“I had hoped to make an 


impression and show the 
manager what I could do 
against Aston Villa (in the 
FA Cup) but then picked 
up the injuiy. 

“These things happen in 
football but it is frustrating 
because I have to start 
again. 

“Surs and I talk to each 
other quite a bit but we do 
not really say much about 
individual playing time. 

“It is just down to me to 
make sure I get fit and 
keep staking a claim.” 


GOT A STORY FOR VS? CALL THE SPORTSDESK: 023 8042 4515 
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20IVI5 


AUGUST 


9 Exeter City (A). 

.D 1-1 

Wallace 


12 Peterborough (H) Lge Cup. 

.W1-0 

Storey 


16 Cambridge United (H). 

.W 2-1 

Taylor, OG 


19 Northampton Town (H). 

. W2-0 

Wallace, Westcarr 


23 Oxford United (A). 

. .W1-0 

Westcarr 


27 Stoke City (A) League Cup). 

, .L 0-3 

30 Newport County (H). 

. .L 0-1 

SEPTEMBER 


6 Burton Albion (A). 

. .L 0-2 

13 Southend United (A). 

. .L 0-2 

16 Dagenham & Red (H). 

. .W 3-0 

Dunne, Wallace, Barcham 


20 Wycombe Wanderers (H). 

, .D1-1 

Ertl 


27 Hartlepool United (A). 

.D 0-0 

OCTOBER 


4 York City (A). 

. .D 0-0 

7 Northampton (H). 

. .LI-2 

Taylor 


11 Mansfield Town (H). 

. .D 1-1 

Robinson 


18 Bury A. 

. .L 0-3 

21 Stevenage H. 

.W 3-2 

Wallace, Storey, Devera 


25 Shrewsbury Town A. 

. .LI-2 

Wallace 


NOVEMBER 


1 Carlisle United (H). 

.. .W 3-0 

Westcarr, Storey, Hollands 


8 FA Cup 1 st rd: Aldershot (H). 

. D 2-2 

Wallace, Hollands 


15 Plymouth Argyle A. 

.. L 0-3 

19 FA Cup R1 replay: Aldershot A.. 

.L 0-1 

22 Morecambe (H). 

.. .W 3-0 

Westcarr, Wallce (2) 


29 Tranmere Rovers (A). 

. . ..LI-3 

Wallace 


DECEMBER 


13 Accrington Stanley (H) . 

.. .L 2-3 

Bean, Westcarr 


20 Cheltenham Town (A). 

...D1-1 

Atangana 


26 AFC Wimbledon (H) . 

...L 0-2 

28 Luton Town (A). 

. ..D1-1 

Taylor 


JANUARY 


10 Newport County (A) . 

...L 0-1 

17 Burton Albion (H). 

...D1-1 

Wallace 


24 Southend United (H) . 

....LI-2 

Webster 


31 Wycombe Wanderers (A) . 

.. .DO-O 

FEBRUARY 


7 Hartlepool United (H) . 

. ..W1-0 

Tubbs 


10 Dagenham & R (A). 

.. .DO-O 

14 Exeter City (H). 

.. .W1-0 

Wallace 


21 Cambridge United (A). 

.. .W6-2 

Wallace, Tubbs 3, Robinson, Taylor 


28 Oxford United. 

. ... H 

MARCH 


3 Northampton (7.45pm). 

.A 

7 Accrington Stanley. 

.A 

14 Luton Town. 

.. .. H 

17 Cheltenham Town (7.45pm)_ 

.H 

21 AFC Wimbledon. 

.A 

28 Shrewsbury Town. 

.. . .H 

APRIL 


4 Carlisle United. 

... .A 


6 Plymouth Argyle.H 

11 Morecambe.A 

14 Stevenage (7.45pm).A 

18 Bury.H 

25 Mansfield Town.A 


MAY 

2 York City.H 
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CHERRIES’ TITLE HOPES 
TAKE A KNOCK AT BEES 


BRENTFORD put a difficult 
week off the pitch behind 
them in perfect style as they 
beat high-flying Bournemouth 
3-1. 

First half goals from Jonathan 
Douglas and Alex Pritchard - and a 
late strike from Chris Long - were 
enough to put the Cherries to the 
sword in an action packed 
encounter that saw the Bees move 
within four points of their oppo¬ 
nents. 

But the away side could have won 
at least point after both sides 
carved out a host of opportunities 
that could have tipped the match 
either way. 

The hosts showed no evidence of 
being unsettled by the news that 
boss Mark Warburton will leave 
the club at the end of the season, as 
they played with great endeavour 
from the first whistle. 

And Brentford got a reward for 
their early efforts in the ninth 
minute, when a neat passing move 
worked its way to Douglas, who 
took a touch before firing an effort 


beyond Artur Boruc from eight 
yards out. 

Despite the setback, the visitors 
started to grow into the game and 
fashioned the space for Simon 
Francis to drive a low effort that 
David Button comfortably saved. 

Bournemouth were level on the 
half-hour mark after another flow¬ 
ing passing move. 

Good build up allowed Marc Pugh 
to get space in the penalty area and 
although his first effort was deflect¬ 
ed on to the post by Button, the 
midfielder followed in to prod home 
the rebound. 

The home side continued to flood 
forward at every opportunity and 
nearly went back ahead when 
Andre Gray rounded Boruc, only to 
see his tight-angled finish scooped 
off the line by a desperate Steve 
Cook slide. 

Just as it looked like the teams 
would go in for the break level, 
Pritchard whipped a 45th minute 
free kick over the wall and towards 
Boruc, who could only pad the ball 
downwards and into his near post. 

Bournemouth, who knew a win 


would put them top of the table 
after Middlesbrough fell to defeat 
at home Leeds earlier in the day, 
came out re-energised after half 
time and were close to drawing 
level when Callum Wilson escaped 
the attentions of James Tarkowski 
to force Button into a point-blank 
save. 

Substitute Ryan Fraser was next 
to go close to levelling the scores. 

The winger cut inside to send a 
fizzed shot against Button’s near 
post and then stretched to hit a sec¬ 
ond attempt into the side netting. 

Brentford were coming under 
heavy pressure and Fraser was 
denied again after being played in 
down the right. 

Button was in the thick of the 
action and was called on to stop a 
clever Wilson flick when it looked 
as the former Coventry City striker 
was destined to equalise. 

The Bees continued to pose a con¬ 
stant threat on the counter attack 
in the dying minutes and eased the 
nerves in stoppage time when man- 
of-the-match Pritchard teed up 
Long to add a third. 


MARC PUGH 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£ 25,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

a a nnn noaroct prizes of £15 each week 

4 llilli nearest 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

■ I I II II I mice 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

I\U ML I ■llilli 111 - 9 10 for Dorset Echo 

VI mw Ivww prize... 10 for Sunday Independent 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
Southampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week’s jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£5,000 and the nearest-miss prize 
stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 will 
be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 


RESULTS 


' i i > 



Winners 


Competition number S06 


JACKPOT WINNER no 


WINNER 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Mrs P Phillips, Wimborne, Dorset 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


A Arnold, Romsey, Hants 
S Brine, Romsey, Hants 
B Butt, Cowes, I.O.W 
D Burwood, Romsey, Hants 
H Cassell, Southampton, Hants 
K Dawkins, Southampton, Hants 
G Dear, Salisbury, Wilts 
M Dunham, Southampton, Hants 
K Feher, Southampton, Hants 
M Fudge, Botley, Hants 


Rules 


S Harfield, Winchester, Hants 
A Hunt, Gosport, Hants 
L James, Southampton, Hants 
N Kyriacou, Southampton, Hants 
B Rass, Southampton, Hants 
B Lawrence, Southampton, Hants 
M Matthews, Wokingham, Berks 
G Snellgrove, Southampton, Hants 
R Travers, Southampton, Hants 
C Walsh, Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI 6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you 
pay by cheque your prize money will bepaid to you once cheque has cleared. 








Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

T,TLE □ MR □ MRS □ MISS □ MS 

FIRST NAME 


21 February, 2015 


Please cross box 


SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE _ 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE _ 

I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 

L On what day(s) do you purchase the Daily Echo? 

□ MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI □ SAT 



Do you have the paper 
home delivered? 
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□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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200 
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SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 

FIND THE BALL 

collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 
Bournemouth Echo 

12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 

Closing time Monday 


newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 
Bournemouth Echo 

closing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 

A list of participating 
newsagents will be 
published in the Echos 
on the first Saturday of 
each month 


CASH 


PRIZE 


EVERY 
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Please complete 
entry form and send 
to: 
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Test Lane, 
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S016 9JX 
Cheques payable to 
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Non-league Action 



SHO JUST EDGED 
OUT IN GOAL-FEST 



CELEBRATE: Sholing players congratulate Dan Mason after he 
netted in their side’s 5-3 home defeat against Swindon Supermarine, 



SHOLING twice took the lead 
before eventually succumb¬ 
ing to a 5-3 defeat by 
Swindon Supermarine in a 
helter-skelter Southern One 
South & West encounter at 
the Silverlake Arena this 
afternoon 

The Boatmen welcomed skip¬ 
per Byron Mason back from 
Achilles trouble and Mike Byrne 
back in defence, while Barry 
Mason and Pete Castle were 
given a breather on the bench. 

The game took no time whatso¬ 
ever to warm-up on another 
chilly, breezy afternoon at 
Portsmouth Road - Marine’s 
Bradley Gray hitting the Sholing 
bar after just 70-seconds follow¬ 
ing some pin-ball inside the 
home area. 

The Boatmen responded posi¬ 
tively, with visiting keeper Sam 
Warrell doing well to push away 
Alex Sawyer’s goal bound free- 
kick before almost being made to 
pay the price for dallying on the 
ball by Dan Mason. 

The youngest Mason brother 
couldn’t quite capitalise at the 
keeper’s near post and, as the 
ball ran loose, Warrell atoned by 
blocking Marvin McLean’s fol¬ 
low-up shot with his legs. 

Inevitably, it wasn’t long before 
a goal arrived. Happily for 
Sholing, it was they who made 
the 17th-minute breakthrough. 

Muscular wide-man Tobi 
Adekunle crossed from the left 
and, in trying to stop McLean 
getting on the end of it, 
Swindon’s Cameron Pirie slid 
the ball into his own net. 

But Sholing’s lead only lasted 
five minutes, as the visitors 
quickly hit back from the penal¬ 
ty spot. Connor Walden capi¬ 
talised on a slip by TJ 
Cuthbertson as he burst into the 
left of the area where young full¬ 
back Liam Golding brought him 
down. 

Goalkeeper Matt Brown did 
superbly to parry Chris Taylor’s 
spot-kick, but Taylor was in like 
a flash to knock the loose ball 
over the line. 

Marine then took the upper- 
hand and, having survived a 


scare when visiting skipper Ross 
Adams headed onto the roof of 
the net, Sholing slipped into 
arrears on 29-minutes. 

It was a simple goal from the 
visitors’ perspective, with 
Walden delivering a low pass 
across the edge of the home area 
where Luke Hopper was waiting 
to drill the ball home. 

But with an open game contin¬ 


uing as it had started, Sholing 
had more joy from the flanks in 
the 32nd minute as they levelled 
matters 2-2. 

Sawyer crossed, this time from 
the right, and a poor clearance 
came to Dan Mason who cleverly 
controlled the ball before 
unleashing an inspired swerving 
finish from just outside the box. 

With an icy wind and hail¬ 


stones suddenly battering the 
Silverlake Arena and blowing 
straight into Sholing’s faces, it 
was no suprise that the game lost 
its flow leading up to half-time - 
not least because of a lengthy 
injury stoppage for Swindon’s 
former Basingstoke defender 
Adams, who was eventually sub¬ 
stituted by Joe Shepherd. 

Calmer conditions greeted the 
teams on their return from the 
half-time dressing room and it 
was Swindon who settled the 
quicker. 

On 53-minutes Ryan O’Hara 
drilled a clear chance wide after 
Sholing’s defence had failed to 
get the ball out from under their 
feet. 

A minute later Walden, con¬ 
fronted by the towering figure of 
defender Dan Miller, managed to 
dig out a shot but powered it 
over. 

The Boatmen kept their heads, 
however and once again undid 
the visitors out wide to reclaim 
the lead on 63 minutes. 

Adekunle sent in another 
determined delivery from the 
left which Sawyer brought down 
before beating Warrell with a 
crisp first-time shot. 

Sholing should have had anoth¬ 
er when Byron Mason played in 
Adekunle, who this time picked 
out McLean at the far post, but 
the winger got underneath it and 
sent a dream chance over. 

It was a miss the Boatmen soon 
lived to regret as a rollercoaster 
game swayed back in Swindon’s 
favour. 

Walden made it 3-3 on 73 min¬ 
utes with a fabulous hit from the 
left edge of the area that flew 
missile-like into the far top cor¬ 
ner. 

Then, after Adekunle had made 
way for Nick Watts, it was 
Supermarine substitute Ryan 
Stanners who took centre-stage. 

First, Stanners capitalised on 
Byrne losing his footing on the 
slippery surface to thump home 
Gray’s cross from the right in 
the 77th minute. 

Then, five minutes later 
Swindon undid Sholing on their 
right and Stanners finished 
sweetly into the far top corner. 

The Boatmen kept going and 
created two late chances, but 
Dan Mason steered an awkward 
bouncing ball just wide before 
Watts was denied by the keeper’s 
lets. 


City hammer 

ten-man 

Moneyfields 

WINCHESTER City gained the upper hand 
in the race for second in the Sydenhams 
Premier Division as they thrashed ten man 
Moneyfields 4-0 at the Denplan City 
Ground on Friday night in a feisty 
encounter. 

Third place City are now just three 
points behind the Moneymen, with two 
games in hand in the battle for promotion 
places. 

But they are nine points behind leaders 
Petersfield Town, who look increasingly 
likely to take the Wessex Premier crown. 

The home side took the lead on 20 min¬ 
utes as Adam ‘Taz’ Roberts danced into 
the box and passed to hot-shot striker 
Warren Bentley. 

His first time shot deflected upwards 
towards goal. Just as it was about to 
cross the line, Liam Robinson darted in to 
polish it off. 

The first half was competitive and enter¬ 
taining in front of the bumper 462 Denplan 
crowd. 

But at times it 
threatened to 
boil over with 
hard, sometimes 
wild, challenges 
flying in. 

Roberts and 
Robinson on the 
City wings 
impressed, and 
Moneys offered 
excitement on 
the break 
through Alfie 
Rutherford and 
Steve Hutchings. 

The game was 
then marred by 
a grim tackle by 
Moneys’ Conor 
Bailey, which left Micky Hubbard writhing 
in pain and the visitors down to ten men 
with an hour left. 

Paul Masters’ side doubled their lead as 
Robinson smartly followed-up from 
Roberts’ shot inside the box three minutes 
into the half as Winchester made the man 
advantage count. 

The Portsmouth side never seemed fully 
out of it at the beginning of the second 
period and they went close as Rutherford 
clipped the outside of the post on 55 min¬ 
utes. 

But a City quick-fire double settled any 
doubts. Defender Luke Dempsey, pictured 
above, bundled home from a corner after 
a melee saw Chris Mason deny his own 
side a goal on the line, before the centre 
half hit home as the ball came out on 65 
minutes. 

Bentley then took his tally to 44 for the 
season as he twisted and turned in the 
box before finishing into the bottom left 
with aplomb three minutes later. 

Robinson almost had his hat-trick but he 
skewed just wide from inside the box. 

Moneys stopper Dave Hook made sever¬ 
al impressive saves late on as Winchester 
pushed for more. 
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Martin for 
Weymouth 

DEFENDER Neil Martin has joined 
Weymouth on a free transfer from 
Southern Premier title rivals Poole 
Town. 

The former Dorchester Town left- 
back (pictured), who was also linked 
with a possible return to the Avenue 
Stadium, tweeted: “Want to say a 
big thank you to @PooleTownFC 
enjoyed my time there but things 
didn’t work out. 

“But delighted to have signed for 
@theterras good things to come and 
can’t wait to get started and start 
enjoying my football again.” 

Martin, who can also play as a 
wide midfielder, 
joined Poole from 
Dorchester in 
November 
2013, having 
won the 
Magpies’ 
players’ play- 
er-of-the-year 
award the pre¬ 
vious season. 

Fie has also 
appeared for Exeter 
City, Salisbury City and Hayes & 
Yeading United and previously 
played for Dorchester alongside 
Weymouth’s current player-manag¬ 
er Jason Matthews. 

He was under contract at Poole, 
but the Tatnam outfit opted to allow 
the move rather than hold onto an 
unhappy player. 

Poole boss Tom Killick said: 
“Under contract or not, if a player is 
not happy then retaining him against 
his will is not conducive to a harmo¬ 
nious atmosphere. I must admit I 
would rather he had not gone to 
Weymouth, but sometimes you have 
to respect the needs of the player 
involved.” 

Lambert 
cuts losses 

RICKIE Lambert’s move from 
Southampton to Liverpool helped 
Eastleigh’s Vanarama Conference 
promotion rivals Bristol Rovers 
avoid posting a yearly loss of close 
to £1 million. 

Financial results for the year end¬ 
ing June 30, 2014, which are set to 
be approved at Rovers’ March 3 
AGM, will show the club reduced 
their yearly losses by 25.5 per cent 
from £781,911 to £566,408. 

But the former Football League 
outfit would have posted a much 
more significant loss had it not been 
for the bonus they received from the 
sell-on clause when Lambert left St 
Mary’s for Liverpool 
for around £4.5 
million last 
June. 

Former 
Saints boss 
Alan Pardew 
paid Bristol 
Rovers £1 
million for 
Lambert at the 
start of the 
2009/10 season. 

Lambert’s subsequent 
move to Anfield is believed to 
account for the majority of the 
£470,000 Rovers received in player 
sales during the aforementioned 
financial year. 





Beck’s Town have work to do 


MARTIN Beck’s Alresford Town 
still have work to do to preserve 
their Sydenhams Premier status, 
but last week’s 3-0 win at 
Christchurch was a huge step in 
the right direction. 

Goals by Tom Riddell (2) and Dan 
Fox gave them a ten-point cushion 
over second-to-bottom Fareham. 

“It was a massive win, really 
important,” said former Eastleigh, 
Winchester and Bashley winger 
Beck, who was part of Guy Butters’ 
Winchester City management 
team during their 2011/12 Wessex 
championship season. 

“Tom and Dan had been on the 
bench, but I gave them a run-out 
and they took the opportunity. We 
also had John Mulhern back from 
injury and he was one of our best 
players. 

“Jon’s another one I’ve known 
for years, I went to Toynbee School 


with him. 

“We signed him from Hythe & 
Dibden but then he turned his 
ankle and was cup-tied for a while 
and we hadn’t seen too much of 
him.” 

Not every result has been as 
good as last Saturday’s and Beck 
admitted: “It’s hard being a man¬ 
ager when you’re losing. You keep 
asking yourself what you can do to 
turn it into a win. 

“But the chairman Trevor 
Ingram and the committee at 
Alresford make life easy for you 
and just let you get on with it. 

“Tim Cole and Danny Robinson 
had success here as managers and 
Tim, who lives locally, has been 
very nice to me and said that if I 
need any advice to give him a call. 

“Tim told me that in his first ten 
games in charge they only won 
one, but the good thing at 


Alresford is they give you time. 

“I spoke to the chairman and 
he’s really happy with what I’m 
doing. We’re all going to stay on 
next year and start afresh in pre¬ 
season. 

“If we can keep the players we’ve 
got and add a couple more we’ll be 
fine. 

“We still need a win or two to 
make sure we’re safe in the 
Premier Division, but we should be 
alright.” 

Having no reserve side has 
proved a challenge for Beck, but 
family connections have come in 
handy. 

“When we’ve had players 
injured we’ve been sending them 
to Winchester Castle, where my 
brother Stewart is, to get them 
back to fitness with three or four 
games. It’s worked quite well,” 
Beck explained. 



MARTIN BECK 


SCRIVEN COULD STILL BE 
MAGPIES’ NUMBER ONE 



KEVIN Scriven may think he 
has hung up his goalkeeping 
gloves for good, but Alresford 
Town boss Martin Beck has 
other ideas. 

The former Farnborough, Havant 
& Waterlooville and Sutton United 
stopper became part of the 
Magpies’ management team 
towards the end of 2014. 

And although adding the term 
‘player’ to Scriven’s job description 
is out of the question right now 
while he awaits shoulder surgery, 
Beck has not given up hope of see¬ 
ing him don the Nol shirt at 
Arlebury Park. 

Beck said: “I’ve known Kev for 
years. He’s mates with my brother 
Stewart (co-boss of Winchester 
Castle) from when he was at the 
Bob Higgins Academy. He’s good 
friends with a couple of our players 
too. 


RETIRE 

“I asked the lads what he was up 
to and did they think he would start 
playing again, but they said no he’d 
got a bad shoulder and he was 
going to retire when he left Sutton. 

“He’s still waiting for an opera¬ 
tion and I’m hoping he’ll get the 
urge to play again when he’s had it 
done. 

“Kev’s only about 31 and I keep 
trying to persuade him to come out 
of retirement.” 

Beck is only too pleased to have 



HUNG UP HIS GLOVES: Kevin Scriven 


Scriven and former Sholing 
reserves coach Jamie Griggs on 
board as coaches/assistant man¬ 
agers and Mark Bentley, dad of 
defender Magpies’ defdnder Jamie 
and Winchester City hotshot 
Warren, helping out with training 
when time allows. 

At the start of the season Beck 
shared the managerial duties with 
ex-Bashley midfielder Jeremy 
Stagg, but all that changed in 
December when Stagg quit for per¬ 
sonal reasons. 

RESPONSIBILITY 

Going solo wasn’t easy at first, but 
the 34-year-old is now enjoying the 
extra responsibility - so much so 
that he has agreed to stay on at 
Arlebury Park for a second season. 

Looking back on Stagg’s depar¬ 
ture, Beck said: “Jeremy was enjoy¬ 
ing it here, but he had off-the-field 
problems and couldn’t do it any¬ 
more. 

“We’d taken the job on together 
and I said I would jack it in with 
him, but he told me he really want¬ 
ed me to carry on. 

“I said ‘no, I’ll stand by you,’ but 
he was having none of it. 

“It was nerve-racking at first to 
take it on by myself and when 
results didn’t go for us I thought 
‘have I made the right decision?’. 
But now I’m into it, I’m alright. 

“We’re a new squad so we’ve 
worked hard on building a good 
team spirit. It’s so important that 
the players enjoy themselves. 

“There are 17 of us going to 
Butlin’s at Bognor at the end of the 
season and things like that really 
help. We try to go out together once 
a month.” 
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AMBITIOUS Poole Town are hoping to 
enlist the services of ex-Saints and 
Cherries boss Harry Redknapp to give 
them the edge in their quest for 
Conference South football. 

Dolphins’ vice-chairman Chris Reeves has 
written to Sandbanks-based Redknapp to ask 
whether he would be interested in helping to 
raise the club’s profile during their push for 
promotion, writes ANDY MITCHELL. 

Redknapp, 67, quit as manager of Premier 
League QPR earlier this month and is resid¬ 
ing at his Dorset home awaiting knee 
surgery. 

The Daily Star recently reported Redknapp 
had been invited to join a consortium inter¬ 
ested in acquiring a club on the south coast 
with Plymouth, Torquay and Poole named as 
possible targets. 

Reeves revealed that ex-Cherries chairman 
Eddie Mitchell, who acquired a two-year 
option to buy Poole in December 2013, had 
made no contact with Redknapp over any 
such venture. 

However, Reeves has himself opened dia¬ 
logue with Redknapp to seek his advice as 
the club looks to strengthen its board and 
expertise behind the scenes. 

“In light of Harry’s resignation and the fact 
he is likely to be spending far more time at 
home than normal, I hope this is a good time 
to sound him out,” said Reeves. 

“We are not holding out the begging bowl, 
but with us being a hop, skip and a jump 
from the professional game we now need 
extra help and advice to keep us moving for¬ 
ward. 

“I have asked whether he would be pre¬ 
pared to give me an hour of his time to chat 
and you never know what might come out of 
such a conversation. 

“We desperately need some new blood. 

“What we have achieved is incredible, but 



the amount we need to do to contin¬ 
ue that momentum is awe-inspir¬ 
ing. 

“Harry has been a good friend 
to the club in the past, which 
dates back to when he brought 
his West Ham team to Poole 
Stadium. 

“Even if he would be pre¬ 
pared to publicly endorse 
what we are trying to do, then 
that would give us a bit of 
clout and stir up some inter¬ 
est.” 

Stressing that his plea had 
not been motivated by a 
need for cash, Reeves added: 

“No club is going to turn 
down an injection of money, 
it is the lifeblood for anyone at 
our level. 

“But, assuming that is not avail¬ 
able, we would welcome anyone 
who may be able to bring contacts. 
influence and experience. 

“Just imagine the kind of doors 
Harry Redknapp’s influence might 
open. 

“We have had an incredible journey 
thus far and somehow we will make 
sure it continues.” 

Poole opened a five-point cushion at 
the Southern Premier summit follow¬ 
ing Tuesday’s 3-0 home win over 
Chesham United. 

Goals by Marvin Brooks, Steve 
Devlin and Luke Burbidge sealed the 
points, but manager Tom Killick 
admitted: “The win was probably 
not as convincing as the score sug¬ 
gested. It was not one of our better 
performances, but it got us back on 
track after Saturday (a 1-1 draw at 
Histon). 


Harlequins end ‘horrendous’ run 



PICK OF THE BUNCH: Graham 
Mankin 


BEMERTON Heath Harlequins 
kissed goodbye to an “horren¬ 
dous” run of seven straight 
league and cup defeats at 
Hamworthy United last 
Saturday. 

A 40-yard Graham Mankin 
strike and Scott Joyce’s brace 
earned Ian Chalk’s men a long 
overdue 3-1 victory at the 
County Ground. 

Mankin’s goal was easily the 
pick of the bunch. Coming back 
from a three-week injury 
absence, he sent a long-range 
missile of a volley screaming 
into the top corner. 

Relieved boss Chalk said: “It’s 
always nice to win, especially 
after the horrendous run we’ve 


been on. But even in that time, 
except for the Winchester game 
(a 6-0 defeat), we’ve played real¬ 
ly well and been massively 
unlucky on so many occasions. 

“It’s no coincidence that 
when I have a full team to pick 
from we are a match for any¬ 
one. 

“On 16 occasions this season 
I’ve had four or five players 
missing and that’s impossible 
to cope with. 

“On Saturday I had Mankin, 
Neil Williams, Liam 
Hutchinson - although he 
slipped a disc in the warm-up 
so could be a long-term absen¬ 
tee - and Tom Roberts all back 
and we instantly looked 


stronger. 

“Jack Eves was away, so 
when he comes back we should 
almost be at full strength and 
hopefully we can have a good 
finish to the season. 

“Everything was right (at 
Ham worthy). The pitch was 
good, the conditions were per¬ 
fect, our attitude was spot on 
and even the officials had a 
good day!” 

Taking defeat squarely on the 
chin, Hammers boss Shane 
Traynor said: “It was quite an 
end-to-end game and Bemerton 
did a job. 

“Fair play to them, they 
deserved to win. They were 
more clinical than we were.” 



Ex-Saint at 
Kettering 

FORMER Saints trainee Joe Curtis 
has signed for Evo-Stik Southern 
One Central promotion chasers 
Kettering Town. 

The 21-year-old attacking mid¬ 
fielder spent five years at 
Southampton, the last two as a 
contract player, before being 
released at the end of last season 
after suffering a ligament injury. 

Curtis (pictured) began his career 
at Leicester City, rep¬ 
resenting the 
club at under¬ 


16 

level, 

b e f o 

' r e 

switch 

ing i 

to 

St L 

Mary’s. 



He | 

made 
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up 
for 

under- 
2011/12, 
a good on-pitch partner- 
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ship with Jake Sinclair. 

The following season he was pro¬ 
moted to the under-21 set-up 
where he was used in midfield more 
often to accommodate other play¬ 
ers. 

Since his release from St Mary’s 
he has appeared for Brackley Town 
in the Vanarama Conference North 
and Stamford in the Evo-Stik 
Northern Premier League Premier 
Division. 

Stewart in 
Town return 

KEN Stewart has taken over as act¬ 
ing chairman of Wimborne Town for 
a second time. 

The former Magpies chief has 
stepped back into the hot-seat fol¬ 
lowing Paula Henley’s departure 
earlier this month. 

Stewart (pictured) said the 
Southern One South & West club 
would not be actively seeking a 
new chairman 
or directors 
but would 
remain 
“open 
to the 
idea” 
o f 
inter¬ 
ested 
parties 
coming 
forward. 

“We 

will carry 
on and look 
forward to getting 
everything sorted out for the new 
ground,” he said. 

“Any club at our level would wel¬ 
come new directors or people who 
want to help out, but things are like¬ 
ly to stay the same at the moment. 

“We will not be advertising for 
anybody else but, like any other 
club, we need people and if the 
right ones come along then great.” 

Of the mid-table Magpies’ on¬ 
field showing under manager Steve 
Cuss, Stewart added: “We are quite 
happy with the players and 
progress this season considering 
the budget Steve has to play with.” 
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Top club 

NEW Milton Town have been hon¬ 
oured with the Sydenhams One 
club-of-the-month award for 
January. 

The New Forest club won three 
out of four of their January league 
games and progressed to the 
Russell Cotes Cup semi-finals with 
a 6-3 defeat of Ringwood Town. 

New Milton will go head-to-head 
with John Robson’s Blackfield & 
Langley for a place in the RCC final. 

Host venue 

NEWPORT loW’s St George’s Park 
stadium will be hosting internation¬ 
al guests in April. 

Port’s veteran side will take on 
Wales on Saturday, April 25 (7pm) - 
the first time an international vets 
team will have played on the Isle of 
Wight. 

Newport Vets chairman Kevin 
Winchcombe said: “It’s very excit¬ 
ing to be welcoming an internation¬ 
al side and no doubt the football 
community on the Island will get 
right behind us. 

“We played against Spurs 
Legends 18 months ago and won, 
so it will be nice to go against an 
international side and see how we 
match up.” 

John Herniman, an official from 
the Welsh team, said: “It’s a great 
honour to be invited to come and 
play.” 



Guest talk 

RADIO and TV sports presenter 
Michael Kurn (above) will be guest 
speaker at the February gathering 
of the Southampton Referees’ 
Association. 

Kurn will give an insight into his 
own sports career and how he got 
into presenting following injury. 

The meeting will be at The Dell 
Cafe Bar this Thursday (February 
26, 7pm for 7.30pm). 


Cash help 

TANNOY operator Martin Wootten 
has donated £1,000 to help 
Sydenhams Premier outfit 
Christchurch complete work on 
their new changing rooms. 

Wootten, 60, is a long-serving 
member of the match day medical 
staff at AFC Bournemouth and 
helps at Priory when commitments 
allow. 

The club would welcome the 
donation of funds, materials or 
expertise in their bid to finish the 
job. Ring Mick Ryan on 07967 
696673. 


Taffy rolls back years 



AT THE age of 48 most Wessex 
League footballers have long since 
hung up their boots. 

But Taffy Richardson is no 
ordinary player as he again 
proved for Verwood Town in 
their 1-0 win over Fareham last 
week. 

The former Wimborne and 
Poole non-League legend 
played the full 90 minutes of 
the Sydenhams Premier 
Division clash which was set¬ 
tled by Liam Donachy’s second 
half header at Potterne Park. 

Richardson had previously 
featured as a sub- 
s t i t u t e 
against 


Hamworthy United on 
December 27, having come out 
of retirement to play for 
Verwood. 

However, he sustained 
calf muscle damage in the 
1-0 defeat and had to wait 
another six weeks for his 
first start in central mid- 
field. 

Potters boss Carl Poore, 
a former teammate of 
Richardson’s at Poole, 
explained: “We were miss¬ 
ing four normal starters from 
the line-up, but the lads that 
stepped in did really well and 


NON-LEAGUE 
LEGEND: Taffy 
Richardson 


Taffy was superb. 

“He did really well considering he had¬ 
n’t played competitively for some time. 

“He definitely rolled back the years! 

“Even having been round the block, his 
determination to win rubs off on the kids 
in our team. He was a huge presence for 
us.” 

Despite a flu virus sweeping through 
the Fareham camp and Ian Humble get¬ 
ting married, the second-to-bottom visi¬ 
tors had their chances with Jack James’ 
speculative effort striking the woodwork, 
Verwood ’keeper Chris Lynch denying 
Louie Martin, Oily Searle and Ash 
Tattersall and both Mark Cotton and 
Bradey Norton having efforts cleared off 
the line. 

Poore acknowledged: “We threatened to 
score throughout the game, but Fareham 
had their fair share of chances as well. 

“However, we defended well consider¬ 
ing it was not the normal back four we’re 
used to.” 


CLARKE GOES BACK 
TO HIS TOWN ROOTS 


FRANKLYN Clarke has 
returned to his 
Wimborne Town roots 
from Blackfield & 
Langley. 

The versatile 

defender/midfielder was 
welcomed back at Cuthbury 
with open arms and thrown 
straight in for last 
Saturday’s 6-0 romp over 
Southern One South & West 
strugglers Bishop’s Cleeve, 
filling in for injured mid¬ 
fielder Jon Blake, writes 
WENDY GEE. 

Clarke moved to Blackfield 
in October and made 15 
appearances for John 
Robson’s Sydenhams 

Premier side, scoring once. 

Hailing his accomplished 
display against The Mitres, 
Wimborne boss Steve Cuss 
said: “He came straight in 
and played very well for us 
and, hopefully, that will con¬ 
tinue. We’re delighted to 
have him back. 

“Franklyn tried his luck at 
Blackfield and then decided 
he wanted to come back and 
give it a go at a higher level. 
He is keen to develop in the 
Southern League.” 

The Mapgies carried out a 
first-half demolition job on 
Bishop’s Cleeve, going in 5-0 


up at the break. 

Former Winchester City 
and Bashley marksman 
Mark Gamble led the way 
with a 19-minute hat-trick, 
backed by an Ian Oliver 
strike and an own goal. 

Matt Kemble added a sixth 
early in the second half 
before the excitement 
petered out. 

“We were under a certain 
amount of pressure in that 
they had picked up a few 
good results and came to us 
with a little bit of confi¬ 
dence,” said Cuss. 

“But our performance was 
excellent and we got our 
reward with plenty of goals.” 

The one blight on the win 
was Jamie Davidson sustain¬ 
ing a deep gash on the ankle 
which forced him off with 
just over half-an-hour gone. 

He needed seven stitches 
and was put on antibiotics to 
ward off possible infection. 

Meanwhile, under-16 
defender Callum O’Hare has 
signed senior forms for the 
Cuthbury club. 

“Callum is another success 
story of our youth policy,” 
said Cuss. “He has pro¬ 
gressed well with the under- 
16s and has now been pro¬ 
moted to the senior side to 
continue his development.” 



BACK HOME: Franklyn Clarke has left Blackfield and Langley to return to 
Wimborne Town. 
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‘HANG ON TO GOOD 

REFS FOR LONGER’ 


SEETHING: Dave Lewis, in his playing days 


stepping down at the end of the sea¬ 
son, but spoke of his belief that ref¬ 
erees go to Bemerton with “a pre¬ 
ordained idea of how they are going 
to officiate.” 

Chalk added: “Their perception of 
me and a few players is such that 
we are subjected to unfair treat¬ 
ment and are on the wrong end of 
pretty much all major decisions.” 

Lewis 
empathised 
with that 
view, saying: 

“Someone 
like Warren 
Hunt at 
Petersfield is 
a trophy to a 
referee and 
it’s disgust¬ 
ing when 
they take pre- 
v i o u s 
encounters 




previous into a game - and neither 
should they. 

“Ian Chalk played nearly 600 
games for Salisbury and feels he’s 
being hounded out and Bemerton 
have got Joe Sanger, who was and 
still is one of the best young strikers 
around, and he won’t play Wessex 
football because he’s so disillu¬ 
sioned with it all. 

“You look at 
Moneyfields, 
a good club 
with good peo¬ 
ple. 

“Miles 
Rutherford, a 
respected 
player, is now 
a good manag¬ 
er and there’s 
Graeme Gee, 
Miles’s assis¬ 
tant, who 
once turned 


FOLLAND Sports’ Dave Lewis is 
calling on the Sydenhams 
Wessex League to fight to keep 
better referees on board for 
longer. 

The Planemakers’ assistant boss 
insists Wessex players and man¬ 
agers deserve better than to see the 
pick of the match officials passing 
fleetingly through the Sydenhams 


TRAINING GROUND: The 

Wessex League is seen as a 
feeder league for good refs to 
move upwards, says Lewis 


Wendy Gee f 
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League before being hurried on to a 
higher level. 

Lewis was seething after eight 
players, five of them Planemakers, 
went into the referee’s notebook 
during last Saturday’s 1-0 defeat at 
Moneyfields, in his opinion ruining 
a good-natured, well-contested 
game. 

His frustration comes in the wake 
of Bemerton Heath Harlequins’ 
soon-to-retire boss Ian Chalk con¬ 
fessing that the standard of Wessex 
refereeing is turning him into “an 
angry little man” on match days. 

“I just think the whole system 
with regards to ‘Respect’ is com¬ 
pletely broken,” said Lewis. 

“It’s openly admitted that ours is 
a feeder league for the good referees 
to go on up to a higher level and at 
some point I think the SWL chair¬ 
man Ian Hoare has got to stand up 
and fight for the Wessex League. 

“It can’t be right that the Referees’ 
Association does not take our 
league seriously enough to give 
something back to the players. 

“Everyone’s sharp on ground 
grading and administration, but 
players are all saying the same 
thing about the quality of referee¬ 
ing and nothing ever gets done 
about it. 

“The Wessex League is lucky 
enough to have players who are ex- 
pros, managers who are ex-pros 
and young lads who are going to go 
on and become pros. 

“You’ve got young Ed Dryden at 
Petersfield who’s looking at a possi¬ 
ble two-year contract at Stoke City 
and (ex-Portsmouth youth striker) 
Alfie Rutherford at Moneyfields has 
a good opportunity of becoming a 
pro footballer again. 

“Moneyfields know it’s not going 
to harm Alfie’s development to get 
some games under his belt in 
Wessex football and that’s good 
advice. The player and the league 
will benefit and, when the time’s 
right, he’ll go on up again. 

“It should be the same with good 
referees. It wouldn’t harm them to 
stay in our league another year or 
two and gain that extra experience. 
They’d still go on and achieve 
everything they would have done. 

“But the best referees are lost to 
the Wessex League almost straight 
away and that’s not acceptable. 

“The players are the most impor¬ 
tant people in this league and the 
league should be standing up for 
them.” 

Chalk cited various reasons for 


into consider¬ 
ation. 

“It’s like me ringing round other 
clubs and saying we’ve had a par¬ 
ticularly bad ref this week so can 
you mark him down when you get 
him. 

“As managers and as a club we’ve 
had disagreements with referees at 
Follands, but I would never carry 


down a £15,000 

move to Enfield. 

“Characters like this reside in the 
Wessex League and they’re giving 
back to the game things that were 
passed down to them by good man¬ 
agers. 

“They deserve better than to have 
it treated as a feeder league for ref¬ 
erees.” 




GO TO daifyecho.co.uk FOR THE LATEST NON-LEAGUE NEWS 


MP backs 
owners of 
Salisbury 



MP John Glen has vowed to back 
the new owners of Salisbury FC as 
they continue to tackle the stadium 
dilemma head-first. 

The Salisbury MP is set to meet 
with the consortium to discuss ways 
in which they can move forward. 

The phoenix club still remains 
homeless after being denied access 
to the Raymond McEnhill Stadium 
by the trustees, writes JOEL HOLT 

“I have been in touch with the new 
owners and I am very encouraged 
by their commitment not to repeat 
the mistakes of the 
past,” Mr Glen 
(pictured) said. 

“Salisbury 
fans have 

been the 

innocent vic¬ 
tims in all of 
this. They 
deserve to 
have their V | 

football club 
back and on a 
sustainable foot¬ 
ing that ensures they 
can continue to support it for many 
years. 

“I hope the determination of the 
new leadership team to make a 
fresh start will translate into an 
agreement and I will be meeting 
them this week to do whatever I can 
to assist.” 

Consortium advisor Ian Ridley, 
(pictured below) once chairman of 
non-League Weymouth, said: “We 
are grateful for the support of Mr 
Glen, who clearly understands that 
Salisbury and its football supporters 
deserve a club playing again at the 
best level possible. 

“Sadly, one of the trustees has 
informed us that they do not think 
it is worth meeting us currently, but 
we will continue to press for dia¬ 
logue as a return to the Ray Mac 
remains our main 
hope. 

^ “From what 
we can glean, 
it does seem 
as if the 
trustees are 
| concerned 
about the 
sustainabili¬ 
ty of football 
at the stadium 
and we just 
hope we are not 
being tarred with the 
same brush as previous regimes 
that were unable to stop the old 
club from folding. 

“We certainly believe we have 
the plans and the personnel to 
make a go of it. 

“It may well be that the trustees 
want to sell the site for housing or 
have other plans, but we won’t 
know that until they tell us. 

“If that is the case, they are more 
likely, we believe, to get the 
change of use they would need 
from planning authorities if they 
worked with us to achieve the best 
outcome for all concerned - and 
more quickly.” 

In the meantime, the club are 
looking at other alternatives and 
are going ahead with their applica¬ 
tion to the FA so football will be 
played next season. 
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Robins get 
their say in 
title race... 


DOWNTON did Team Solent a huge 
favour in the Sydenhams One title 
race last Saturday, holding the then 
league leaders Tadley Calleva 1-1 at 
Wick Lane. 

The Robins didn’t get off to the 
start they had hoped for, falling 
behind to a Brett Denham goal fol¬ 
lowing a defensive mix-up. 

But Downton applied the pressure 
and were rewarded when Declan 
McGregor played through Craig 
Tyson (pictured) to equalise five 
minutes before the break. 

The Wiltshire hosts defended 
resiliently in the 
second half to 
frustrate a 
Tadley side 
who were 
to be 
knocked 
off top 
I spot in 
midweek 
when 
Team 
Solent 
beat Hythe 
& Dibden 3-1 
at Test Park. 

Chuffed Downton 
boss Colin Hopkins said: “We 
played how we train week in, week 
out. 

“Every player was at their best 
and, to be fair to the lads, they 
deserved all three points. 

“There are lots of positives for 
Mitch (Blake) and I to build on in 
training.” 

With their new Clayfields ground 
waterlogged, Hythe & Dibden - 
already well behind in games - had 
to foresake home advantage against 
Team Solent to get the fixture 
played. 

After Jim Orvis had plunged them 
into areas, the Watersiders 
equalised through Nathan Renyard 
after the break. 

But Solent finished the stronger 
with Pip Nolan and a trademark 
header from player-manager James 
Taylor lifting them to the summit, 
one point ahead of Tadley. 



Fifth 1 -0 in 
row for loW 

A SINGLE Jake Younie goal sen¬ 
tenced Brockenhurst to a 1-0 defeat 
at Newport loW on Tuesday. 

Amazingly it was the Islanders’ fifth 
straight league victory - all by a 1-0 
scoreline! 

The key moment came in the 68th 
minute when Jordan Browne played 
Younie through to round ’keeper 
Vinicius Marques de Salve before 
slotting the ball into an empty net. 

Newport had already sneaked past 
Bemerton, Fawley, Whitchurch and 
Blackfield & Langley 1-0 and this lat¬ 
est clean sheet meant they had not 
conceded a goal for 450 minutes. 

Club historians have confirmed it 
to be Port’s best defensive spell 
since April 2001 when they got 
through the final nine league match¬ 
es of the season, packed into just 16 
days, without leaking a goal. 


EX-SAINT R0BB0 
PLEDGES FUTURE 
TO BOROUGH 


EX-SAINT Andy Robinson has pledged 
his immediate future to Conference 
South promotion hunting Gosport 
Borough. 

The 22-year-old, who progressed through 
the same St Mary’s scholarship group as 
Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain and Sam Hoskins, 
has signed for the remainder of this season 
and for the 2015/16 campaign at Privett Park. 

A Saint from the age of eight, 
Bournemouth-born Robinson was hampered 
by a hip injury during his first year as a 
scholar but bounced back to captain the 
under-18 side and was billed on the club’s 
website as “a strong presence in the heart of 
midfield.” 

He got his senior opportunity shortly 
before his 20th birthday, going on as an 81st- 
minute substitute for Jack Cork in a Capital 
One Cup tie against Sheffield Wednesday. 

He joined Bolton Wanderers on loan in 
March last year and, two months later, it was 
confirmed he would be joining the 
Championship club on a one-year-contract 
from July. 

However, on July 19 Bolton announced that 
Robinson had left the Macron Stadium hav¬ 
ing failed to settle in the north-west. 

He re-emerged on the south coast scene in 
October, signing non-contract forms for 
Southern League Premier Division outfit 
Dorchester Town. 

Robinson arrived at Gosport last month 


Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@dailyecho .co.uk 

NON-LEAGUE REPORT: 



and has quickly convinced manager Alex 
Pike that he will be a major asset in mid¬ 
field/defence. 

Pike said: “I am delighted that such a young 
and talented footballer has decided to pledge 
his future to the club. 

“There is no doubt in my mind that Gosport 
will provide him with the platform to get 
back into the professional game. 

“After watching him in training and over 
the last four games, it was a no-brainer to 
offer him a contract. 

“The club and I are delighted he accepted.” 

Gosport, who have also recruited 19-year- 
old Plymouth Argyle loanee midfielder River 
Allen, boosted their play-off hopes with two 
home victories this week. 

They came back from behind on Saturday 
to beat FA Trophy semi-finalists Bath City 3- 
1 through an own goal, Justin Bennett and 
Dan Wooden. 

Bennett and Wooden were again on target, 
along with Matt Paterson, in Tuesday’s 3-2 
win over Paul Doswell’s Sutton United who 
replied through former Eastleigh favourite 
Damian Scannell and Shaquille Hippolyte- 
Patrick. 



SENIOR CHANCE: Andy Robinson on his 
Southampton debut against Sheffield 
Wednesday in the Capital One Cup Third 
Round in September 2012. 


Diaper to manage staff for cups 



CAREFUL: Sholing’s manager Dave Diaper. 


SHOLING boss Dave Diaper will manage 
his playing staff carefully to give them the 
best possible chance of delivering more sil¬ 
verware to the Silverlake Arena. 

Last season was an outstanding one for 
the Boatmen with the FA Vase and 
Sydenhams Premier Division trophy tak¬ 
ing pride of place on the Portsmouth Road 
mantelpiece. 

Their new-look squad have had a harder 
time of it in 2014/15 with a mixed bag of 
results in the Southern One South & West 
but, true to form, they are still going 
strong in knockout competition with a 
Russell Cotes Cup quarter-final and a 
Hampshire FA Senior Cup semi-final to 
look forward to. 

Sydenhams Premier side Horndean are 
the Russell Cotes visitors this Wednesday 
(February 25, 7.45pm) - the winners of that 
tie assured home advantage in the semis 
against Bemerton Heath Harlequins. 

In the county cup Sholing have landed 
arguably the toughest possible task 
against AFC Bournemouth’s vibrant, 
young development squad and Diaper 
wants to keep all his players fit so the club 
can give the best possible account of them¬ 
selves. 

Skipper Byron Mason was due back 
available against Swindon Supermarine 


today after being given time to rest a trou¬ 
blesome Achilles. 

But Kev Brewster was set to drop out as 
a precautionary measure with a slight 
knee injury, while centre-back Pete Castle, 
who missed much of the season after knee 
surgery, was likely to make way for fit- 
again Mike Byrne. 

“We’ve got to make sure slight knocks 
don’t become big knocks and we don’t lose 
players for a long time,” said Diaper. 

“We’ve got a Russell Cotes Cup quarter¬ 
final against Horndean on Wednesday and 
I also want as strong a side as possible for 
the Hampshire Senior Cup semi against 
Bournemouth. 

“League-wise we’re not going to go down 
and we’re not going make the play-offs, but 
we’ve still got two pieces of silverware to 
play for. 

“We’re the highest ranked side left in the 
Russell Cotes Cup and we’ve been blessed 
with a home tie - and another against 
Bemerton in the semis if we get through.” 

But he warned: “It’s going to be tough 
against Horndean. 

“They seem to perform in one-off games 
like when they beat Eastleigh 3-0 (in the 
Hampshire Senior Cup). 

“They have a good cup pedigree and 
they’ll be right up for it.” 


GIRLS’ FOOTBALL - SEE PAGE 34 
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MILESTONE: Joe 
McDonnell in action 
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expecting. McDonnell clearly 
impressed Wimbledon boss Neal 
Ardley on his 
^ senior 
_ | debut. 

^ \ “It’s difli 

\ ) cult to 
come on 


JOE McDonnell has blazed a 
| trail for other young 
Basingstoke Town footballers 
| to follow. 

The 20-year-old goalkeeper has 
I become the first product of Town’s 
| relatively new, full-time, in-house 
academy system to play in the 
Football League. 

McDonnell made his debut for AFC 
Wimbledon against League Two lead¬ 
ers Shrewsbury Town last Saturday, 
going on a substitute when James 
Shea suffered a broken nose just 15 
minutes in. 

He was unable to prevent the visi¬ 
tors losing 2-0, but had little chance of 
stopping either goal and made an 
excellent save to deny James Collins 
in the closing stages. 

Talking about his big day, 
McDonnell said: “It was a great feel¬ 
ing to make my debut and, while I 
was nervous, I took a couple of cross¬ 
es and started to feel a bit more confi¬ 
dent. 

“I only really had one save to make, 
it was more about organising the 
defence and coming for crosses. It was 
disappointing to lose, but Shrewsbury 
are a really good team and I felt that I 
did well personally.” 

The former Cranbourne Business 
and Enterprise College pupil added: “I 
am really enjoying it at Wimbledon. 
The manager has shown a lot of faith 
in young players and it’s great to be 
part of it. 

“I thought I would be mainly play¬ 
ing for the under-21s this season, so to 
get a game is way beyond what I was 


away from 
home 
against the 
league leaders, 
but I could not fault 
Joe,” said the Dons manager. “He was 
good at his talking and came well for 
crosses. I’m really pleased for him 
because he works really hard on the 
training pitch.” Everyone at 
Basingstoke is delighted with 
McDonnell’s progress. Jason Bristow, 
manager of the Conference South pro¬ 
motion seekers, said: “We have all 
been following Joe’s progress with 
real interest and hope there are more 
appearances to come. 

“To make his first appearance is a 
massive milestone for him and some¬ 
thing for Basingstoke Town as a 
whole to be really proud of.” 

Having come back from behind to 
draw 1-1 at St Albans City last 
Saturday, third-placed Basingstoke 
returned to winning ways in mid¬ 
week. They comfortably beat 
Maidenhead 3-0 at York Road through 
Liam Enver-Marum (2) and Louie 
Soares. 


_ 


McManus hails 
Petersfield’s 
title hopes 


Watersiders chase silver 


BLACKFIELD & Langley have 
accepted defeat in the Sydenhams 
Premier Division title race, but they 
are still in pursuit of silverware. 

After the major coup of beating 
Gosport Borough in the last eight of 
the Russell Cotes Cup, they returned 
to Portsmouth territory on Tuesday to 
book another semi-final slot, this time 
in the Sydenhams Wessex League 
Cup. 

With time running out at 
Horndean’s Five Heads Park, the 
Watersiders were staring a 2-1 defeat 
in the face after Deans duo Robbie 
Pittman and Nathan Paxton had can¬ 
celled out Jesse Gould’s opener for the 
visitors. 


But Dan Cann’s 88th-minute leveller 
earned Blackfield a late reprieve and 
they ran away with it in extra-time 
with substitute Dan Munday (2), 
Gould and Edgar Zanin firing them to 
a 6-2 win. 

“It was a full-booded, no-quarter- 
given affair and anyone who paid the 
£6 to get in will have got their money’s 
worth,” said Blackfield assistant boss 
Chris Farrell. 

“We’re chuffed to bits with the 
result, particularly as we were down 
to the bare bones. 

“We had 11 players, the coach and 
Ekow Elliott and Dan Munday, who 
are both injured, on the bench. Young 
Jack Nicholson played in goal and did 


terrific. “We won’t win the league 
now. Petersfield have already won it 
as far as I’m concerned and fair play to 
them for that. Over the season they 
have been the best side. We’re miles 
behind. 

“But we’re in two semi-finals and 
we’re looking forward to it.” 

Blackfield will do battle with yet 
another Portsmouth area side, 
Graham Rix’s in-form AFC 
Portchester, in the last four of the 
SWL Cup. 

First, though, they face a trip to New 
Milton Town this Tuesday (February 
24) in the Russell Cotes Cup semis. 

Hopefully the return of long-term 
shoulder injury victims Joey Byrne 


and Danny Young is imminent, but 
defender Richard Jackson is out for 
the rest of the season with another 
hamstring problem. 

Defender/midfielder Franklyn 
Clarke has rejoined his old club 
Wimborne Town, but Blackfield have 
welcomed in pacy ex-Totton & Eling 
forward/full-back Jude Nwachukwu 
from Sholing. 

• Russell Cotes Cup semi-finals: 
New Milton Town v Blackfield & 
Langley, Sholing or Horndean v 
Bemerton Heath Harlquins. 

• Sydenhams League Cup semi-finals 
(at neutral venues): AFC Portchester v 
Blackfield & Langley, Petersfield Town 
v Bemerton Heath Harlequins. 


PAT McManus has added his name 
to Petersfield Town’s lengthening list 
of admirers. 

After watching his Brockenhurst 
side gunned down 5-0 by the 
Sydenhams Premier leaders on a 
none-too-romantic Valentine’s Day 
at Love Lane, McManus felt the 
Rams bore the hallmark of champi¬ 
ons. 

“I wouldn’t say it was quite a St 
Valentine’s Day Massacre - we only 
gave them five presents!” he smiled. 

“But do Petersfield look like cham¬ 
pions? Absolutely. 

“Looking at them and the rest of 
the so-called title contenders, the 
thing that stands out for me is that 
Petersfield have not had a dip. 
They’ve stayed consistent all sea¬ 
son. 

“They’ve played all the top sides 
and, on paper, the toughest fixture 
they’ve got left now is probably 
Newport loW away - and Newport 
were probably a better side at the 
beginning of the season than they 
are now. 

“Having looked at Petersfield’s 
run-in, I’d say they’re probably 
there.” 

After going toe-to-toe with the 
would-be champions for the first 25 
minutes, Brockenhurst - weakened 
by the absence of defender Joe 
Chamberlain and midfielder Tom Hill 
- were plunged into arrears by Andy 
Todd’s overhead kick after mayhem 
had broken out from a corner. 

Ash Howes’ 30-yarder made it 2-0 
just before the break and the big dis¬ 
appointment for McManus was see¬ 
ing Town cash in on three free head¬ 
ers - by Todd, Danny Thompson 
and substitute Rob Tambling - after 
the break. 

But he conceded: “The lad up front 
(Todd) is a handful. He was virtually 
unplayable against us. 

“He’s not a unit, he’s quite wiry. 
He’s about the same height as 
(Moneyfields’) Steve Hutchings but 
doesn’t have his build, but he’s 
much more mobile. 

“He was really good against us - 
they all were. Petersfield are a very, 
very good side with no real weak¬ 
nesses. 

“They can play passing football or 
go from back to front quickly when 
they need to, they’ve got the per¬ 
sonnel to play both ways. 

“We’ve played them twice and 
(second-placed) Moneyfields twice 
and, based on last Saturday’s per¬ 
formance, Petersfield are the best.” 

If the Love Lane outfit do go on 
and take the Premier title, it will be a 
remarkable achievement just a year 
on from lifting the Division One 
crown. 

They scarcely got a mention, let 
alone a vote, when The Pink con¬ 
ducted a pre-season poll of man¬ 
agers requesting their tips for the 
title. And McManus - one of 14 to 
have nailed his colours to the 
Winchester City mast - believes the 
Rams have benefited from staying 
out of the spotlight. 

“They went under everyone’s radar 
at the beginning of the season, com¬ 
ing up from the other division, and 
they haven’t got above themselves,” 
he said. 

“Their manager Ian Saunders 
won’t let them get carried away and 
he’s made sure they approach every 
game with the right attitude.” 


COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS’ FOOTBALL - SEE PAGE 35 
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Silverlake 
‘fortress’ 
description 
does us 
no favours, 
says Hill 


EVEN when Eastleigh were virtu¬ 
ally invincible in their own back 
yard, boss Richard Hill was 
never a fan of the media tempt¬ 
ing fate by describing the 
Silverlake Stadium as “a 
fortress”. 

But with the BT Sport televi¬ 
sion crew due to descend on 
Stoneham Lane next Saturday 
(February 28) for a 12.45pm 
Vanarama Conference kick-off, 
what he wouldn’t give for the 
Spitfires to revel in another vic¬ 
tory on home soil after three 
rare defeats in front of their own 
supporters. 

Up to the turn of the year 
Eastleigh had not lost at home 
in the league - a remarkable 
achievement for a club newly 
promoted from the Conference 
South who had included the 
likes of Bristol Rovers on their 
high-brow 
visitors’ list. 

But hav¬ 
ing finally 
succumbed 
to defeat in 
their 13th 
home game 
against 
Altrincham 
on January 
4, they have 
stumbled 
twice more 
since, at 
the hands 
of Grimsby and against Torquay 
United last Saturday. 

Despite those losses, they 
headed to Chester today sitting 
a superb sixth in the table and 
still well placed for a play-off 
push. 

Because while home form has 
suffered slightly of late, 

Eastleigh have hit a hot spell on 
the road, picking up ten of the 
last 12 available points. 

Their last away win was partic¬ 
ularly satisfying, fighting back 
with late goals from Joe 
Partington and Jai Reason to 
grind out a 2-1 victory at far¬ 
away Southport on a cold 
Tuesday night. 

But they had the tables turned 
on them by Torquay last 
Saturday when, having led 
through Dean Burton’s first goal 
for the club, they were undone 
by revenge attacks from Ollivier 
Gueguen and Ryan Bowman as 
the FA Trophy semi-finalists 
clinched their first league victory 
in eight games. 

Continued on facing page 



RICHARD HILL 



HE wrote his name mto Portsmouth 
foldore almost 20 years ago now. 

He went on to command a £1.5m price tag 
when he left Fratton Park aged just 21. 

He score in the Premier League against 
some of the biggest names in world football. 

And he went on to play on the greatest stage 
of them all, the World Cup. 

In the twilight of his career, he has won pro¬ 
motion twice from the fourth division of 
English football in the last two seasons. 

That means recent Eastleigh signing Deon 
Burton is targeting a promotion hat-trick. 

The well-travelled 38-year-old former 
Jamaican international arrived at the 
Silverlake Stadium last month after being 
released by Scunthorpe United. 

After two sub appearances, he celebrated 
his first start with a goal in last weekend’s 2-1 
home Conference Premier defeat against 
Torquay. 

It was back on May 6,1996 that Deon Burton 
became the toast of Portsmouth Football 
Club. 

He scored the only goal in a win at 
Huddersfield that took Pompey out of the rel¬ 
egation zone on the final day of th season. 
Pompey stayed up on goal difference, with 
Millwall - who failed to beat Ipswich on the 
final day - tumbling down into the third divi¬ 
sion instead. 

Burton was signed by then Premier League 
Derby County in the summer of 1997 for 
£1.5m. 

World Cup debut 

The Rams manager at the time was Jim 
Smith, the man who gave Burton his Pompey 
first team debut in the 1994/95 campaign. 

Burton scored his first Premier League goal 
in October 1997 in a 5-2 win at Sheffield 
Wednesday. 

The following April he struck twice in a 4-0 
home win over Bolton Wanderers. 

A few months later, still only 22, Burton was 
appearing for Jamaica in all three of their 
World Cup group games. 

He featured in a 3-1 loss to Croatia and a 5-0 
caning by Argentina - Gabriel Batistuta hit¬ 
ting a hat-trick - before helping the ‘Reggae 
Boyz’ beat Japan 2-1. 

Burton had done more than most to help his 
country get to France. 

He plundered the winning goal in two suc¬ 
cessive home qualifiers against Canada and 
Costa Rica, plus also netting in a 1-1 draw in 
the USA and a 2-2 draw in El Salvador. 

The following season, 1998/99, Burton 
scored twice in a 2-1 home win over Everton. 

He also grabbed the Rams’ goal in a 1-1 
draw with Manchester United at Pride Park. 

Burton later netted at White Hart Lane and 
in a 3-2 home win over Liverpool. 

On the opening day of the 2000/01 cam¬ 
paign, he was again on target against Glenn 
Hoddle’s Saints in a 2-2 draw at Pride Park, 
Hassan Kachloul scoring both for the visitors. 

Burton was to score winners against both 
Everton and Aston Villa before giving Derby 
the lead at Anfield in March 2001, prior to 
Michael Owen’s leveller. 

That is the pedigree of the player Spitfires 
manager Richard Hill recently brought in. 


striker has 
always / 
produced 
the 
goods 

_ 

Deon Burton league career record 


94/95 Pompey 

Ch 

5(2) 

2 

95/96 Pompey 

Ch 

24(8) 

7 

96/97 Pompey 

Ch 

12(9) 

1 

96/97 Cardiff (Loan) 

L2 

5 

2 

97/98 Derby 

Pr 

13(17) 

3 

98/99 Derby 

Pr 

14(7) 

9 

98/99 Barnsley (Loan) 

Ch 

3 

0 

99/00 Derby 

Pr 

15(4) 

4 

00/01 Derby 

Pr 

25(7) 

5 

01/02 Derby 

Pr 

8(9) 

1 

01/02 Stoke (Loan) 

LI 

13(2) 

4 

02/03 Derby 

Ch 

4(3) 

3 

02/03 Pompey 

Ch 

11(4) 

4 

03/04 Pompey 

Ch 

0(1) 

0 

03/04 Walsall (Loan) 

LI 

2(1) 

0 

03/04 Swindon (Loan) 

L2 

4 

1 

04/05 Brentford 

LI 

40(2) 

10 

05/06 Rotherham 

LI 

24 

12 

05/06 Sheff Wed 

Ch 

15(2) 

3 

06/07 Sheff Wed 

Ch 

35(7) 

13 

07/08 Sheff Wed 

Ch 

23(17) 

7 

08/09 Sheff Wed 

Ch 

9(8) 

1 

08/09 Charlton 

Ch 

12(8) 

5 

09/10 Charlton 

LI 

35(4) 

13 

12/13 Gillingham 

L2 

31(9) 

12 

13/14 Scunthorpe 

L2 

20(14) 

6 

14/15 Scunthorpe 

LI 

1(4) 

0 

14/15 York 

L2 

1 

0 

14/15 Eastleigh 

Conf 

1(2) 

1 


Stoke City on loan. 

He made an instant impact there, scoring at 
the Millennium Stadium in the League 1 play¬ 
off final victory against Brentford. 

Burton’s career nosedived slightly after that 
but received a kickstart in the 2004/05 season 
when he helped Martin Allen’s Brentford 
into the League 1 play offs, where they lost to 
Paul Sturrock’s Sheffield Wednesday in the 
semis. 

Burton also played against Saints in the FA 
Cup fifth round that season, the Bees claim¬ 
ing a shock 2-2 draw at St Mary’s before losing 
the replay. 

He joined Rotherham in the summer of 
2005, scoring his first professional hat-trick 
against Blackpool early in the 2005/06 League 
1 season. 

Impressive form for the Millers earnt him a 
£100,000 move to Sheffield Wednesday of the 


Championship 
the following 
January. 

Burton scored 
13 times for the 
Owls in his first 
full season at the 
club, in 2006/07, 
though he had a slow 
start with just 
two goals in 
his first 
1 9 
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onship appearances. 
3/09 he initially joined 
l on loan in November 
king his debut against 
i a 0-0 draw at The 

/ed at St Mary’s the fol- 
en Charlton’s 3-2 win 
amts’ parent company 
e Holdings PLC had 
:ion. Burton ended the 
tick on the final day 
both clubs, along with 
i to the third tier, 
s best scoring season 
first full season with 
times. 

gainst Alan Par dew’s 
n September 2009, and 
enalties in a 4-4 home 


debut season 
as top league 
scorer with 
nine goals 


draw with London 
rivals Millwall. 

Burton left 

England in the sum¬ 
mer of 2010, sign¬ 
ing for Gabala of 
the Azerbaijan 
League. 

None other 
than former 
England skipper 
Tony Adams was 
in charge of the 
team at the time. 
Burton fin¬ 
ished his 


Gabala finished seventh in the league. 

Adams left shortly after, and Burton 
managed six more goals in 2011/12 as the 
team improved slightly to finish fifth. 

On returning to England in the summer 
of 2012 he signed for Gillingham. 

In his only season at Priestfield, he 
scored 12 times to help the Kent club win 
promotion from League 2. 

Gillingham won the title by four points 
from Rotherham, with Burton scoring all 
his club’s goals against the Millers that 
season. 

He netted twice in a 2-1 win in south 
Yorkshire in December and got the only 
goal in the return match the following 
April. 

Burton also scored on his final appear¬ 
ance, in a 2-2 home draw on the final day 
against an AFC Wimbledon side contain¬ 


ing new Eastleigh colleagues Harry Pell 
and Jack Midson. 

He moved to Scunthorpe in the summer 
of 2013, and instantly helped the Iron win 
promotion from League 2. 

He scored six times in total as the club 
finished runners-up to champions 
Chesterfield. 

Five of his goals came in a purple seven 
game spell in December and January, cul¬ 
minating in a goal at Dagenham & 
Redbridge. 

But Burton picked up a knee injury in that 
game which was to rule him out for over two 
months. 

He suffered another knee injury in his sec¬ 
ond game on loan to York last November, 
and returned to Scunthorpe to have his con¬ 
tract cancelled by mutual consent. 


Burton in action 
for Charlton and, 
right, playing for 
latest club 
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From facing page 

Hill did not think Eastleigh 
played badly. Far from it. Bar a 
couple of defensive lapses, he 
rated the performance more 
highly than the one at 
Southport. 

“On another day, with a bit of 
luck and the wind blowing in the 
right direction, we could have 
won the game two or three-nil,” 
he said. 

“But we didn’t and I’ve no 
arguments with that because 
twice we weren’t good enough 
defensively. 

“This place was quite a diffi¬ 
cult place for teams to come to 
and, at the moment, it’s not 
quite as difficult for them. 

“When you go to Southport 
and get a result you need to 
back it up with something, 
especially when the next game’s 
at home. 

“It didn’t quite happen this 
time but to see Torquay cele¬ 
brating the way they did at the 
end of the match shows how far 
Eastleigh have come as a team 
and as a club. 

“They were a Football League 
club last year and there they 
were with the manager and staff 
punching the air because they’d 
beaten us. 

“Good 
luck to 
them, but it 
speaks vol¬ 
umes for 
Eastleigh 
that 

Torquay 
celebrated 
like that.” 
As 

always, the 
defeat was 
analysed at 
length by 
fans on the club forum and two 
supporters even went as far as 
sending letters to Hill - a former 
assistant boss at Aston Villa, 
QPR and Wycombe Wanderers, 
among others - advising him on 
tactics and team selection. 

“I’ve had two letters this week 
from fans telling me how we 
should be playing, what forma¬ 
tion we should be playing and 
who we should be playing,” he 
said. 

“If they’re wondering whether 
I’ve read them - yeah, I have....” 

• REARRANGED dates have 
been set for Eastleigh’s three 
outstanding Vanarama 
Conference fixtures. 

The game at FC Halifax, post¬ 
poned last month due to a 
frozen pitch, will be played this 
Tuesday (February 24), while the 
waterlogged fixture at 
Kidderminster Harriers on 
January 31 has been slotted in 
for Tuesday, March 10. 

Finally the scheduled home 
game against Wrexham, which 
originally clashed with the Welsh 
side's FA Trophy tie, is due to go 
ahead on Tuesday, March 17. 



JAI REASON 
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Church 

chief 

stands 

down 

CHAIRMAN Mark Duffy has 
offered his resignation to the 
committee of Sydenhams 
Premier strugglers Christchurch. 

The 56-year-old cited ongoing 
work commitments in Jersey as 
his primary reason for stepping 
down after three-and-a-half 
years. 

Duffy revealed that vice- 
chairman Mick Ryan had 
reluctantly taken on added 
duties in his absence this season 
and said the time had come to 
step aside for the good of the 
club. 

“You cannot be an effective 
chairman if you are never there,” 
he said. 

“I was reluctant to stand this 
season because I knew what my 
work commitments would entail. 
The committee asked me to give 
it a go, but has it been a 
success? Probably not. 

“You lose touch and it is 
exacerbated by the fact we hire 
the facilities from a limited 
company. Different things crop 
up and need dealing with. 

“Mick Ryan has been burdened 
by a lot of it. He made it quite 
clear he did not want to be 
chairman but has ended up with 
the lion’s share of the 
responsibility.” 

With regards to team matters, 
Duffy added: “I have seen very 
few matches this season and 
have had more telephone 
conversations with (manager) 
Adie Arnold than face-to-face 
meetings. 

“When results are difficult on 
the pitch it presents more and 
more challenges off it, especially 
at a club like Christchurch. 

“When things happen, like 
(successful ex-Priory boss) 
Graham Kemp leaving 
Dorchester Town, there is a 
stimulus for people to try and 
get such matters on the 
agenda.” 

Duffy remains open to 
returning to football should his 
work situation change, but said: 
“Whether that would be 
Christchurch, I don’t know, 
because there is a lot to deal 
with that is out of our control 
(with regard to the facilities). 

“I am still very passionate 
about the club and wish them 
well.” 





HARRY Pell is happy again. 

Eastleigh’s new midfielder is playing football 
and, as he emphasises on a number of occasions 
during this interview, that is what he loves 
doing, writes PAUL McNAMARA. 

Moreover, for a large part of this campaign, 
the Essex born player has been denied the 
opportunity to get his boots dirty. 

Finding himself out of the side at AFC 
Wimbledon, after spending the previous season- 
and-a-half as a key figure in the Dons’ set-up 
was, for a man who admits he ‘hates’ not play¬ 
ing, almost too much to bear - a fact to which 
his ‘missus’ will attest. 

Pell’s mind is plainly still swirling as he 
attempts to explain the emotional toll taken on 
him by a frustrating period in his young life. 

“It’s been - you should ask my missus - it’s 
been an absolutely dreadful few months for 
me,” he explained. 

“I don’t think people understand. It’s difficult. 

“The Premier League boys, they’re part of a 
make-up and they’ve got it so nice. 

“When you’re at this level, you go in and I just 
felt terrible. 

“I was in a really bad place and it was really 
affecting me. 

“It seemed to me like no matter what I did, I 
wasn’t playing. 

“I could go in and have a really bad week, or 
do the very best possible - and nothing was 
changing.’ 

Along with his hunger for playing the game, 
Pell’s other oft repeated priority is to be part of 
a winning team. 

As such, his relief to be in action again 
notwithstanding, the 23 year-old isn’t particu¬ 
larly happy with a return of one win (2-1 at 
Southport on February 10), one draw (Eastleigh 
shared six goals in a home clash with AFC 
Telford on Pell’s February 7 debut) and a single 
defeat (2-1 against Torquay last Saturday) from 
his initial three appearances for his new club. 

“It’s a little bit disappointing,” he said. 

“Until the end of the season, I don’t want 
things to be about me. I want the team to do 
well - and to take four points from nine, I don’t 
think it’s been a perfect start, or even a good 
start. 

“It’s been an average start. We need to get 
some more wins, start winning some games and 
maybe being a little bit better defensively.” 

That winner’s attitude was honed during 
eleven years spent developing through the 
ranks at Charlton Athletic, from where Pell was 
released as an 18 year-old in 2010. 

Unusually for an aspirational teenager let go 
by his boyhood team (although he grew up a 
Chelsea supporter), Pell wasn’t unduly con¬ 
cerned to be released by the club that had just 
missed out on promotion to the Championship 
after losing a League One play-off semi-final to 
Swindon Town. 

“It was a blessing in disguise,” he remarked. 

“I left there and had different things available 
to me straight away. 

“Being at the club for so long, it was a bit of a 
blow. 

“But I understand that football is a bit of a 
ruthless business. 

“You get passed from pillar to post. 

“I enjoyed my time at Charlton and it made me 
that player I am. I had some good years down 
there, but I was keen to move on as well really. 

“They had a couple of midfielders on their 
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Eastleigh 


signing 
Harry Pell 
has settled 
in nicely 
at his 
new home 
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books. In the meeting (when he was informed 
he would be released) it was along the lines of, 
it would be best for me if I did go elsewhere - 
and I had options. 

They said: “For you, personally, we believe 
it would be better for you if you go this way.” 

I spoke to my family about it, and did that.’ 

One of those midfielders blocking Pell’s 
path at the Addicks was Jonjo Shelvey, 
who would go on to spend three years 
with Liverpool and is now plying 
his trade with Premier League 
Swansea City. 

Indeed, only a few weeks ago Shelvey scored 
the Swans’ winner from distance to give the 
Welsh clu a shock victory at St Mary’s. 

If he had made a different call, at the tender 


age of 12, however, 

Pell could have ended 
up being a contemporary of 
another high-profile English 
bailer. 

Jack Wilshere is six weeks the Eastleigh 
man’s junior and would have become a 
youth team colleague of Pell’s at Arsenal, 
had the then Charlton schoolboy accepted an 
offer to link up with the north London giants. 
As Pell reflects, there is more than a trace of 
regret in his sentiments. 

“I made a mistake if I’m being honest. I don’t 
know, at 12 years of age, it was a bit silly real¬ 
ly. The plan was to go through Charlton and to 
make it all the way with Charlton - but that 
didn’t really happen. 


_ 
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“Looking back, I wouldn’t say I’ve got many 
regrets in football, and I don’t think I’ve made 
too many bad decisions on moves. 

“That, for me, is a regret of mine.’ 

When Pell did leave the Valley it was for 
the rather less glamorous climbs of 
Bristol Rovers and, ultimately, a futile 
League One relegation battle. 

It would be late in the 2010/2011 sea¬ 
son, though - and following a month’s 
temporary stay at then League 2 
' Hereford United - before Pell was 
given a proper crack at establishing 
himself in the Rovers’ midfield. 

His chance came when Stuart Campbell 
replaced Dave Penney to become the club’s 
fourth manager of a turbulent campaign - and 


perhaps had its roots in Pell’s first day with 
Rovers. 

“Stuart Campbell was a player and I can 
remember being at the training ground on my 
first day. It was non-contact -1 got the ball and 
he just ran his studs right down the back of my 
leg. I thought ‘Right, ok, he’s trying to prove a 
point.’ 

“Things didn’t go that well (initially), but then 
he got the job and straight away he called me 
back from my loan spell. 

“For me, that was a really nice gesture. I 
came back and played practically every game to 
try and keep us up - winning Young Player of 
the Year at the end of the season as well. 

“I was learning the game and to be chucked in 
at the deep end was a nice feeling. 


“The team wasn’t doing well (prior to his 
recall) and I wasn’t playing. I was getting frus¬ 
trated off the pitch. It was really difficult.’ 

Pell says that his string of late season appear¬ 
ances for Rovers - all made with the spectre of 
relegation hanging over the team - ‘made me 
who I am today,’ recalling, in particular, doing 
battle with a Saints team containing the likes of 
Rickie Lambert and which would go on to be 
promoted out of the third tier at the end of the 
season. 

While the Saints were celebrating their suc¬ 
cess, Pell was again moving on; Campbell’s 
wanderlust indirectly influencing the decision 
of his rookie charge to turn his earlier loan deal 
at Hereford into something more permanent. 

“Stuart Campbell made it clear that he was 
ambitious. He wanted to go and work out in 
America (Campbell moved to Tampa Bay 
Rowdies, where he remains assistant coach, 
later that year). 

“I understood that he wasn’t going to be the 
manager - and he’s the one who played me. 

“If Stuart Campbell had got the job then, one 
hundred per cent, I would have signed for 
Bristol Rovers. 

“But, again, I didn’t want to be put into a situ¬ 
ation where I wasn’t playing. I hate it when I’m 
not playing. I opted to sign a two year deal at 
Herford, another club I’m really fond of.” 

So fond, in fact, that the current plight of that 
famous old club, now forced out of business, vis¬ 
ibly pains their ex-midfielder. 

Pell speaks with enormous affection for the 
place where he really forged his reputation as a 
thoroughbred Football League performer. 

“It’s terrible. I can’t believe what’s happened. 

I don’t know the full ins and outs of it. 

“I don’t want to get too involved with it, 
because it’s just disappointing. 

“The time I had there, and the people I met, it’s 
horrible.’ 

Indeed, the bond that Pell forged with the 
Edgar Street outfit and a number of the locals 
made Hereford’s relegation out of the league at 
the end of his first full campaign in 2011/12 with 
the club a stinging blow to absorb. 

“It was horrendous. 

“Going down with Bristol Rovers was hard, 
but the one with Hereford was a bit harder, 
because I made so many friends outside of the 
game at Hereford. 

“I became very good friends with a director a 
(Nick Nenadich) there. 

“He took me under his wing. It was a really 
nice, family run club. It had a great feel to it. 

“I loved going in and I loved being around 
Hereford.’ 

Even after settling into the Hereford side and 
way of life immediately upon his arrival, things 
weren’t entirely straightforward on the pitch 
for Pell, during that first season with the Bulls. 

As they sought to cling onto their league sta¬ 
tus, the club’s powerbrokers dismissed Jamie 
Pitman, replacing their former midfielder in the 
managerial chair with Richard O’Kelly. 

Before he knew it, Pell was being farmed out 9 
for another loan stint, this time at Cambridge | 
United. 

“They brought in a new gaffer and he wanted J 
to adopt a style of play that was literally just & 
long-ball, into the channels. 

“It wasn’t really for me, so I found myself not § 
playing. 

Continued on page 28 


EASTLEIGH 

FIXTURES 

2014/15 


9 Nuneaton (A) . 

.W3-0 

Reason, Stanley, Strevens 


14 Aldershot (H). 

.W1-0 

Wright 


16 Gateshead (H) . 

.D2-2 

Strevens, Midson 


23 Dover (A). 

.LI-2 

Midson 


25 Welling (H). 

.W3-1 

Constable 2, Evans 


30 Macclesfield (A) . 

.LO-2 

SEPTEMBER 


6 Southport (H) . 

.W2-1 

Reason, OG 


9 Dartford (A) . 

.D2-2 

Collins, Constable 


13 Altrincham (A) . 

.D3-3 

Reid, McAllister, Reason 


16 Forest Green (H) . 

.D2-2 

Midson, Constable 


20 Braintree (H) . 

.W1-0 

Reason 


27 Wrexham (A). 

.LO-3 

30 Bristol Rovers (H). 

.D1-1 

Collins 


OCTOBER 


4 Barnet (A) . 

.L 0-1 

11 FC Halifax Town (H). 

. . . .W 4-1 

Reason, Green, Fleetwood, 


Strevens 


18 Nuneaton Town H . 

. . . .W 2-1 

McAllister, Collins 


25 Kidderminster (FAC 4Q) A . 

.W1-0 

Reason 


NOVEMBER 


1 Chester H . 

. . . .W 3-2 

Strevens, Fleetwood (pen), 


McAllister 


8 Lincoln City (FAC 1) H. 

. . . .W 2-1 

McAllister, Strevens 


11 Forest Green Rovers A . 

.D 1-1 

Constable 


15 Lincoln City H . 

.PP 

22 Aldershot TownA. 

. . . .W 2-0 

McAllister, Fleetwood 


29 Torquay United. 

. . . . L0-2A 

DECEMBER 


2 Dartford (H) . 

. . . .W 2-0 

Midson, Green 


7 Southport (FAC R2) H. 

.L 2-1 

Constable 


10 Alfreton Town (A) . 

.L 3-2 

Reason, McAllister 


13 Woking (Fa Trophy) (A). 

.L 2-0 

20 Telford (A) . 

. . . .W 4-3 

Stanley, Midson, Constable (2) 


28 Braintree Town (A) . 

. . . .W 5-1 

Stanley, Consyable (3), Midson 


JANUARY 


1 Woking (A) . 

.D 1-1 

McAllister 


4 Altrincham (H). 

.L 2-0 

10 Lincoln (H). 

.W4-0 

Midson 2, Constable, McAllister 


17 FC Halifax Town (A) . 

.PP 

24 Wrexham (A) . 

.PP 

27 Grimsby (H) . 

.L0-1 

31 Kidderminster (A). 

.PP 

FEBRUARY 


2 AFC Telford United . 

.D3-3 

Evans, Reason, Constable 


10 Southport (A). 

.W2-1 

Partington, Reason 


14 Torquay United (H) . 

.L 1-2 

Burton 


21 Chester . 

.A 

28 Macclesfield Town . 

.H 

MARCH 


7 Bristol Rovers . 

.A 


14 Barnet .H 

21 Grimsby Town.A 

28 Gateshead.A 


APRIL 


4 Dover Athletic.H 

6 Welling United .A 

11 Alfreton Town .H 

18 Lincoln City .A 

25 Kidderminster.H 
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Totton see 
reward 
from their 
investment 
in youth 

BASEMENT boys Totton & 

Eling may be having a hard 
time of it in the Sydenhams 
Premier Division this season, 
but they are benefiting from 
the success of their youth 
allies. 

Totton & Eling Youth FC runs 
independently to the first team, 
but is feeding quality young¬ 
sters through to the Wessex 
side. 

Sixteen-year-old Ryan 
Lomax, pictured below, - son 
of under-18 manager and for¬ 
mer AFC Totton executive 
committee member Rob - 
turned in a strong display at 
left-back in last Saturday’s 2-0 
win at Fawley AFC, while mid¬ 
fielder Keenan New, whose 
dad Sean was assistant to for¬ 
mer AFC Totton boss Stuart 
Ritchie for many years, 
impressed 
as a sub¬ 
stitute 
against the 
Oilers. 

Praising 
young 
Lomax’s 
perfor¬ 
mance, 

T&E chair¬ 
man/co- 
manager 
Andy Tipp 
said: “Ryan was outstanding. 

To look at him you would never 
know he was only 16. You’d 
have see his birth certificate to 
prove it! He’s as big as anyone 
else in the side. 

“Ryan’s dad Rob has a good 
under-18 side which he took all 
the way through to under-15s 
with the Pace Youth set-up. 

“He wanted to take that side 
to (Southern League neigh¬ 
bours) AFC Totton, but they 
had other plans and that’s half 
the reason Rob left there. 

“Rob’s always been 100 per 
cent behind his nipper and the 
team and he wanted to take 
them into the Hampshire Youth 
League. To do that he needed 
a ground with hard standing 
and all the rest of it, so he 
brought them to us. 

“There are two Totton & Eling 
under-18 teams, but Rob’s is 
more of an under-17 side. 

“Ryan (Lomax) is one player 
you’d have thought would have 
been at AFC Totton and young 
Keenan’s another. 

Continued on facing page 
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direction together. 


“As soon as that happened I was 
just asking: ‘Can I go? -1 just want 
to go and prove a point’ and, again, 
I got recalled.’ 

After his four week hiatus in the 
Fens, Pell was back doing all he 
could to help his team survive. 

The midfielder scored from the 
penalty spot as Hereford beat 
Torquay 3-2 on the season’s final 
day, but the Bulls’ efforts were in 
vain as Barnet’s 2-1 victory at 
Burton meant that a dramatic cli¬ 
max to 2011/2012 saw the London 
team stay up at Hereford’s expense. 

It was somewhat inevitable, then, 
that the player’s time in 
Herefordshire was nearing its end, 
a process that Pell agrees was pos¬ 
sibly expedited by two standout 
displays in an FA Cup second 
round duel with Hereford’s local 
rivals, Cheltenham Town - the first 
of which, a 1-1 draw at Whaddon 
Road, was screened live on televi¬ 
sion. 

In late January 2013, a little over a 
month after those cup matches, 
Pell was lured to AFC Wimbledon. 

“When we went down to the 
Conference with Hereford, there 
were certain individuals you 
always knew would move on,” he 
said. 

“Obviously, Sam Clucas (now 
with League One Chesterfield via a 
14-month spell at Mansfield Town), 
Ryan Bowman, who scored on 
Saturday (for Torquay at 
Eastleigh) - and Will (Evans, now 
Pell’s team-mate at the Silverlake), 
who was part of that team as well.” 

When he joined Neal Ardley’s 
Dons, Pell was actually swapping 
what would be a forlorn promotion 
push with Hereford, for yet another 
stomach churning fight against the 
drop. 

In this instance, Pell’s team won 
the day . 

For his own part, the player drew 
on his battles fought with Bristol 
Rovers and Hereford as his latest 
club went right to the wire in their 
thrilling escape act - a denouement 
that Pell unflinchingly describes as 
“the best moment of my career.” 

“Those two situations (being rele¬ 
gated with Bristol Rovers and 
Hereford), I look back and I want to 
be positive. 

“They’ve made me quite mentally 
strong when I’m in that situation. 

With Wimbledon, we were in a 
relegation battle and I think that 
(previous experience) gave me the 
strength to believe. 

“I’ve learned a lot about the hor¬ 
rible side of the game. 

“That’s been the best moment of 
my career, staying up with 
Wimbledon. That was absolutely 
fantastic. 

“Wimbledon bought me in the 
January transfer window, so it was 
almost like the gaffer brought me 
in, with his objective for me being: 
‘You need to help us stay up.’ 

‘He brought in some players in 
January (of Ardley’s five other 
new-year recruits, defenders Chris 
Hussey and Alan Bennett were par¬ 
ticularly vital to the Dons’ cause) 
and.it was tough. 

“We all needed to pull in the right 


It s (Eastleigh) an 
up and coming club. 

“It’s got that feel to it, the 
fans are here and I like the ^ 
fact that the chairman will 1 
come in and eat some food with 


“We went in every day and 
understood the job we needed to 
do. 

“It was twenty-five people - play¬ 
ers and management - all pulling 
in the same direction. 

“We knew exactly what we need¬ 
ed to do. For us to do that on the 
last day, it was a little bit special. It 
was good.” 

The architect of 
Wimbledon’s 2012/13 
League Two survival, 
scoring the 72nd 
minute penalty that 
secured the 2-1 win 
over Fleetwood which 
resulted in the Dons 
leapfrogging their way 
out of the bottom two and 
above - ironically - demoted 
Barnet (as well as Dagenham & 
Redbridge and Plymouth), was 
Jack Midson. 


The same Jack 
Midson that 
made the same 
switch from 
Kingsmeadow 
to Stoneham 
Lane last 
summer. 

As he 
mulled 
over 
his 


options 
last month, Pell 
had a hotline to his 
erstwhile colleague in 
southwest London. 

“I had numerous conversa¬ 
tions with Jack Midson. I think 
the gaffer spoke to Jack about me 
as well. What he said is true. 


us. 

“It’s very close and I really like 
that. There’s nothing more I want 
than to be in and around those 
play-offs.” 

For all his excitement about this 
opportunity to be ‘part of a suc¬ 
cessful team,’ there is no disguis¬ 
ing Pell’s frustration at the way 
things petered out for him at 
Wimbledon. 

A fixture in the Dons’ line-up 
throughout last season, a confused 
Pell found himself restricted to a 
meagre two starts this time 
around. 

When he was handed a first team 
jersey for a Johnstone’s Paint 
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ACTION: Eastleigh ace Harry Pell pictured in 


Follow me on twitter 
@mcnamara_sport 


Pell - after all, his team lost and he 
played only a minor role. 

No matter the grandeur of the 
occasion, that is not the way he 
likes things. 

“For me, it’s not about the profile. 
It’s not about being on the telly. 
The Liverpool game, people were 
saying ‘You must have been 
buzzing’. 

“At the end of the day, it’s a game 
of football. It’s brilliant for the club, 
but you’re on the pitch and you’re 
paid to do a job. That’s what I’m 
trying to do.” 

Mercifully for Pell, and none less 
so for those close to him, he is now 
fully liberated to do that job. 

Even if he left Wimbledon with a 
heavy heart, Pell had to place his 
longing to play football above all 
else, albeit his eventual destination 
wasn’t so clear-cut. 

“As soon as the gaffer (Ardley) 
said: “It’s up to you, you can go,” 
then I was ready to go. 

“There was no pressure on me to 
leave or anything like that. It was 
entirely my decision. 

“The gaffer was alright for me to 
stay - he wanted me to be part of his 
squad. It got to a stage, though, 
where I wasn’t happy and I just 
wanted to be playing football. 

“January, it was: “I’m going here, 
I’m going there.” 

With the missus’ parents living 
this way (in Salisbury) as well, and 
she’s gone through a bit of a hard 
time with me being out of the team 
at Wimbledon, I’ve come here - not 
for her, because I want to be part of 
this successful club - but that did 
sway my decision a little bit. 

“Over the course of the month I 
spoke to the gaffer here, and the 
way that this club is going - and the 
way that the gaffer and the chair¬ 
man want the club to go -1 want to 
be part of it.” 

On top of the unrelenting commit¬ 
ment that marks out his game, Pell 
lists his other primary attributes as 
being his liking for a tackle and his 
“to get about the pitch.” 
of that pent up energy will 

now be invested into driving the 

Spitfires’ push for promotion into 

the Football League - the ambi¬ 
tion shared by the club’s owner, 
Stewart Donald, and manager 
Richard Hill. 

“The gaffer (Hill) knows what he 
wants, and he doesn’t want to be 
managing in this league. 

“For me to come and work under 
the gaffer and the chairman, he’s 
very ambitious - if they want to pull 
in that direction then I’m more 
than happy to try and help. 

“I’ve fitted in really well. 

“The boys have been great. I like 
the set-up here. 

“The gaffer’s got a bit of banter 
with me. It’s good, it’s good. I real¬ 
ly like it. I’m much happier. 

“I just want to be playing foot¬ 
ball.” 

His first target achieved, Harry 
Pell is now on a mission to win as 
many football games as possible. 

Supporters of his new club will 
hope that their former Wimbledon 
midfielder is successful in his pur¬ 
suit of that goal. 


a n 


then 


there 


Trophy game in September, this 
‘committed’ footballer was undone 
by his eagerness to prove his 
worth. 

However, there is some hesita¬ 
tion as Pell considers whether or 
not his bubbling dissatisfaction 
contributed to the 20th minute 
tackle on Southend’s David 
Worrall that led to his 
instant dismissal. 

“I’m not too sure. I’m 
not too sure. I was so 
frustrated. I wasn’t 
playing. I was bang¬ 
ing on the gaffer’s 
door ‘Look, I should 
be playing, I should 
be playing -1 want to 
play.’ 

“Then, obviously, I 
played. 

“He started me - we played 
Southend - the game started well 


Not that 
the glamour 
of that tie did much for 


was a 
tackle, 
what I 
thought was a 
50/50 tackle. 

“The opportuni¬ 
ty was there to 
make a tackle, and 
maybe I misjudged it a 
little bit. I was very frus¬ 
trated to be sent off - I’m not 
going to lie.” 

Some respite this season came in 
the form of a brief November 
assignment at Eastleigh’s promo¬ 
tion rivals, Grimsby Town. 

That spell, in which Pell 
appeared for the Mariners on five 
occasions, serves as evidence, 
says the player, of his sheer 
determination to simply play 


football. 

“When I went to Grimsby, my 
daughter was four months old. So 
for me to go to Grimsby and live in 
a hotel for a month, shows how 
much I want to play football -1 just 
want to win games and be part of a 
successful side.” 

Pell’s last outing for 
Wimbledon was a late cameo, 
as Ardley’s side fruitlessly 
chased a leveller in their 
FA Cup third round tie 
with Liverpool in 
January; a match 
watched by a 
Monday night 
BBC peak 
viewing 
audience of 
6.5 million. 
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“Rob’s got a few lads that have 
been at pro academies and didn’t 
quite make it. Some are bound to 
get picked up again but, all the 
time we keep them, we’ll play 
them. 

“Ryan and Keenan did a good 
job against Fawley and didn’t let 
anybody down. 

“We’ve also had young Matty 
Fredericks in goal because 
Nathan Goodger’s been injured, 
and he’s done great too.” 

Totton & Eling Youth FC also 
boast a thriving under-16 side 
and, all the time the teenage ele¬ 
ment is thriving, Tipp believes 
the Millers have reason for opti¬ 
mism. 

“From a first-team perspective 
we’ve been struggling to raise 
funds, but the youth side of 
things is very successful - that’s 
why we split from them,” he said. 

“They’re going all guns blazing 
and the more money the youth 
side can generate, the less the 
first team have to pay 

“If we can sort the ground out 
and our finances, the future’s 
quite bright. 
We’re not as 
dead as people 
think we are!” 

While it is not 
yet known who 
will take over 
the Little 
Testwood 
Farm ground 
which was put 
out to tender 
by owners 
Totton & Eling 
Town Council, Tipp, pictured, is 
himself in the running to secure 
the long-term lease and is fairly 
optimistic of his chances. 

He and groundsman Ian Lucas 
have tabled a bid as directors of 
Miller Park Limited, a company 
set up by former T&E chairman 
Ed Holmes, who remains a share¬ 
holder but not a director. 

Tipp explained: “There have 
been a few interested parties in 
leasing the ground, but the coun¬ 
cil know Miller Park’s is the only 
official bid behind Totton & Eling 
FC and I think it would be difficult 
to give it to anyone else unless 
they offered substantial money. 

“Even if they did, Totton & Eling 
would still have to play there 
because it’s written in the official 
document, so I can’t think why 
anyone else would want it.” 

Vanarama Conference outfit 
Eastleigh had been linked with 
interest in the lease, but Tipp 
clarified: “They don’t want the 
responsibility of taking on the 
whole ground, but we’ve been 
talking to them about the possi¬ 
bility of them staging academy 
games here on a midweek after- 
noon.That would fit in well with 
us and would bring in revenue.” 
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QK putting 
their faith 
in youth for 
the future 

QK Southampton are building 
for a bright future. 

The Lordshill-based outfit 
have seen an upward turn in 
form in the Hampshire Premier 
League Senior Division. 

They’ve lifted themselves to 
12th in the table after a spell at 
the bottom. 

Queens Keep have just won 
back-to-back matches, with 
victory over high-flying Liphook 
3-2 and Clanfield 4-1. 

And, with things looking 
brighter in the short term as 
Mark Sainsbury steers the first 
team to a strong finish this 
term, QK have announced that 
they intend to create an under- 
18s side for next season. 

Wayne Snelgrove, pictured 
below, the chairman, insists 
that having a development side 
is vital for the 
progress of the 
first team. 

He wants to 
see young¬ 
sters gradu¬ 
ating 

through the 
ranks. 

“QK have a 
number of 
youth teams, but 
as players step up 
from those teams we need to 
ensure we have in place the 
right mechanism to ensure their 
development continues,” he 
said. 

“We must prepare them for 
adult football. 

“We all know there is a huge 
step between the two and so it 
is our job to ensure we give the 
youth players all the support to 
make that transition. 

“Our immediate aim now is to 
re-introduce an U18 team for 
those players to move into as 
they make the step up. 

“Having an U18 team will give 
us the opportunity to tune them 
into adult football.” 

With that in mind, QK are wel¬ 
coming applications to be man¬ 
ager or part of the coaching 
team that will head-up the 
under-18s. 

Applications can be made via 
the club website or email to 
QKsouthampton@yahoo.com. 

Meanwhile, Sainsbury’s side 
have a stern test today as they 
welcome title-chargers Hamble 
Club to Lordshill Rec. 

Their 4-1 victory against 
Clanfield last Saturday saw top- 
scorer Kevin Betlem, Babucarr 
Bojang, Darren Greenough and 
Sayem Kabir all on target. 



HAMBLE’S BIGGEST 

TEST IS... HAMBLE 



HAMBLE Club manager Scott 
Marchant is expecting one of 
the toughest games of the sea¬ 
son in the Southampton Senior 
Cup semi-final... when they 
face off against their own 
reserves at Sholing’s Silverlake 
Arena on Thursday. 

The second-string have been beat¬ 
en fewer than five times in the past 
two seasons. 

They are currently strolling to 
back-to-back titles in the 
Hampshire Premier League 
Combination Division One and beat 
Sydenhams Division One side 
Romsey Town in their Senior Cup 
run. 

Keith Smart and Alan Lane’s side 
are a force to be reckoned with in 
the eyes of first team boss 
Marchant, who would have pre¬ 
ferred to play league rivals AFC 
Stoneham or Wessex One side Team 
Solent to avoid a clash with their 
rampant reserves. 

“No word of a lie I’d rather of 
played Team Solent or AFC 
Stoneham,” he said. “It’s honestly 
going to be one of the toughest 
games of our season. 

“They have four or five experi¬ 
enced heads with some really good 
young players and they all have the 
ability to play at a decent level. 

“Connor Rowe and Jordan 
Freeman have both played for us 
this season. 

“They have a very decent team.” 

Marchant’s side have been tipped 
by many Puma Engineering 
Hampshire League bosses as hot 
favourites for the title in the Senior 


Division and are currently just five 
points behind leaders Baffins 
Milton Rovers with seven games in 
hand. 

This Shell Mex inter-club 
encounter is set to be one of the 
tastiest of the campaign as both 
sides vie for a place in the final at St 
Mary’s. 

But Marchant is just proud of the 
achievements of the club which has 
come on leaps and bounds in recent 


years, having been on the brink of 
extinction just two seasons ago. 

“Keith Smart and Alan Lane 
arrived here two seasons ago from 
Veracity Vipers and they have done 
very well,” he said. 

“Me and Matt Gregory came in at 
the beginning of this season and 
have put together the first team. 

“So to have a Hamble Club side 
going to St Mary’s is a massive 
achievement. 


“It’s a massive achievement for 
the club to have a team in the final 
whether it’s the firsts or seconds. 

“Two seasons ago there were no 
players to finish their league 
games.” 

The club are also looking for a 
physiotherapist and volunteers to 
get involved on home matchdays. 

If you are interested please con¬ 
tact Scott Marchant on: 07766 081223 
for more details. 


Otters ready for final title push 


OTTERBOURNE manager 
Richard Luffman insists 
that his side are “second 
best” in the Puma 
Engineering Hampshire 
Premier League Senior 
Division. 

Otters are unbeaten since 
the end of September and 
consider themselves well 
placed to power to a 
strong finish, and are aim¬ 
ing to lift the Andover Open 
Cup. 

Luffman’s outfit currently 
sit fifth in the county top¬ 
flight, but with as many as 
six games in hand against 
the teams above them - 
including leaders Baffins 
Milton Rovers - the boss 


admits they are “bang up” 
for a full tilt at finishing in 
second place. 

The manager thinks that 
much will change at the 
summit and is tipping 
Hamble Club to be the only 
side to finish above them. 

Club are currently five 
points off the summit with 
seven games in hand. 

The village outfit were 
beaten on penalties by 
Hamble in the Hampshire 
Intermediate Cup recently 
but have since bounced 
back to record back-to- 
back victories over Colden 
Common in the league 
then AFC Wolversdene in 
the Andover Open Cup. 


“It was disappointing to 
go out to Hamble,” said 
Luffman. 

“I felt if the game went to 
extra time instead of 
straight to penalties we 
would have won the game. 

“But we’re still in the 
Andover Cup and I think 
we’re second best in this 
league. 

“We’ve given Stoneham 
and Liphook the run¬ 
around, so we have a good 
chance of getting second 
spot. 

“That’s what we’re look¬ 
ing at doing - we’ve not 
lost since September - so 
hopefully we come away 
from this season with the 


Andover Cup and the sec¬ 
ond place.” 

The committed Luffman 
has recently announced a 
move up to London to be 
closer to work but intends 
to carry on his duties at 
Otterbourne. 

“I absolutely love it,” he 
said. “I’m going to com¬ 
mute down for games and 
on Thursdays for training. 

“I’ve been working in 
London for a couple of 
years and commuting up 
but I’ve decided to make 
the move up.” 

That move to the capital 
has meant a slight reshuf¬ 
fle of personnel at Otters. 

Former Alresford man 


Liam Davies, the club cap¬ 
tain whose playing time 
has been limited this sea¬ 
son because of a series 
knee injury, will become 
one of two assistants to 
Luffman. 

Mark Cole, the current 
second in command, will 
remain in his position. 

Meanwhile, the club have 
welcomed two new addi¬ 
tions coming to bolster 
numbers for their run-in. 

Ex-Winchester City front¬ 
man James Eyles and for¬ 
mer AFC Totton and 
Bashley player Graham 
Mills, the AFC 
Bournemouth youth coach, 
have both signed on. 
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National and local football fixtures for the week ahead 



ON THE BALL: Action from Stockbridge’s 3-3 home draw against Bush Hill. 

Romantics get 
back to football 



EYES ON THE BALL: Action from 
Stockbridge’s 3-3 home draw against 
Bush Hill. 


BUSH Hill manager Eugene McManus 
has a team of hopeless romantics. 

A change of kick-off time to 3pm, an hour 
later than usual, for last Saturday’s trip to 
Stockbridge in the Hampshire Premier 
League Senior Divison laid ruin to 
McManus’s game plan. 

Because of that hour, players turned 
tails to take their wives and partners on 
Valentine’s Day dates instead of playing 
football. 

As a result, McManus was left with just 
11 players. 

And with 20 minutes gone and the major¬ 
ity of their substitutes off wining and din¬ 
ing their beloveds, the Southampton side 
were reduced to ten men after Nick Craig 
fractured his ankle in a challenge. 

At that point they were 2-0 down to The 
Robins and their chances looked doomed. 

But they fought bravely back to secure a 
3-3 draw and a valuable point. 

Goals from top-scorer Perry Harding, 
Terry Parker and then a stoppage time 
equaliser by Tom Mason salvaged it. 

But McManus knows that his side, who 
beat title chasing AFC Stoneham 3-1 the 
week before with a squad of 16, could have 
been much better if his loved-up absentees 
had played. 

“Realistically, this team can beat anyone 
on its day,” he said. “We’re sitting mid¬ 
table now but I know we have the capaci¬ 
ty to be a top five side. 

“It’s just the constant problems with 
lack of commitment that are stopping 
progress. 

“With a 3pm kick off, we found out we 
had a team full of romantics. 

“They went off for nights with their girl¬ 
friends.” 


“I can’t do anything about that. 

“But it shows the character that exists in 
the side that we were able to get some¬ 
thing from the game despite having ten 
men for 70 minutes. 

Thankfully McManus could rely on his 
regulars who cancelled out The Robins’ 
goals from Jazz Beavis, Daniel Field and 
Lee Hamilton. 

McManus is hoping that they can contin¬ 
ue their good run of form against fifth 
place Otterbourne today, before they trav¬ 
el to table-toppers Baffins Milton Rovers 
the week after. 

“There’s few better than us,” he said. 
“We just need to gain the consistency in 
the side. 

“It’s the business end of the season, so 
each result is important.” 


Sunday, February 22 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Everton v Leicester, Southampton v Liverpool, Tottenham Hotspur v West Ham. 

CITY OF SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 

Charlie Godden Trophy, third round: AFC Southbrook v Durley, Bitterne Ducks v 
AFC Spitfire, King George v AFC Waterside, Mottisfont v Lyndhurst JFC, Otter v 
JSC, Portside v Marchwood Rangers, Testwood tornadoes v Carniv al UK. 

Senior Division: AFC Bursledon v Bush Hill & Newton Heath 1977, Cricketers 
Arms Fair Oak v AFC West End, Hamble Roll Call v Yacht Tavern, KRL v Sholing 
United. 

Junior Division 1: AFC Portswood v Titans, Chamberlayne Athletic v RS ocean 
Village, Chartwell Green v Ice House, Landguard Rovers v Glen. 

Junor Division 2: Athletico Tin Hut v Lokomotiv Eastleigh, Itchen Saings v 
Hamble Roll Call Res, Phoenix AFC v S & D, Testlands v Boyatt Wood Wanderers. 
Junior Division 3: AFC Velmore v Trant, Fleming Sports v Bishops, Test Valley 
Spartans v AFC Bishopstoke, Young Boys 93/4 v Hedge End Athletic. 

Junior Division 4: Royale Marine v Holbury United. 

Junior Division 5: Itchen Albion v Burridge AFC, Portswood Unitd v Curbridge, 
Sholing Monks v Dorchester Arms, St Minions v Southampton Seahawks. 

Junior Division 6: Fawley RBL v AFC Phoenix, Netley Royals v Hunters Inn, 
Sporting Compass v Bannister Park. 

Junior Division 7: AFC Bishopstoke Res v Portswood United Res, Chamberlayne 
Athletic Res v Dorchester Manor. 

GOSPORT, FAREHAM & SOLENT LEAGUE 

PDFA Victory Cup, semi-final: Bridgemary Eagles v CJ Glass. 

PDFA Junior A Cup, semi-final: CMS v AFC Gosport, Croft Saints v East Lodge. 
PDFA Junior B Cup, semi-final: TML v bridgemary Colts, foresters United v 
Titchfield. 

PDFA Junior C Cup, semi-final: Queens Head Raiders v Elson Titans. 

Division 1: Heathfield Royals v Village Home, Solent Town v Green Dragon. 
Division 2: Whiteley v Go Bowling, Lee CC v Down End. 

Division 3: Castle in the Air v Jolly Roger, Hoeford United v Fighting Cocks, 

Dryden v AFC Seaway, AFC Alverstoke v Gosport Wanderers. 

Division 4: AFC Gosport town v Whiteley Res, new Inn v Borough Town, Gipsy 
Queen v White Hart, RVT v AFC Dynamo, AFC Onecom v Wispers. 

WINCHESTER & DISTRICT LEAGUE 

North Hants Sunday Senior Cup, semi-final: Tron v FC Central. 

North Hants John Ward Cup, quarter-finals: Twinings v Worthys, Queens Head v 
AFC Gecko. 

Premier Division: Whalesmead Thistles v FC Exchange. 

Division 1: AFC Stoneham v AFC Corinthians, AFC Allbrook v Hedge End Hawks, 
FILO v Winchester County. 

Division 2: FC Railway v Worthies S & S Club, Sutton Scotney v King Alfred, FILO 
Res v Roplsey Res. 

HAMPSHIRE YOUTH LEAGUE 

Hampshire Cup, semi-final: Moneyfields v Gosport Borough. 

Division 1: AFC Totton v AFC Stoneham, Christchurch v Colden Common, 
Petersfield v United Services, Wimborne v Sholing. 

Division 2: Bournemouth Sports v AFC Portchester, BTC Southampton v New 
Milton, PTJ v Totton & Eling, United Serv8ces v Gosport Borough. 

Division 3: Christchurch Sports v Gosport Falcons, Ringwood v Winchester Castle, 
Sway v Gosport. 

TYRO SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Under 11s 

Division 1 East: Bitterne Black v Wyvern Saints, City Central v Botley Village 
Lions, Sholing Red v Hedge End Rangers Blue, Soccer4allTigers v Colden 
Common Rovers. 

Division 2 East: Alresford Town v Wyvern Dragons, botley Village Rhinos v 
Bitterne Red, H.E. Youth v Eatleigh White, Warsash W£asps Black v Colden 
Common Rangers. 

Division 3 East: Eastleigh Red v Chamberlayne Athletic, Hedge End Rangers v 
Wyvern Sharks, Hedge End Rangers White v Townhill Lingland. 

Division 1 West: AFC hiltingbury Hurricanes v Oakwood Ravens, Hythe & Dibden 
Tigers v FC Salisbury united, Marchwood Rangers v Soutbrook Rangers, Romsey 
Town Cougars v Pace Cougars. 

Division 2 West: AFC Stoneham v Baddesley Park Knights, Pace Panthers v 
Fawley Falcons, qk Southampton v Compton, Salisbury City v Pace Pumas. 
Division 3 West: AFC hiltingbury Hawks v Stoke Park Rangers, Hythe & Dibden 
Lions v Baddesley Park Templars, Lakewood Leopards v Winsor United Red, 
Winsor United Green v Wellow Wasps. 

Under 12s 

Division 1: Hythe & Dibden Neons v AFC hiltingbury Hawks, Sholing v pace 
Pumas, Warsash Wasps v Oakwood Terriers. 

Division 2: Colden Common Rovers v BTC Southampton, Deportivo Boca v 
Easstleigh Juniors, Oakwood Harriers v Baddesley park. 

Division 4: bitterne Red v St Francis Knights, Oakwood Pumas v Colden Common 
Rangers. 

Division 5: Hedge End Rangers Blue v Littleton Leopards, Oakwood Saints v 
Botley Village, Wellow Youth v Romsey Panthers. 

Division 6: Chamberlayne Athletic Pirates v AFC Stoneham, Hedge End Rangers 

White v Chamberlayne 

Athletic. 

Under 13s 

Southampton Tyro Challenge Cup, semi-finals: Hedge End Rangers v Bitterne 
Black, Totton & Eling Red v Sportstars. 

Tommy Traynor Trophy, semi-final: AFC Stoneham v AFC Hiltingbury Hawks, 
Totton & Eling Black v Sholing. 

Division 2: Botley Village v Whiteley Wanderers, Soutbrook United v Hythe 
Strikers. 

Division 3: Bitterne Red v West Warriors, Romsey Town v Colden Common 
Royals, Sarisbury Sparks v Littleton Leopards, St Francis Rangers v Hamble 
United Red. 

Division 4: Baddesley Park v Wyvern Dragons, Wellow v Oakwood Reds. 

Division 5: Kingsway Colts v S & D, Lakewood v Fawley Falcons, 

Under 14s 

Southampton Tyro Challenge Cup, semi-finals: Heddge End Rangers Blue v 
Eastleigh, Warsash Wasps v Colden Common Rovers. 

Tommy Traynor Trophy, semi-final: Bitterne Black v Hythe & Dibden Phoenix, 
Fawley Falcons v St Francis Rovers. 

Division 1: Oakwood Panthers v Botley Village. 

Division 2: Colden Common Rangers v Ice Sports, Hedge End Rangers White v QK 
Southampton. 

Division 3: Baddesley Park v Michelmersh & Timsbury, Hamble United v AFC 
Stoneham Blue, Oakwood Eagles v Southside AFC. 

Division 4: bitterne Red v FC Southampton, Rodaway Rovers v Alresford Town, S 
& D v Sarisbury Sparks. 

Under 15s 

Division 1: QK Southampton v BTC Southampton, Sholing v Warsash Wasps. 
Division 2: Compton v Baddesley Park Crusaders, Hamble United v Ice Sports, 
Oaklands Rangers v Hedge End Rangers Blue. 

Division 3: Botley Village v AFC Stoneham. 

Division 4: Hythe Strikers v Sarisbury Sparks Black, Winsor United Sports v 
Chamberlayne Athletic. 

Division 5: Sarisbury Sparks Amber v Bitterne. 

HAMPSHIRE WOMENS LEAGUE 

Division 1: rushmoor Community v Winchester City Flyers, Shanklin Res v 
Christchurch. 

Division 2: BTC (Southampton) v Kingsclere, Gosport Borough Res v Winchester 
City Flyers Res, Warsash Wasps v Alton united, Winchester City v Mudeford 
Phoenix. 

Division 3: Bournemouth Sports v Tadley Calleva, Widbrook United Res v 
Horndean. 


Under 18s: Portsmouth v Winchester City Flyers. 

Tuesday, February 24 

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 

First Knock-Out Round - First Leg: Juventus v Borussia Dortmund, Man City v 
Barcelona. 

SKY BET LEAGUE 

Championship: Blackburn v Norwich, Brentford v Blackpool, Brighton v Leeds, 
Derby v Charlton, Huddersfield v Reading, Ipswich v Birmingham, Middlesbrough 
v Bolton, Millwall v Sheff Wed, Watford v Rotherham, Wigan v Cardiff, 
Wolverhampton v Fulham. 

League 1: Doncaster v Bristol City, Preston v Walsall, Rochdale v Sheff Utd, 
Scunthorpe v Barnsley, Swindon v Bradford. 

League 2: Accrington Stanley v Burton Albion, Cambridge Utd v AFC Wimbledon, 
Portsmouth v Tranmere. 

VANARAMA FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Premier: Alfreton v Dartford, Bristol Rovers v Braintree, Gateshead v 
Kidderminster, Grimsby v AFC Telford, Torquay v Lincoln, Wrexham v Forest 
Green Rovers. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 

Red Insure Cup, semi-final: Poole Town v Egham Town. 

Premier Division: Bideford v Cambridge City, Poole Town v Banbury. 

Division One South & West: Bishops Cleeve v Mangotsfield, Shortwood v Didcot. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

Premier Division: AFC Portchester v Folland Sports, Moneyfields v Verwood, 
Totton & Eling v Bournemouth Poppies. 

Division One: Hythe & Dibden v Romsey Town. 

RUSSELL COTES CUP 

Semi-final: New Milton v Blackfield & Langley. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER LEAGUE 

PEHPL Cup, semi-final: Baffins Milton Rovers v Winchester Castle (at Liss 

Athletic) 

ANDOVER OPEN CUP 

Second round: Overton v Ludgershall. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Division One West: Verwood v Downton. 

Wednesday, February 25 

UEFA Champions League 

First Knock-Out Round - First Leg: Arsenal v Monaco, Bayer Leverkusen v 
Atletico Madrid. 

SKY BET LEAGUE 

Championship: Nottm Forest v Bournemouth. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Corby v Biggleswade. 

RUSSELL COTES CUP 
Quarter-final: Sholing v Horndean. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Division One: Amesbury v Laverstock & Ford. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER LEAGUE 

PEHPL Cup, semi-final: Cadnam Utd v AFC Stoneham (Locks Heath, 7.15). 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Petersfield Town v AFC Totton, Wimborne Town v Ringwood 
Town. 

Division One West: Lymington Town v Romsey Town. 

Thursday, February 26 

UEFA Europa League 

Round of 32 - Second Leg: Athletic Bilbao v Torino, Besiktas v Liverpool, 
Borussia M'gladbach v Sevilla, Club Brugge v AaB, Dinamo Moscow v Anderlecht, 
Dynamo Kiev v Guingamp, Everton v Young Boys, Feyenoord v Roma, Fiorentina v 
Tottenham Hotspur, Inter Milan v Celtic, Legia Warsaw v Ajax, Napoli v 
Trabzonspor, Olympiacos v Dnipro, SV Red Bull Salzburg v Villarreal, Sporting v 
Wolfsburg, Zenit St Petersburg v PSV. 

SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP 

Semi-final: Hamble Club Res v Hamble Club (Sholing, 7.30) 

Saturday, February 28 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Burnley v Swansea, Man Utd v Sunderland, Newcastle v Aston Villa, Stoke v Hull, 
West Brom v Southampton, West Ham v Crystal Palace. 

SKY BET LEAGUE 

Championship: Birmingham v Brentford, Blackpool v Wigan, Bolton v Brighton, 
Bournemouth v Blackburn, Cardiff v Wolverhampton, Charlton v Huddersfield, 
Fulham v Derby, Leeds v Watford, Reading v Nottm Forest, Rotherham v Millwall, 
Sheff Wed v Middlesbrough. 

League 1: Bristol City v Rochdale, Chesterfield v Fleetwood Town, Coventry v 
Milton Keynes Dons, Crawley Town v Sheff Utd, Crewe v Swindon, Doncaster v 
Colchester, Gillingham v Barnsley, Notts County v Port Vale, Oldham v Preston, 
Peterborough v Bradford, Scunthorpe v Yeovil, Walsall v Leyton Orient. 

League 2: Burton Albion v Newport County, Cheltenham v Tranmere, Hartlepool v 
AFC Wimbledon, Luton v Accrington Stanley, Mansfield v Dag & Red, Morecambe 
v Cambridge Utd, Plymouth v Bury, Portsmouth v Oxford Utd, Shrewsbury v 
Northampton, Southend v Carlisle, Wycombe v Stevenage, York v Exeter. 
VANARAMA FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 

Premier: Eastleigh v Macclesfield Town (12.45pm, BT Sport), AFC Telford v 
Alfreton, Aldershot v Dartford, Altrincham v Barnet, Forest Green v Southport, 
Gateshead v Bristol Rovers, Grimsby v Braintree, Kidderminster v FC Halifax, 
Lincoln v Woking, Nuneaton v Welling, Torquay v Chester, Wrexham v Dover. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Arlesey v Banbury, Biggleswade v Corby, Burnham v Paulton 
Rovers, Chesham v Weymouth, Chippenham v Hitchin, Cirencester v Truro, 
Dorchester v Histon, Dunstable v Frame, Hungerford v Bideford, Poole Town v St 
Neots, Redditch v Slough. 

Division One South & West: AFC Tototn v Evesham, Clevedon v Bishops Cleeve, 
Didcot v Merthyr Town, Fleet v Bridgwater, Larkhall v North Leigh, Stratford v 
Tiverton, Swindon Supermarine v Bashley, Taunton v Sholing, Wantage v 
Magnotsfield, Wimborne v Cinderford, Yate v Shortwood. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Alresford v Fareham, Blackfield & Langley v Winchester City, 
Brockenhurst v Verwood, Christchurch v Andover Town, Hamworthy v Fawley 
AFC, Lymington Town v AFC Portchester, Newport loW v Folland Sports, 

Petersfield v Bemerton HH, Totton & Eling v Moneyfields, Whitchurch v 
Bournemouth Poppies. 

Division One: Amesbury v Team Solent, East Cowes Vies v Laverstock & Ford, 
New Milton v Fleet Spurs, Ringwood v Hythe & Dibden, Romsey v Downton, 

Tadley Calleva v Cowes Sports, US Portsmouth v Pewsey Vale. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER LEAGUE 
Senior Division: Baffins Milton Rovers v Bush Hill, Clanfield v Paulsgrove, Hamble 
Club v Colden Common, Headley Utd v Locks Heath, Hedge End Rangers v 
Overton, Liphook v AFC Stoneham, QK Southampton v Winchester Castle, 
Stockbridge v Otterbourne. 

Division One: Cadnam Utd v Infinity, Hayling Utd v Andover Lions, Netley Central 
v Michelmersh & Timsbury, Upham v AFC Petersfield. 

Combination Division: AFC Stoneham v Headley Utd, Fleetlands v Liss Athletic, 
Otterbourne v Hamble Club, Overton v Liphook, Paulsgrove v Hedge End Rangers, 
Winchester Castle v QK Southampton. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 

Premier Division: AFC Portchester v Bemerton HH, Moneyfields v Team Solent, 
Sholing v Dorchester Town. 

Division One West: Bashley v Hythe & Dibden, Fawley AFC v Blackfield & 

Langley, Laverstock & Ford v East Cowes Vies. 


TODAY’S RESULTS: PAGE 45 
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Gift Vouchers 
Available 


Also a Games Workshop and Hornby/Scalextic spares centre 

New Radio Control Range 
Now Available 


7/9 High Street, Eastleigh SO50 5LB 
www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk | www.acmodelsspares.co.uk 

02380 610100 


EXTRA -WIDE FITTING 
FOOTWEAR SPECIALISTS 



Now £49.99 
Was £75.00 


% 

Now £49.99 
Was £75.00 


SljteTMll (liTf'or 

Seibd 



neker 

Van Dai 


off 

your second pair 
with this voucher 
until 28th Feb 


Now £59.99 
Was £90.00 


£5 



Now £49.99 
Was £85.00 


STEPHAN SHOES 

184, Portswood Rd 

(next to Sainsburys Superstore) 



OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK 9am - 5pm 

Both shops closed on Wednesdays & Sundays 


Now £59.99 ®°, ut !I 3 ™*?"’ 1 ™ 

was £ 80.00 Tel: 02380 554437 


Now £49.99 
Was £85.00 


Home Choose Carpets 

111 A 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 





GALLAGHER MOBILITY AIDS LTD 


Available hens 


Motability 


rwm 

by BACHMANN 


PECO 


Telephone: 02380 772 681 

www.ronlines.com | r.lines@hotmail.co.uk 

342 Shirely Road, Southampton, SO 15 3HJ 


10 % off 

EVERYTHING 

23 Feb - 7 Mar 


8A Wells Place, Eastleigh, SO50 5PP 
023 8061 3894 • www.shopequality.co.uk 


Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 


EXTENSIVE RANGE OF 
WHEELCHAIRS AND 3 & 4 WHEELED WALKERS 


Uali JNUW 

Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 


# t SHOP 

INEQUALITY 


Fairtrade Fortnight - 
a great excuse 
to try something 
delicious. 

Every item you 
buy directly helps 
a poor farmer 
to flourish. 





K 5 S 51 

llliSlESl 

—„ n 
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MODEL RAILWAYS BOUGHT AND SOLD 


We probably have the 
largest selection of 
pre-owned model 
railways on the 
south coast. 


BOUGHT AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 

• BATH LIFTS 


We stock new PECO, Hornby, 
Bachman, Javis, Expo, 
Woodland scenic’s, Metcalfe 
Graham Fraish, TCS decoders 
Kadee Couplers and more! 
On our website we have a 
selection of our pre-owned 
locomotives with much more 
on display in the shop! 


Free insurance 
with each new 


‘Caring for you’ 


Lift and 
reclining 
chairs 
From £495 




n CARE, _ 

Netley Court COMFORT & - 

part of the Hartford Care family COMPANIONSHIP 

“rrr, in a stunning 

Call 0800 954 6916 WATERFRONT 

or visit rrT/MLT 

www.hartfordcare.co.uk L O 0 A 110 J\ 


hartfordcare 

care comfort companionship 


or visit 

www.hartfordcare.co.uk 
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NEW PEUGEOT 108 
THIS TIME IT'S PERSONAL 
From *£8,245 on the road 


NEW PEUGEOT 108 TOP 
£159 PER MONTH 
on Passport Personal Lease 


NEW PEUGEOT 108 

Peugeot's stylish new compact city car is here! Introducing the New 108 and 108 
TOP! Cabrio. Chic, full of character with a vast array of colourful interior and exterior themes 
that compliment the New 108's dynamic lines and chic design. 

The hardest part is choosing! 

MOTION & EMOTION 

GATES PEUGEOT 

Sway Road, Brockenhurst, S042 7SH 
01590 623 344 www.gatespeugeot.com 

kaall Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and C02 emissions (g/km) for the 108 range are: Urban 52.3 - 62.8 (5.4 - 4.5), Extra Urban 74.3 - 80.7 
(3.8-3.5), Combined 65.7 -74.3 (4.3 - 4.1) and C02 99- 88 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative 


PEUGEOT 


purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Model shown 108 5dr TOP! Allure PureTech 1.2 VTi 3 door with purple berry fabric roof personalisation theme. 
Personalisation themes available on Active and Allure models only. Terms and conditions apply. To finance your (lease/purchase) we may introduce you to a limited number of lenders. Passport Personal 
Lease: A guarantee may be required. Over 18's only. Written quotations available on request from Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill RH1 1QA. 108 top 5dr 1.2 VTi 82 
Puretech with metallic paint based on a price of 12,495 otr. Customer initial payment £1,925, optional final payment £6,485. 35 monthly payments payable. If you choose to pay the optional final payment, 
you can pay an annual payment equivalent to one of your monthly payments but will not own the car. Excess mileage charges may apply. Ownership is possible with Passport - ask us for details. Offer 
available on cars ordered by 28th February 2015. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. Information correct at time of going to press. *Prices from £8245, refers to the 108 3 door Access 1.0. 


BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 

YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION,INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, 
are now choosing the smart way to have 
new carpets. Never again will you need 
to empty your room of furniture, and take up your 
old carpet ready for the fitters just to walk in and 
roll out your new carpet. Let's be frank here, if 
you're paying for a job to be done, you shouldn't be 
expected to do more than half the work yourself. It 
would be like eating at a nice restaurant, paying for 
your meal and then washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 


repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 
or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and 
off cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put 
back your ornaments and photographs and then 
enjoy your carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

Thank you most sincerely for all the work you carried 
out to a most satisfactory finish, we are delighted 
with the overall conclusion of all rooms completed. 
Mr and Mrs. M. West End. 


Just one thing for you to do now 

Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned 
letter is all that it takes, to arrange a free home 
visit for you to choose from over 997 carpets and 
vinyls, from 11 top manufacturers, always in stock 
whichever carpet you need for your home they 
have a range of quality and prices including the 
least and the most expensive and finally rid yourself 
of your old carpets that you've been thinking of 
changing for years and do it the stress-less way, 
and for the same price as fitting in an empty room. 
With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


foxy frocks 

CLOTHES EXCHANGE 

Are you looking for 
that special frock at a 
great price come and 
see our beautiful range 
of new and nearly 
new clothes 


ip 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 400 feedbacks cheekatrade.com 

* Where reputation marten 


Looking to wardrobe 
weed well we can sell 
your pre-loved or new 
items you will get 50% 
of the sale price terms 
and conditions apply. 

Amanda Brooks 

07738 522804 


DAZZLING 
DIAMOND DRAW! 



Complete an entry 
form in store for 
your chance to win a 
Diamond Solitaire Ring 
worth £1,000! 

No purchase necessary. 

Winner will be announced 
Monday 2nd March. 


DAVID MELLOR 


FAMILY JEWELLERS 


ALSO, 25% sale on selected 
items throughout February! 


ANDOVER | 01264 356164 EASTLEIGH | 02380322290 
TOTTON | 02380 865349 

GQ@ www.davidmellorjewellers.co.uk (j| 


WE'RE SOCIAL: 


MEMBERS OF > RJ A 
THE BRITISH JEWELLERS ASSOCIATION KSSm 
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Krystal sparkles 

SOUTHAMPTON Saints eased their 
way through to the Hampshire FA 
Women’s Challenge Cup final after a 
clinical display of finishing in a 9-0 
demolition of Andover New Street. 

Saints captain Krystal Whyte and 
new arrival Jemma Tewkesbury were 
just too hot to handle. 

Saints took the lead on seven min¬ 
utes through former New Street 
striker Midge Browning. 

The visitors’ dominance was 
rewarded with four goals in nine 
amazing minutes, Whyte hitting a 
hat-trick in that period. Strike part¬ 
ner Tewksbury struck twice as 
Saints moved into a 6-0 half-time 
lead. 

Saints continued to rain in shots 
throughout the second half and were 
only prevented from reaching double 
figures by Andover stopper Ella 
Howells. But not even Howells could 
deny Whyte from adding to her tally 
as she racked up another two, taking 
her tally to five. 

Jess Lewry completed Andover’s 
misery as she ran from her own half 
and, as the New Street defence 
opened up, she calmly slid the ball 
home. 

Saints now face Portsmouth Ladies 
in the final on Wednesday, April 8 at 
Gosport Borough’s Privett Park 
(7.45pm). 

Cleo settles it 

CLEO Rawlings scored the only goal 
as Southampton Saints celebrated 
winning the Hampshire Women’s 
U18 League. 

Saints entered their final game 
against second-placed Winchester 
Flyers knowing three points would 
seal the title. 

Centre half Beth Whitehorn put 
through a measured through ball 
which Rawlings collected before fin¬ 
ishing well. 

The first half had been fairly even, 
with Saints keeper Millie Peake mak¬ 
ing a great save and Whitehorn vol¬ 
leying over following a corner at the 
other end. 

The second half was equally fran¬ 
tic. 

Elle Pearce hit the bar from a free- 
kick from Tiff Eley, getting back to 
her midfield best after a recent injury 
lay-off. Then it was Winchester's turn 
to hit the bar following a goalmouth 
scramble. 

Belinda Villa’s pass to Paris Payne 
set up the latter for a brilliant run on 
goal but her shot hit the side netting. 

After taking the lead, Saints threw 
on Jordan Bradshaw and Lucy 
Pearce in defensive midfield 
roles.Though Rawlings grabbed the 
goal, Saints were indebted to their 
defence of Peake, Whitehorn, Martha 
Phillips, Kayleigh Tonks, Izzy Glover 
and Charlotte Cockram for keeping a 
clean sheet. 

HOW THEY STAND 

Hampshire County Women’s U18 League 



P 

W 

D 

L 

GD 

Pts 

Soton Saints 

12 

8 

0 

4 

22 

24 

Winchester City 

12 

5 

2 

5 

16 

17 

Mudeford Phoenix 

10 

5 

2 

3 

7 

17 

Portsmouth FC 

9 

4 

1 

4 

-4 

13 

Code Mullen 

10 

3 

1 

6 

-20 

10 

BTC (Soton) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Mudeford Youth 

3 

0 

0 

3 

-21 

0 


Twight treble 

IMOGEN Twigt led the spree as 
Saints’ under-13s romped to a 13-0 
victory at Widbrook under-14s. 

Twigt collected a hat-trick, the pick 
of the trio her first goal which came 
direct from a free kick. 

Alicia Hill, who had opened the 
floodgates early on, struck twice as 
did Jennifer King. Sian Bradbeer, Kia 
Anteney and Beth Turner also scored. 


Non-league Football 



Arms strengthen summit footing 


DORCHESTER Arms remain at the sum¬ 
mit of City of Southampton Sunday 
League Junior Division 5 after beating 
Burridge AFC 4-0. 

Aaron Heskin scored twice and Bradley 
Dolton and Joseph Clist scored one 
each. 

Sholing Monks lost ground on the lead¬ 
ers after a 2-1 defeat to third-placed 
Curbridge. 

Liam Slade and Russ Barfoot were on 
target. 

Portside pulled themselves out of a 
slump of back-to-back defeats with a 4-1 
victory over mid-table Itchen Albion. 

Matt Kitcher, Jason McHugh, Alex 
Azadegan and Kemi Uwah all hit home. 
Nick Ingram replied. 

Matt Bosanquet continued his prolific 


campaign as he netted five times to keep 
Mottisfont top of Junior Division 6 with 
an 11-0 win over Unity. 

Mottisfont have now recorded 12 wins 
from as many games and were once 
again in fine form as they beat Unity. 

Sam Piper hit a hat-trick while James 
Feasey, Jason Gradidge and Callum 
Drake hit once each. 

Hunters Inn continued to put pressure 
on the summit with a 4-1 win over JSC. 

Jack Solloway’s brace, Henry Rule and 
Rob Pearce scored. Nick White respond¬ 
ed. 

In the other game, AFC Spitfire beat 
Bannister Park 6-2 to leapfrog JSC into 
fifth. 

Steve Bell and Neil Philpotts netted a 
brace each and Matt Coulthard and 


Martin Wilson hit once apiece. 

Alex Fleat and maverick midfielder 
Michael Carr replied. 

Testwood Tornadoes let a 2-1 lead slip 
to ensure their wait for a first win this 
season goes on as they drew 3-3 with 
third from bottom AFC Carnival in Junior 
Division 7. 

Sam Griffin, Reece Stafford and an own 
goal gave Tornadoes a fighting chance of 
getting all three points, but Pawel 
Burdzy, Tom Whittaker and James Scott 
hit back for Carnival. 

Dorchester Manor came back from a 
goal down to beat Lyndhurst JFC 2-1 
thanks to goals from Liam Fielder and 
Shahin Bani-Sadr. 

Craig Stickland had given the New 
Forest side the lead. 



NICK Watts of Southern 
League Sholing netted six 
goals in Sholing United’s 11-1 
thrashing of lowly Aldermoor 
United in the City of 
Southampton Sunday League 
Senior Division. 

Greg Ainsworth netted twice 
before Dean Ayres, Ryan Gardner 
and an own goal settled the issue. 

Craig McGrisken replied for 
Aldermoor, who are yet to tally a 
single point in the Sunday top¬ 
flight in 13 games. 

Bush Hill & Newton Heath 1977 
played just their fifth game of the 
season and won 3-1 against Yacht 
Tavern. 

Jamie Ricketts had a hand in 
each Bush’s goals, scoring twice 
and assisting Colin Noden for the 
third. Todd Wyeth replied for the 
stricken Yacht. 

KRL kept the pressure on AFC 
Bursledon at the summit of the 
Senior with a 3-1 win over 
Cricketers Arms (Fair Oak). 
Charlie Saunders, Dan Mullins 
and Mike Saunders were all on 
target. 

Hamble Roll Call called on the 
Wessex experience of 
Whitchurch’s Jack McCarthy and 
former Folland Sports player Pip 


Nolan, who both scored in a 2- 
win over AFC West End. 

Anthony Rouse netted 
response. 

Athletico Tin Hut’s miserable 
winless season in the City of 
Southampton Junior Division 2 
continue with a 6-2 thrashing at 
the hands of fourth-placed 
Testlands. 

Six different scorers were on tar¬ 
get, with Dan Rogan, Nat 
Newman, Lloyd Clarke, Dan 
Annetts, James Barnett and 
Jordan Cook all finding the net. 

David Paskins and Billy Evans 
replied with Tin Hut’s eleventh 
and twelfth goals of a poor season 
so far. 

In Junior Division 1, Lee 
Osborne and Sam Wyeth gave 
Chamberlayne Athletic the lead 
before Titans came back to level 
affairs 2-2 through Aiden Reidy 
and Ranjan Pusparas. 

Sky Blues scored four yet were 
beaten 7-4 by third place 
Languard Rovers. 

Ryan Kingston, Chris Flood and 
Brad Snelling (2) were all on tar¬ 
get for Blues. 

But Jordan Djillali and Lee 
Hewett’s double and Alex Liburd, 
Junior Ferdinand and James 
King’s goal apiece settled the 
issue. 



Parnell hits treble as Rangers roll on 


HEDGE End Rangers 
extended their winning 
streak to ten games as they 
thrashed Fleming Sports 9-0 
in the City of Southampton 
Sunday League Junior 
Division 3. 

Mark Parnell netted a hat- 
trick before Joe Williams 
bagged two of his own and 
Callum Barnes, Luke 
Faithful, Craig Russell and 
James Wood scored one 
each to complete the rout. 


Hedge sit top of the 
league, equal on points with 
second-placed Trant with 
two games in hand. 

Elsewhere in the division, 
Bishops came back from 1-0 
down to win 2-1 against AFC 
Bishopstoke. 

Sam Baker gave ’Stoke the 
lead before Paul Tanner and 
Max Beebe hit back in the 
second half. 

In the other game Test 
Valley Spartans consolidat¬ 


ed their third place spot with 
a 1-0 win over bottom side 
Chartwell Green Reserves 
thanks to a Tony Kerton 
goal. 

Royale Marine continued 
their revival with a 1-1 draw 
with Shelfside, meaning they 
extended their unbeaten run 
to five games in Junior 
Division 4. 

Charlie Dear gave Marine a 
1-0 lead before Nathan Grey 
hit back. 


Otter Sunday are still wait¬ 
ing for a first win of the sea¬ 
son after they lost 3-0 to 
Holbury United through a 
Johnny Phillips hat-trick. 

Eastpoint almost let a 3-0 
lead slip but scraped 
through in the 3-2 against 
King George. 

Chris Hill, James Erskine 
and Billy Kelly were all on 
target before Paul Abrahams 
and Neil Abrahams respond¬ 
ed in the second half. 


TEMPO TRAVEL CITY OF 
SOUTHAMPTON SUNDAY LEAGUE 


Senior Division 

P W D L F A Pts 
AFC Bursledon 9 7 1 1 45 11 22 

KRL 11 7 0 4 47 22 21 

Hamble Roll Call 7 7 0 0 29 6 21 

AFC West End 10 6 1 3 28 11 19 

Sholing United 8 5 0 3 40 21 15 

Yacht Tavern 10 4 0 6 22 27 12 

Cricketers Arms 11 3 0 8 27 42 9 

Bush Hill & Newton Heath 5 2 0 3 13 19 6 

Aldermoor United 13 0 0 13 9 101 0 


Junior Division One 

Ice House 
Glen 

Landguard Rovers 
AFC Riverside 
Titans 

Chamberlayne Athletic 
AFC Portswood 
Sky Blues 
RS Ocean Village 
Chartwell Green 

Junior Division Two 

S & D Youth 
Itchen Saints 
Hamble Roll Call Res 
Testlands 

Lokomotive Eastleigh 
Pheonix AFC 
Boyatt Wood Wanderers 
LH Galaxy 
Athletico Tin Hut 

Junior Division Three 

Hedge End Athletic 
Trant 

Test Valley Spartans 
AFC Bishopstoke 
AFC Velmore 
Bishops 

Young Boys 93/4 
Fleming Sports 
Chartwell Green Res 

Junior Division Four 

Marchwood Rangers 
AFC South brook 
Durley 
Shelfside 
Eastpoint 
King George 
Carnival UK 
Holbury United 
Royale Marine 
Otter Sunday 

Junior Division Five 

Dorchester Arms 
Sholing Monks 
Curbridge 
Bitterne Ducks 
Portswood United 
Itchen Albion 
Burridge AFC 
Portside 
St Minions 

Southampton SeaHawks 

Junior Division Six 

Mottisfont 
Hunters Inn 
Netley Royals 
Fawley RBL 
AFC Spitfire 
JSC 

Sporting Compass 
Unity 

AFC Phoenix 
Bannister Park 

Junior Division Seven 

AFC Waterside 
Portswood United Res 
Dorchester Manor 
AFC Bishopstoke Res 
Woodside AFC 
Lyndhurst Junior FC 
AFC Carnival 
Chamberlayne Ath Res 
Testwood Tornadoes 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

11 

9 

0 

2 

49 

28 

27 

15 

9 

0 

6 

57 

41 

27 

13 

7 
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5 

49 

38 

22 

12 

6 

1 

5 

23 

24 

19 

9 

5 

2 

2 

24 

15 

17 

14 

4 

2 

8 

32 

34 

14 

8 

4 

1 

3 

26 

32 

13 

13 

4 

1 

8 

31 

52 

13 

8 
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0 

6 

19 

28 

6 
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1 

2 

6 

17 

35 

5 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

14 

8 

1 

5 

46 

44 

25 

9 

7 

2 

0 

48 

14 

23 

11 

7 

2 

2 

36 

16 

23 

9 

7 

0 

2 

37 

12 

21 

10 

3 

3 

4 

23 

26 

12 

10 

4 

0 

6 

17 

34 

12 

6 

3 

1 

2 

16 

16 

10 

13 

1 

3 

9 

17 

39 

6 

10 

0 

0 

10 

12 

51 

0 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

10 10 

0 

0 

76 

12 

30 

12 10 

0 

2 

65 

14 

30 

11 

6 

1 

4 

29 

34 

19 

11 

3 

3 

5 

21 

33 

12 

8 

3 

1 

4 

22 

24 

10 

7 

3 

0 

4 

18 

29 

9 

8 

3 

0 

5 

23 

35 

9 

13 

2 

2 

9 

26 

56 

8 

12 

2 

1 

9 

15 

58 

7 
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D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

15 

9 

1 

5 

47 

34 

28 

11 

8 

0 

3 

53 

23 

24 

12 

6 

3 

3 

34 

22 

21 

12 

6 

2 

4 

51 

41 

20 

12 

6 

1 

5 

37 

41 

19 

9 

5 

1 

3 

28 

21 

16 

11 

5 

1 

5 

44 

39 

16 

15 

5 

0 

10 

42 

58 

15 

11 

4 

2 

5 

23 

25 

14 

12 

0 

1 

11 

12 

67 

1 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

12 10 

1 

1 

64 

12 

31 

10 

8 

0 

2 

38 

15 

24 

9 

6 

2 

1 

34 

9 

20 

10 

6 

1 

3 

40 

22 

19 

13 

5 

4 

4 

39 

24 

19 

10 

4 

0 

6 

23 

36 

12 

9 

3 

2 

4 

25 

23 

11 

8 

3 

0 

5 

16 

15 

9 

9 

1 

0 

8 

14 

71 

3 

12 

0 

0 

12 

7 

73 

0 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

12 12 

0 

0 

85 

10 

36 

14 12 

0 

2 

63 

12 

36 

13 

9 

2 

2 

44 

29 

29 

11 

8 

1 

2 

53 

24 

25 

12 

4 

2 

6 

31 

38 

14 

13 

4 

0 

9 

24 

34 

12 

11 

3 

2 

6 

22 

45 

11 

12 

2 

1 

9 

16 

52 

7 

10 

1 

1 

8 

14 

51 

4 

14 

1 

1 

12 

13 

70 

4 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

11 

10 

1 

0 

84 

5 

31 

13 

9 

1 

3 

64 

25 

28 

11 

8 

0 

3 

40 

23 

24 

8 

5 

1 

2 

33 

19 

16 

13 

4 

2 

7 

26 

53 

14 

6 

3 

1 

2 

26 

10 

10 

13 

1 

3 

9 

19 

73 

6 

10 

1 

2 

7 

16 

64 

5 

11 

0 

3 

8 

20 

56 

3 


• Tables do not include this weekend’s games. 


DREW SMITH RESULTS AND SCORERS IN MONDAY’S DAILY ECHO 
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Youth. Football 




POOLE GRAMMAR SCHOOL: Through to the Dorset Schools FA Cup final after a 
thumping 6-0 semi-final win over St Peters, Bournemouth. They will play either Thomas 
Hardy or the Gryphon School (Sherborne) in the county final. Pictured, back row (from 
left): Sammy Glatezel, Harry Heap, Louis Kellaway, Marcus Brumpton, Morgan Turner, 
Matt Brunt, Alex Martin. Front: Chris Browne, Alex Heath, Ryan Knowles, Louis 
Coppard, Chris Wilcox. 



KING EDWARD VI: Counting down the days towards their maiden appearance in a 
Hampshire Sixth Form Colleges Cup final. They will face Andover II in the 3rd XI Cup 
final at Test Park on Wednesday. March 18. Pictured, back row (from left): Ed Wright, 
Dan Stephens, Elliot d’Souza, Riccardo Barnard, Matt Wear, Joe Macklin, Anash Croker, 
Caspar Larcombe. Front: Tom Holden-Dye, Luke Green, Will Hawthorne, Jake Storey, 
Harrison Mancey, Nic Cooper, Will Scullard. 


Eyes on 
cup prize 

KINGS’ of Winchester 
and Wildern have 
their eyes fixed on 
winning the 
Hampshire Schools FA 
Under-16 Boys Cup 
when soccer resumes 
after the half-term 
break. 

Kings’ are due to host 
Carisbrooke, from the 
Isle of Wight, with the 
winners away to 
Wildern. 

Salensian booked 
their under-16 semi¬ 
final place against 
Petersfield with an 8-0 
win over Bitterne 
Park. 

Sarisbury-based 
Brookfield face the 
unenviable task of vis¬ 
iting Salesian in the 
under-15 semi-final, 
where Fareham’s 
Cams Hill await the 
winners of the Bohunt- 
Henry Beaufort tie. 

HAMPSHIRE CUP DRAWS 
Under-11 Mixed: Fair Oak v Netley 
Abbey, Sarisbury/Morelands v 
Lyndhurst (Portsmouth). 

Under-11 Girls: Selborne 
House/Castle v Herne, Western v 
Springfield. 

Under-12 Boys: John Hanson v 
Wildern, Wyvern v Bay House. 
Under-13 Girls: Romsey v Cams 
Hill/St George’s. Wavell v Henry 
Beaufort. 

Under-13 Boys: Bay House v 
Purbrook/Crofton, Wildern v All 
Hallows. 

Under-14 Girls: Kings v Sandown, 
Toynbee v Amery Hill. 

Under-14 Boys: Calthorpe Park v All 
Hallows v Brookfield, Robert 
Mays/Admiral Lord Nelson v 
Purbrook. 

Under-15 Boys: Bohunt/Henry 
Beaufort v Cams Hill, Salesian v 
Brookfield. 

Under-16 Girls: All Hallows v 
Wavell/Bohunt, Priory v Kings. 
Under-16 Boys: Salesian v 
Petersfield, Wildern v 
Kings/Carisbrooke. 


HANTS BOYS HIT MAGNIFICENT 
SEVEN TO BOOK SEMIS SPOT 



HAMPSHIRE BOYS UNDER-14s: Back row (from left): Stu Baker, James Baxter, Harry Freeman, Christian Norton, 
Luke Skinner, Konrad Symaniak, Cameron Tipple, Matthew Rickman, Harry Edmundson, Nick Ainsworth. Kneeling: 
Ryan Suckling, Ben Kimber, James Whiting, Dan Head, Kai Croissant, Ethan Dear, Kelvin Lichowe. 


HAMPSHIRE Boys are through to 
the England Schools FA Under-14 
PlayStation Trophy semi-finals 
after producing a late goal rush to 
beat Caerphilly 7-3. 

A place in the last four - Hampshire 
will play their Kent counterparts at 
Sporting Thamesmead on Saturday 
week, March 7 - didn’t seem likely 
when they fell behind after two min¬ 
utes and in the period leading up to 


half-time were 3-1 in arrears, writes 
MIKE VIMPANY. 

Toynbee’s Harry Edmondson can¬ 
celled out the opening Welsh goal and, 
when Kelvin Lichowe, from St 
George’s at Swaythling, scored a sec¬ 
ond just before the break, Hampshire 
were in business. 

In the second half Hampshire were a 
different proposition and dominated 
the match. 

However, they still had to wait until 
the last 15 minutes to make their supe¬ 


riority count and scored five more 
goals. 

Edmundson got his second with a tap- 
in before Christian Norton (Eggars) 
came inside and drilled in a shot from 
16 yards to put Hampshire ahead for 
the first time at 4-3. 

In the final six minutes, James Baxter 
(Yateley) drove home a fierce shot, 
Crofton’s Ethan Dean made it 6-3 with 
a 25-yarder, and Cameron Tipple 
(Westgate) volleyed in a seventh from 
the right. 


Title decider? 

IT’S crunch time in the 
Hampshire Sixth Forms 
Colleges League title race with 
Wednesday’s Itchen-Barton 
Peveril game set to have a 
major bearing on the outcome 
of the championship race. 

A win for Itchen at Middle 
Road (2pm) would make the 
six-times champions firm 
favourites for yet another tro¬ 
phy triumph, but both Barton 
Peveril and Brockenhurst have 
matches in hand. 

Whether they can fit them in 
during the time that remains 
this spring term remains to be 
seen - games on Wednesdays 
and Fridays looks a highly likely 
scenario in their respective 
catch-up plans. 

BP, Brockenhurst and Itchen 
have still to play each other, of 
course - their scheduled duels 
earlier in the season having 
succumbed to the elements. 

Leading places 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Itchen 

14 

12 

1 

1 

58 

15 

37 

South Downs 

15 

11 

2 

2 

41 

24 

35 

Farnborough 

14 

10 

2 

2 

52 

23 

32 

Barton Peveril 

10 

9 

0 

1 

44 

8 

27 

Brockenhurst 

9 

8 

1 

0 

74 

7 

25 

Andover 

11 

8 

0 

3 

42 

11 

24 


Wednesday’s fixtures: Andover v Brockenhurst 
(Chalton), Bournemouth v Alton, Farnborough v 
Chichester, Itchen v Barton Peveril, Poole Grammar 
v Bournemouth & Poole, Portsmouth v Richard 
Taunton, Queen Mary’s v Havant, Sparsholt v South 
Downs, St Vincent v Peter Symonds. 


U11 festival 

THE Hampshire Schools FA 
stages its inaugural under-11 
district festival at the BTC 
Ground, Stoneham Lane, next 
Saturday. 

Teams from Aldershot, 
Basingstoke, Gosport & 
Fareham and Southampton will 
compete in a round-robin tour¬ 
nament, kick off 10.30am. 

Hampshire are hoping to 
organise a followup mini festival 
at Easter, with Eastleigh and 
Portsmouth also involved. 


EMAIL JUNIOR FOOTBALL REPORTS TO echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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Collingwood 
has warning 
for England 

SCOTLAND assistant coach Paul 
Collingwood has warned England 
that their miserable start to the 
World Cup could yet get worse. 

After heavy back-to-back 
defeats England will look to get 
their campaign back on track 
against Scotland in Christchurch 
on Monday. 

But Collingwood believes 
Scotland, who have never won a 
World Cup match, are capable of 
beating an England team he thinks 
is “playing at about 30 or 40 per 
cent of their potential”. 

Scotland have already shown 
they are no pushovers, after run¬ 
ning New Zealand far closer than 
England managed in their World 
Cup opener, while they fell just 
short of beating West Indies in 
their final warm-up match. 

“There’s real confidence and 
belief we can get a win. It’s gen¬ 
uine because the guys are getting 
closer and closer against interna¬ 
tional opposition,” Collingwood, 
pictured below, told the 
International Cricket Council’s 
website. 

“We fought all the way to the end 
against New 
Zealand and it 
was only a 
three-wicket 
margin and we 
should have 
won against the 
West Indies the 
week before so 
we’re getting 
there. 

“That's going 
to be an amaz¬ 
ing feeling if we 
can get that 
first-ever World Cup win under our 
belt, there’s no better time than 
against England. That would mean 
so much to Scottish cricket. 

“We’ll cause problems because 
we know we have the skill levels 
and the approach and our first win 
is just around the corner. 

“Hopefully the guys will be 
singing ‘Flower of Scotland’ in the 
dressing room come Monday.” 

Collingwood has been critical of 
England at this World Cup and 
earlier this week suggested the 
pressure was mounting on coach 
Peter Moores to keep his job. 

England can hardly afford any 
more slip-ups in their remaining 
four pool-stage games if they are 
to reach the quarter-finals, 
although Collingwood suspects 
Moores’ hopes of reaching the 
knockout stages might already be 
over. 

“You can make a change here 
and there but it’s almost as if the 
damage has been done,” he said. 

“Two years ago England and 
New Zealand were probably on a 
par but now the gap is so much 
because they’ve taken an aggres¬ 
sive approach and built confi¬ 
dence and momentum by making 
that a success.” 



YOUNG STARS 


Simon Walter 


Simon. walter@dailyecho. co .uk 

CRICKET REPORTER 




THE ELITE International Cricket 
Academy has revealed the four 
Australians who will be based 
at the Ageas Bowl this summer. 

Now approaching its third year, 
the academy has already helped 
produce players who have gone on 
to bigger and better things. 

Memorably, Ashton Agar starred 
for Australia after receiving a sur¬ 
prise call-up for two Tests during 
the 2013 Ashes series. 

He made the highest Test score by 
a No 11 when he made 98 on debut, 
in a record tenth-wicket partner¬ 
ship of 151 with the late Phil Hughes 
at Trent Bridge. 

The 21 year-old slow left-armer is 
playing regularly for Western 
Australia in this season’s Sheffield 
Shield. 

Agar was also a Perth Scorchers 
regular alongside Michael Carberry 
as they won the Big Bash. So too 
was Ashton Turner, another alum¬ 
nus from the academy’s inaugural 
Cricket Australia intake. 

Travis Head, who was prolific for 
Ventnor in 2013, has since played 
for Australia A and was outstand¬ 
ing for the Adelaide Strikers at the 
Big Bash, hitting 211 runs at an 
average of 30 and a strike rate of 
152. 

Alex Keath, who played for 
Bournemouth in 2013, played for 
the Melbourne Stars at the Big Bash 
and has also impressed for the 
National Performance squad. 

Will Bosisto’s form has dropped 
since his time at The Ageas Bowl. 
His last fifty was for Totton & Eling 
18 months ago and he has been 
banned from bowling since his off- 
spin action was found to be illegal 
in November. 

But Ashton Turner, who played 
for Chichester Priory Park and 
made his first-class debut for 
Australia against Sussex in 2013, 
has gone from strength to strength, 
having won the last two Big Bash 
tournaments as a regular for the 
Perth Scorchers. 

The 2015 quartet is also highly 
rated. Elite International Cricket 
Academy Manager Richard 
Browning said: “The calibre of the 
four players joining our Gold 
Summer Development Programme 
is testament to the provision on 
offer here. We know all four players 
are highly thought of in Australia.” 

This is the 2015 quartet: 

SEBASTIAN GOTCH 

The right-handed wicketkeeper- 
batsman is the oldest of this year’s 
quartet (he will be 22 in July) and is 
one of the three Australians who 
will be playing in the Southern 






AUSSIE ACES: Tom 
Andrews, main pic, 
and Seb Gotch, inset 
bottom, will be based 
at the Ageas Bowl 
this summer, while 
Ashton Agar, inset 
top, and Travis Head, 
inset middle, are 
International 
Academy alumni. 


Electric Premier League. He has 
been allocated to Lymington CC. 

He top scored with an unbeaten 58 
(119 balls, five fours and a six) 
against an India attack including 
Ishant Sharma, Varun Aaron, 
Mohammed Shami and Ravi Jadeja 
as a Cricket Australia XI drew with 
the tourists at the Adelaide Oval in 
December. Gotch also hit a 25-ball 


40, including three sixes, as a CA XI 
beat South Africa by 22 runs in a 
T20 match in November. 

He was caught by Kyle Abbott but 
secured the win when he avenged 
his dismissal by catching last-man 
Kagiso Rabada in the penultimate 
over. 

Described by cricketnsw.com as a 
“skilful little right-handed batsmen 


that is at his best when scoring 
freely. Has a good range of shots to 
both pace and spin bowling. Has 
been a very good contributor at 
National youth level for the past 
three years with Victoria.” 

SEAN WILLIS 

Will play for Ventnor in the 
Southern Electric Premier League 


MORE CRICKET NEWS ONLINE: WWW.DAILYECHO.CO.UR 
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Hampshire Cricket Spotlight 


AT THE BOWL 


squad in the aforementioned ‘A- 
team’ quadrangular tournament 
last July. 

TOM ANDREWS 

Leg-spinning all-rounder who will 
be playing for Southern Electric 
Premier League side Bashley Rydal 
CC this year. 

The 20 year-old took eight wickets 
at 29 apiece, including 3-35 against 
Bangladesh, at last year’s Under-19 
World Cup, where the left-handed 
batsman also scored some useful 
runs at number eight. 

Yet to make his first-class debut 
but has made three List A appear¬ 
ances, all for Australia’s National 
Performance Squad in his home 
town of Darwin last July in a quad¬ 
rangular series featuring Australia 
A, South Africa A and India A (he 
took two wickets at 75.5). 

JAKE DORAN 

Left-handed batsman-wicketkeep¬ 
er, who will play for Henley CC in 
the Home Counties Premier League 
this season. 

The 18-year old made his T20 Big 
Bash debut for Sydney Thunder in 
a defeat against the Sydney Sixers 
at the SCG last month. 

Was Australia’s leading batsman 
at last year’s Under-19 World Cup, 
where he scored 249 runs at 83, 
including an unbeaten 99 (124 balls, 
eight fours) against Bangladesh. 

More recently, Doran impressed 
against England in a 50-over match 
for the Australian Prime Ministers 
XI last month. Chasing a daunting 
392, the home side made a 
respectable 331, of which Doran 
made a 44-ball 37 before lofting a 
cover drive against James 
Tredwell’s off-spin to Eoin 
Morgan. 

Only Glenn Maxwell scored more 
(136 from 89 balls) and Doran put 
on 81 in ten overs with the former 
Hampshire batsman. 

He also played for a Cricket 
Australia XI, for whom academy 
graduates Alex Keath (30) and 
Ashton Turner (73) impressed with 
the bat, against a South Africa 
attack including former Hampshire 
star Kyle Abbott, Ryan McLaren 
and Wayne Parnell in November. 

Doran made an unbeaten five off 
the two balls he faced as the CA XI 
made 189 before dismissing the 
tourists for 167 in Sydney. 

Also made 25 as a Cricket 
Australia XI drew with India in 
December, two days after his 18th 
birthday. 

His brother Luke, an U19 World 
Cup winner in 2010, is a promising 
slow left-armer, having taken eight 
wickets at 17 apiece in the three List 
A games he has played for New 
South Wales. 

Luke has also made 14 Big Bash 
appearances - ten for Sydney 
Thunder and four for the Sydney 
Sixers in this season’s tournament. 



and has already scored a century in 
these parts; a run-a-ball 103 (before 
retiring) against the Hampshire 
Hogs at their home ground, 
Warnford in the Meon Valley, dur¬ 
ing a tour with Hobart’s Hutchins 
School in 2012. 

The 20 year-old Tasmanian also 
scored an unbeaten 111 on his 
Australia Under-19s debut in New 


Zealand two years ago before fol¬ 
lowing up with a 75-ball 110 not out 
against Papua New Guinea a few 
months later. 

Former Australia captain Greg 
Chappell, now Australia’s national 
talent manager, has praised his 
mental strength and tactical nous, 
but the right-hander has not been 
as prolific in the last year or two. 


NEW STARS: Bowler 
Sean Willis, main pic, 
is following in the 
footsteps of fellow 
Aussies Will Bosisto, 
inset top, and Alex 
Keath, inset middle, 
by spending a sum¬ 
mer honing his skills 
in England. 


Earlier this month he was our for 
five - lbw to off-spinner 
Mahmudallah - as an Australian X] 
including Michael Clarke beal 
Bangladesh in a World Cup warm¬ 
up match in Brisbane. 

Yet to make his first-class debul 
and was limited to 30 runs in his 
first four List A innings, for 
Australia’s National Performance 


Hampshire 
renew Paris 
Smith deal 

HAMPSHIRE Cricket has renewed 
its partnership with Southampton- 
based law firm Paris Smith. 

Paris Smith has worked closely 
with Hampshire on several pro¬ 
jects in recent years, including the 
Ageas Bowl’s soon-to-be-opened 
175-bed four-star Hilton hotel, two 
new covered stands and the new 
18-hole golf course. 

Hampshire’s official legal part¬ 
ner, Paris Smith has also played 
an important role in helping secure 
planning permission to host con¬ 
certs at the Ageas Bowl. 

David Mann, Hampshire Cricket 
Chief Executive, said: “We have 
been delighted with the service 
Paris Smith have provided over a 
long period of time and I am very 
happy that it’s been agreed to 
continue this partnership.” 

Paris Smith’s Managing Partner, 
Peter Taylor added: “Paris Smith 
have enjoyed a long standing 
relationship with Hampshire 
Cricket, spanning many decades. 
This will be an exciting year for 
Hampshire Cricket and the Ageas 
Bowl, both on and off the field, 
and we are proud to continue our 
relationship. 

“We are delighted to have helped 
the club to achieve its success 
and, in particular, it’s undoubted 
ability to host international 
cricket.” 

Sponsor to 
raise county 
Pedigree 

HAMPSHIRE Cricket has renewed 
its sponsorship deal with 
Marston’s Beer Company. 

Marston’s Pedigree, the official 
beer of English cricket, will also 
retain its status as the official beer 
of the Ageas Bowl. 

And Pedigree will also become 
Hampshire’s main LV= County 
Championship shirt sponsor from 
2015-17. 

Ageas Bowl commercial director 
Stuart Robertson said: “We are 
delighted to be able to enhance 
this sponsorship deal and cele¬ 
brate our excellent relationship by 
extending the partnership by a fur¬ 
ther three years with a beer that 
has become synonymous with 
English cricket, Marston’s 
Pedigree. Ringwood beers have 
been a local favourite for many 
years now and we are pleased that 
they too will continue to remain 
available to fans at the Ageas 
Bowl.” 

Marston’s regional sales manag¬ 
er Simon Marchesi said: “We are 
very proud to continue our long 
association with Hampshire 
Cricket, forming part of our sup¬ 
port of cricket at a number of lev¬ 
els; from local club sponsorship 
and regional leagues to its pres¬ 
ence at test match grounds.” 


GOT A CRICKET STORY FOR US? CALL: 023 8042 4515 
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What experts 
said about 
England loss 

ENGLAND’S eight-wicket World 
Cup trouncing by New Zealand in 
Wellington marks a new low in their 
recent (mis)fortunes. 

Here, The Sports Pink loks at the 
reaction of expert pundits: 

■ Bob Willis (former England cap¬ 
tain, on Sky Sports) 
“Indescribably bad. Eoin (Morgan) 
and his batsmen could easily be 
renamed ‘Derek and the Dominoes’. 

“Then you come to the bowling. 
The Grateful Dead’, you could call 
them. Instead of going for a hundred 
in the last 10 overs, they’re now 
going for a hundred in the first 10.” 

■ Michael Vaughan (former 
England captain, Daily Telegraph) 

“(Coach) Peter 
(Moores) 
has to 
winning 
games, qual¬ 
ify for the 
quarter- 
finals and 
start com- 
p e t i n g 
because at 
the moment 
it is abject. 

“The players 
are letting every¬ 
one down, and the 
coach is not getting the best out of 
them because they are better than 
this.” 




■ Geoff Boycott 
(former 
England cap¬ 
tain, BBC 
Radio 5 
Live) 

“This was¬ 
n’t an 

uncovered 
pitch, or a 
grassy pitch, 
where the ball 
has seamed 
and swung all 
over the place. This was 
a flat 270 pitch, minimum - and we 
made a right mess of it. 

“We’ll all be a bit nervous on 
Monday ... the ‘Scottish’ day.” 


■ Mark Ramprakash (England 
batting coach, Twitter) - “Got to 
apologise to the fans re the 
game/result, at 103 for 3 didnt see 
the mayhem to come! No one to 
blame but ourselves - will do better!” 


■ Matt Prior (former England 
wicketkeeper, Sky Sports) - “It is a 

new low - there’s no doubt about 
that. 

“Like a lot of England fans, I went 
to bed last night hoping this would 
be the match that set England’s 
World Cup campaign on the right 
track ... (but) waking up this morning 
it was scary reading.” 



■ Andrew Strauss (former 
England captain, Sky Sports) - 

“You might say the 
Australia game 
was a pretty 
poor perfor¬ 
mance. This 
one is 
immeasur¬ 
ably worse. 

“As a cap¬ 
tain and a 
coach, this is 
where you 
earn your corn. 

You’ve got find a 
way of turning it 
round. 

“If England play fearful cricket 
against Scotland, watch out - that 
could be a messy affair.” 


Hampshire legend Richards calls tor dramatic 



HAMPSHIRE legend Barry Richards 
fears for cricket’s future unless dra¬ 
matic rule changes, including some 
legalised ball tampering, are introduced 
curb the dominance of batsmen. 

The South African star has been worried for some 
time about how batsmen rule the cricket world with 
ever-increasing monster scores as bowlers become 
cannon fodder. 

The trend has been seen in the World Cup with the 
first five games of the tournament all featuring bloated 
team scores of more than 300. 

1) Australia blasted 342-9 against England in 
Melbourne, with Aaron Finch blasting 135 off 128 balls 
with 12 fours and three sixes. 

Ex-Hampshire big hittier Glenn Maxwell joined in the 
spree with 60 off 44 balls. 

2) Corey Anderson smashed 75 off 46 balls and 
Brendan McCullum struck 65 off 49 deliveries as New 
Zealand rattled up 331-6 against Sri Lanka. 

3) Virat Kohli scored 107, his 22nd ODI hundred, as 
India posted 300-7 against Pakistan. Both Shikhar 
Dhawan (75) and Suresh Raina (74) joined in the fun. 

4) South African pair David Miller and JP Duminy 
shared a huge fifth wicket stand as South Africa ran 
up 339-4 against Zimbabwe. 

Miller hit nine sixes in his 92-ball 138 not out, while 
Duminy hit 115 off 100 balls. 

Together the pair shared an ODI record unbroken 
stand of 256 for the fifth wicket. 

5) The West Indies hammered 304-7 off their 50 
overs against Ireland, and still lost. 

Lendl Simmons (102) and Darren Sammy (89) helped 
the former Caribbean kings of world cricket set a 
daunting total. 

But Paul Stirling (92), Ed Joyce (84) and Niall 
O’Brien (79 not out off 60 balls) helped the underdogs 
to a famous four wicket win, with almost four overs in 
hand. 

All those large scores have sparked increasing 
debate with ICC chief executive David Richardson 
recently saying the size of modern bats had “shifted 
the balance” in favour of batsmen and the game’s law 
makers would think about making a change. 

South African cricket icon Richards says a raft of 
measures should be considered to swing the game 
back to being an even contest between bat and ball. 

“Reverse swing is an art. Let the bowlers rub the 
ball in the dirt if they want because not all bowlers can 
produce reverse swing,” Richards said. 

“Maybe in one-day cricket you could let 
the better bowlers bowl 25 of the 50 
overs, but only two bowlers are nominated 
before the start to bowl those overs. 

“The pressing of cricket bats also has to 
be controlled and the thickness in their 
edges. 

“Maybe there can also be a designated 
sweet spot area for bats, ours used to be 
about the size of a 50 cent piece but now they 
are much bigger.” 

It never used to be like this. 

During the 1979 World Cup in England, no side 
posted 300 in a game - and matches were 60-over a 
side affairs back then, compared to the current 50. 

Four years later, there were four 300-plus scores in 
the whole tournament - but again games were 60- 
over a side encounters. 


Richards 
(inset) fear^ 
monster 
scores like 
Ireland’s 
total will 
ruin the 
game 


Richardson conceded that modern bats 
helped batsmen to dominate, especially in 
cricket. 

He insists it is a growing concern and the ICC has 
begun to consider remedial steps, including pulling 
back the boundary ropes during the World Cup as far 
back as 90 yards. 

“The balance may have shifted a little bit too much 
because sometimes poor shots or mis-hits are going 
for six,” Richardson said prior to the World Cup start¬ 
ing. 

“Let us try and rectify that. 

“What we have done up until now is try and maxi¬ 
mize the size of the boundary. 

“You will see for the World Cup, most of the grounds 
in Australia in particular, which allow for big playing 
surfaces, boundary ropes will be pushed back to at 
least 90 yards where possible.” 

Modern-day cricket bats are much bigger than they 
used to be. 

They have more bulge at the back, the edges are 
chunky (as thick as two inches), the whole bat is a 
sweet spot and it can send the ball much high¬ 
er, much faster and much farther than 
before. 

In the name of entertainment, adminis¬ 
trators have given consent to shorter 
boundaries at most venues - thereby 
further hurting the case of the bowler. 

However, the MCC’s World Cricket 
Committee, at a meeting last July, 
decided against making changes to the 
law governing bat dimensions. 

The panel, comprising former cricketers and 
captains, failed to find a consensus and it was decid¬ 
ed to retain the current ruling on the size of bats. 

That is contained in Appendix E of the Laws of 
Cricket, which only limits the length of the bat to 38 
inches and the width to 414 inches. 

Such leniency has led to long-standing batting 
records being shattered. 

Last month, South Africa’s ODI captain, AB de 
Villiers, hit the fastest ODI century in 31 balls and 40 
minutes. 

That shattered the previous record set by New 
Zealand all-rounder Corey Anderson less than a year 
ago, which had come off 36 deliveries. 

According to Richardson, de Villiers deserved 
for his amazing feat. 

But he also acknowledged the fact that mis-hits 
could sail over the boundary ropes deserved inspec¬ 
tion. 

“No one begrudges an AB de Villiers, who plays 
some superb shots,” he said. 

“Him, Brendon McCullum, Kumar Sangakkara, they 
are exceptionally talented and no one minds if they hit 
some great shots which go for six. 

“But where some batsmen are mis-hitting balls and 
it is just carrying over the rope and going for a six 
instead of being caught at the boundary, that is what 
some cricket people believe has become unfair. 

“The bats are so good these days that the sweet 
spot is much larger than it would have been 10-15 
years ago. 

“The MCC, as law makers, and the ICC will be look¬ 
ing at giving perhaps some consideration to placing 
limitations on the depth of a bat in particular.” 


HORSE RACING NEWS AND RACECARDS - SEE PAGE 44 


BATSMEN’S DOMINANCE 
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rules changes to safeguard th**ityre of cricket 


KEVIN Pietersen is “really 
happy” with his cut-price 
Indian Premier League deal to 
join Sunrisers Hyderabad. 

England outcast Pietersen will be 
joining old international pals Eoin 
Morgan and Ravi Bopara - along 
with hot properties David Warner 
and Dale Steyn - when he arrives 
for duty in April with his fourth 
IPL franchise. 

That element of arrangements 
has heartened the 34-year-old, who 
attracted a solitary bid - at his base 
reserve price of 20 million rupees 
(£205,000) - in the annual IPL auc¬ 
tion. 

In monetary terms, there was per¬ 
haps a little less for Pietersen to 
smile about. 

His contract pales in comparison 
with his previous ones at 
Bangalore, Delhi and Deccan - as 
well as India all-rounder Yuvraj 
Singh’s £1.6million bid to join the 
Daredevils this time round. 

Pietersen made his IPL debut in 
2009, while still a Hampshire play¬ 
er, for Bangalore and also appeared 
for the Challengers the following 
year. 

He made his Delhi debut in 2012, 
scoring his only ever T20 hundred 
in 115 innings - an unbeaten 103 
against Deccan Chargers. 

Pietersen returned to Delhi for a 
second year in 2014, but despite 


scoring 49, 44 and 58 in his last 
three innings was not retained. 

Other big names, however, failed 
to attract any interest at all. 

England’s Twenty20 opener Alex 
Hales, Sri Lanka veterans Kumar 
Sangakkara, Mahela Jayawardene 
and Tillakaratne Dilshan, South 
Africa batsman Hashim Amla, 
West Indies’ Marlon Samuels, 
Australian Cameron White, and 
New Zealander Ross Taylor all 
went unsold. 

Pietersen’s stock appeared to rise 
dramatically with his much- 
improved form for Melbourne 
Stars in this winter’s Big Bash 
tournament. 

He finished as the competi¬ 
tion’s second top runscorer 
with 293 from eight innings 
at an average of 41.85. 

Former Hampshire col¬ 
league Michael Carberry 
was the fifth highest 
runscorer, with 266 
runs from nine 
innings at 44.33. 

Pietersen’s 
return to T20 
form came 

after the 
record-, 
breaking^ 

South 
Africa-born 
batsman’s 
paucity 


runs, and matches, for much of last 
year since England controversially 
sacked him in the messy aftermath 
of their 2013-14 Ashes whitewash. 

There was an awkard hush at 
Monday’s set-piece auction in 
Bangalore when it became clear 
there was to be no clamour to 
secure Pietersen’s services for 2015. 

But hours later, the man himself 
tweeted: “To be playing with my 
buddies, @ravibopara, @Eoinl6, 
@DaleSteyn62 & @davidwarner31 
for the @SunRisers makes me real¬ 
ly happy this am!” 

Pietersen’s engagement with the 
Sunrisers augments his 
global Twenty20 
portfolio, which 
already comprised 
a Big Bash associa¬ 
tion and an agree¬ 
ment to return to 
the Caribbean 
Premier League this 
summer for the St 
Lucia Zouks. 

Pietersen made two 
appearances for the 
Zouks last August. 

Whether there will 
also be time for him to 
return to the NatWest 
T20 Blast for Surrey, 
or any other county, 
following his de-reg- 
istration by the 
Londoners five 


months ago, remains to be seen. 

The IPL, which features 60 fix¬ 
tures over six-and-a-half weeks 
from April 8, will impact on the 
availability elsewhere of others too 
- at the start of the English domes¬ 
tic season and during a Test tour of 
the Caribbean for Alastair Cook’s 
team. 

England’s World Cup captain 
Morgan, who sold for his base price 
of around £156,000, and all-rounder 
Ravi Bopara (£100,000) both appear 
to have prioritised the IPL over 
imminent Test ambitions. 

As well as Hales, fringe England 
batsman Carberry also failed to 
find an IPL employer despite his 
good form recently with Big Bash 
champions Perth Scorchers. 

Yuvraj, at 33 out of favour with 
India’s selectors, was the top lot in 
the auction - followed by compatri¬ 
ot Dinesh Karthik (Royal 
Challengers Bangalore). 

Other big-money acquisitions 
included Sri Lanka captain Angelo 
Mathews (Delhi) and New Zealand 
left-arm pace bowler Trent Boult - 
who will be one of Pietersen’s 
Sunrisers team-mates. 

Sean Abbott will make his IPL 
debut for Bangalore. 

A rising star in Australia, Abbott 
had the misfortune to deliver the 
bouncer which inflicted Phillip 
Hughes’ fatal injury last 
November. 



TODAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES - SEE PAGE 45 


England’s worst 
world cup defeats 

ENGLAND suffered a second heavy 
World Cup defeat in five days after co¬ 
hosts New Zealand subjected them to 
an eight-wicket trouncing in 
Wellington on Friday. 

Here, we look back at other World 
Cup defeats, in both the 50 and 20- 
over formats, that have left a sour 
taste in England mouths: 

Ireland beat England by three 
wickets (2011 World Cup) 

Ireland’s Kevin O’Brien hit the fastest 
hundred in World Cup history to sen¬ 
tence shell-shocked England to an 
astounding three-wicket defeat in 
Bangalore. 

Half-centuries from Kevin Pietersen 
(59), Jonathan Trott (92) and Ian Bell 
(81) enabled England to post what 
looked like a match-winning total of 
327 for eight, but O’Brien came to the 
crease with Ireland five wickets down 
in the 24th over and smashed 113 in 
63 balls, including 13 fours and six 
sixes, to help his side to a famous win. 

Defeat was made all the worse for 
England as O’Brien was dropped on 
91 by captain Andrew Strauss, on the 
then England captain’s 34th birthday. 

South Africa beat England by 122 
runs (1999 World Cup) 

Defeat to one of international crick¬ 
et’s leading nations might not seem 
like such an embarrassing result, but it 
takes on unwanted significance when 
the margin of the defeat and the fact 
that it cost hosts England qualification 
to the knockout stages are taken into 
account. 

England did well to restrict South 
Africa to 225 for seven in the first 
innings at the Oval, but their chase 
was doomed almost immediately from 
the start when Alec Stewart was dis¬ 
missed for a first-over golden duck 
and Nasser Hussain (two) fell in the 
third over. 

They eventually stuttered to 103 all 
out to lose by 122 runs with Zimbabwe 
instead qualifying for the Super Six 
Stages with a superior net run-rate. 

Zimbabwe beat England by nine 
wickets (1992) 

England were sitting pretty when 
they embarked on their eighth and 
final group game against Zimbabwe, 
having already secured their progress 
to the semi-finals. 

Ian Botham and Richard Illingworth 
shared six wickets as Zimbabwe were 
dismissed for 134 in 46 overs, but 
England lost wickets at regular inter¬ 
vals - Graham Gooch dismissed for a 
golden duck and Graeme Hick also 
departing without troubling the scorers 
- and ended up falling nine runs short 
of their opponents’ paltry total. 

England would go on to reach their 
third World Cup final but suffered yet 
more heartbreak when Pakistan ran 
out 22-run winners at the MCG. 

Netherlands beat England by 45 
runs (2014 World Twenty20) 

England bowed out of the World 
Twenty20 with a shambolic 45-run 
defeat in Chittagong. 

England were far from flawless in the 
field, guilty of at least two clear drops 
and one botched run-out by Jos Buttler, 
but their batting was littered with errors 
and complacency against a side skittled 
for 39 by Sri Lanka a week earlier. 

Chasing Netherlands’ mark of 133 
for five, Stuart Broad’s side - who had 
won the toss and opted to chase - 
limped to 88 all out. 

Netherlands beat England by four 

wickets (2009 World Twenty20) 

England kicked off their 2009 World 
Twenty20 campaign against the 
Netherlands and suffered humiliation 
in their own backyard. 

Expected to progress comfortably 
past the Dutch, the hosts instead 
slumped to a four-wicket defeat in 
steady rain under the lights at Lord’s 
and the men in orange chased down 
England’s total of 162 for five. 
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ULTIMATE 
HANDS ON 
FALCONRY 
DAY 

GIFT VOUCHERS 


[systems 


HANDLE, TRAIN 
AND FLY- 
EAGLES,~HAWKS, 
FALCONS & OWLS. 
SMALL GROUPS 
WITH EXCLUSIVE 
ACCESS TO 12 ACRE 
WOODLAND SITE. 
NO EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY! 


[01794 3233101 


www.forestfalconiy.com 


SOLENT HOMES 


irig your first motorhome? 


As the UK’s largest Roller Team dealer, 
we offer the complete package to first-time buyers. 


a large range of new and quality pre-owned 
motorhomes always available to choose from 
finance insurance • and most importantly, advice! 


If you are thinking of buying a motorhome but 
haven’t been on a motorhome holiday before, we 
have a large range of motorhome hire packages 
available for long or short term hire! 


Solent Motor Homes Ltd, 5 Upton Road, Poole, Dorset BH17 7AA 
f; 01202 801705 info@solentmotorhomes.co.uk 


www.solentmotorhomes.co.uk 

Main authorised agents for 


ROLLER TEAM 

Luxury Motorhomes 


T RIBUT E 

Panel Van Conversions 



SH0REF1ELD 



■ Pre-Owned Holiday Homes from £17,995 

■ New Holiday Homes from £28,995 

■ Luxury 4 Star Park with Excellent 
Leisure Facilities 

■ Fantastic Sublet Opportunities 

■ 0% Finance Available on Selected 
Holiday Homes 

Subject To Status & Deposit Criteria. 

Terms & Conditions Apply 

Speak to Barry today to discuss your requirements & 
book your VIP tour... 

barry.holly@shorefield.co.uk 

Call Barry NOW on 01202 865621 
or 07718043429 


50 * o« Roof Repairs 


Supplied and installed 
by ourselves (no sub-contractors) 


for only £17.50 per metre 
(Normal cost £35 per metre) 



(All products come with a fully comprehensive 
guarantee and are BBA approved. 

(FREE written quotations) 


Please check us out on v/= JMifl £*) 


www CheoKatrade com 


ru'in ;t»^3Kncfr m 


Gutter repairs • Cladding • General roofing and Repairs 
• Painting & Decorating 

For a free estimate from a local family business Fully insured 
We also offer a uPVC cleaning service 


Tel: 01202 375943/07733 147081 

22C Dudmoor Farm Road, Christchurch, BH23 6AQ ^ -v/ 
WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE QUOTE BY 10% - - 



CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 
Daily Echo 


GOALS SOCCER CENTRES 
FUNCTION ROOM HIRE 

Weddings, Christenings, Birthdays, 
Wakes, Engagement Parties 

CALL NOW 

02380 510 666 


GRAHAM RUSSELL 

DRUMS 

«« 

•• 

Unit 5 Axis Park, Newgate Lane 
Fareham, PO!4 1 FD 
www.grahamrusscildrums.com 


fletlei 



Accident. Repnircs 


• Full resprays • Crash damage repair work 
• Bumper/ panel repairs 
• Dent/ scratch repairs 
• Alloy wheel refurbishment 
• Spray booth with viewing area 

Don't cE^^^pdcall Ray today for your 

Telephone: 023 8040 6065 
Mobile: 07880 935488 

Unit 7, Old Netley Farm, Grange Road, Southampton, S031 8GD 


3 You deserve some.. 

Sjj 'Me Time'!® 

Cwnlitu) Ik file dim ’EE Im! 

at Ik Hefida d Im, Saaikawptm 
^ ^ SUNDAY 1ST (MARCH 2015 
free Elite) klimn 7.30|>w - 8.00pm 

New social club for ladies aged 40+ 


JJAUMCH MIGHT 

70's & 80's music and much more! 
Details on: 07958 731467 


' ROUX v 

JEWELLERS 

Est 1983 

107 East Street, Southampton 
02380 221132 

Closing Down 

SALE 

Genuine Bargains 
EVERYTHING must go! 
Doors close at the end of 
March 2015 
Sadly Closing Down 
After 32 Years of 
enjoyable trading 
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Commercial 

Industrial 

Accidental 

Vandalism 

Burglaries 


UPVC Windows & Doors 
FENSA Registered 
Serving the south for 
domestic & commercial 
glazing for over 20 years 
Open Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm, 
Sat 8.00am - Midday 

A COMPLETE 
GLASS SERVICE 

64 Romsey Road, Shirley, 
Southampton 

021 8078 6174 


Made to measure 
new kitchens 

Wall and floor tiling 

Building work 

Plastering 

Painting and decorating 

Replacement doors 
made to measure 

Sinks, taps & worktops 

New appliances 


023 8042 8500 



www.kitchens-southampton.co.uk 

Showroom at 
29 Salisbury Road Arcade 
Totton 

Southampton 
S0403HX 


DAVID MELLOR 

FAMILY JEWELLERS 


mm* 





DAZZLING 

DIAMOND 

DRAW! 

Complete an 
entry form in 
store for your 
chance to win 
a Diamond 
Solitaire Ring 
worth £1,000! 

No purchase 
necessary. Winner 
will be announced 
Monday 2nd March. 


ALSO, 25% sale 
on selected 
items throughout 
February! 


Andover 01264 356164 
Eastleigh 02380 322290 
Totton 02380 865349 

www.davidmellorjewellers.co.uk 


(i 





Laceys 


mediation 


FUNDING FOR 

FREE MEDIATION EXTENDED - 
MORE PEOPLE QUALIFY - 
DO YOU?? 


As from 3rd November 2014 the government have 
introduced more funding to enable people to access 
mediation for free. 

Currently the Legal Aid Agency will pay for both 
parties’ Mediation Information and Assessment 
Meeting [MIAM], where one or both are eligible for 
legal aid. 

However, from 3rd November they will extend this 
funding to also cover the first mediation session 
itself. Therefore, if at least one party to the mediation 
is eligible for legal aid, the first session will be free 
for both. 

Any subsequent sessions will only be free for the 
legally aided party. The other party will then have 
to pay. However, they will by then have got a feel for 
mediation and how it is working for their case and 
can make an informed choice as to whether to 
continue. This is a real incentive to people to give 
mediation a try. 

This level of legal aid is only available through mediation 
services with a legal aid contract. Laceys Mediation 
are one such service so please make a referral via 
our online system to take advantage of this offer, or 
pick up the phone. 

Please note that if neither party is eligible for legal 
aid, or if you are not sure as to eligibility, Laceys offer 
free assessment meetings to all clients anyway so 
you have nothing to lose by getting in touch with us. 


For further information: 

Visit www.laceysmediation.co.uk 
Telephone: 

01202 721822 or 02380 715432 

Offices in Bournemouth, 

Poole and Southampton 


Legal Aid 
is available in 
family j 
cases 



LORDSHILL 

DENTAL PARTNERSHIP 





BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT NOW 
BY GALLING 02380 738916 or 

email info@advancedentalhealth.co.uk www.advancedentalhealth.co.uk 

VISIT US AT LORDSHILL DENTAL SURGERY, 
LORDSHILL DISTRICT, LORDSHILL, 
SOUTHAMPTON, S016 8HY 
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The Ugly Game 
By Martin Calladine 


Sportsbookofthemonth.com 
price: £12.99 

AFTER graciously agreeing to pocket 
billions of pounds of broadcaster’s 
cash for another three years, the 
Premier League leapfrogged US base¬ 
ball to become the second most valu¬ 
able sports league in the world. 

You wouldn’t think you could teach 
the people running such a hugely cash- 
generative operation anything new, but 
in The Ugly Game, Martin Calladine 
makes a cogent, often entertaining 
case for football to look west and dis¬ 
cover what it could become, one capa¬ 
ble of handling money and fame with¬ 
out compromising open, fair competi¬ 
tion. 

Football’s ‘elegant simplicity’, says 
Calladine, once contributed to its uni¬ 
versal appeal, but the game is, he 
says, “showing its age, led astray by 
money; its self-interest making it 
increasingly a stranger to its audience.” 

Calladine was once an avid football 
fan, but like so many others he fell out 
of love, describing his gradual disillu¬ 
sionment and break from the game as 
a divorce, a word which will feel wholly 
appropriate to many readers. Fie opted 
to ‘return to his childhood love’, 
American Football and the NFL. 

Gridiron’s appeal, he argues, stems 
from strict adherence to a series of 
rules which ensure it remains ultra- 
competitive. 

For example, 
club spending 
is tightly con¬ 
trolled, “to 
prevent bil¬ 
lionaires buy¬ 
ing success”; 
television 
receipts are 
shared equal¬ 
ly; smaller 
clubs can 
hold onto 
their players 
and buying a 
team franchise is “more like a tightly- 
regulated business than a used car 
auction.” 

Each of the book’s 20 chapters com¬ 
prise sub-headings, highlighting the 
NFL’s appeal: stability of ownership; 
television analysts who tell you things 
you didn’t already know; the operation 
of a genuine, well-policed salary cap 
which means owners cannot buy the 
title. 

It could be argued that the Premier 
League has tried to emulate much of 
what it sees as good in US sport, but 
unfortunately, it’s succeeded in con¬ 
centrating commercial power amongst 
a handful of clubs. Sure, American 
Football is a glitzy, commercially- 
attuned sport, but it’s also remarkably 
egalitarian which is why it remains so 
competitive. Perhaps this is also why 
the NFL remains, by some distance, 
the world’s richest league. 

QUIZ QUESTION: 

We’ve teamed up with Sports Book 
of the Month and have a copy of The 
Ugly Game to give away. 

To win this week’s sports book, go to 
their website 

(sportsbookofthemonth.com) and 
answer the following question: 

Which NFL team won the 2015 
Super Bowl? 



Motorsport spotlight 

FAST AND FURIOUS 


Simon Walter 

Simon. walter@dailyech.o .co.uk 


IT IS easy to forget Hampshire 
boasts the fastest motor racing 
circuit in the country, but a few 
laps of Thruxton provides a 
swift reminder. 

After five high-octane minutes in 
Tom Oliphant’s Ginetta G55, during 
which we completed three laps of 
the iconic 2.4-mile circuit at speeds 
of more than 140mph, I was not 
going to argue with that claim. 

It was an exhilarating experience 
but there was still a slight sense of 
relief as I hauled myself out of the 
passenger seat and back on to the 
pit lane. The last time I had trav¬ 
elled at more than lOOmph I was in 
an aeroplane. 

But I could not have been in bet¬ 
ter hands, Tom being one of the top 
drivers in last season’s Ginetta 
GT4 Super Cup, a support race for 
the British Touring Car 
Championship (BTCC), and the 
holder of two podium finishes at 
Thruxton. 

I was given the option to request 
that we slow down by raising a 
hand (I could not be heard above 
the noise of the 3.7-litre engine), 
but there was no way I was not 
going to make the most of such a 
rare treat. 


INFAMOUS 

It was a thrill to hurtle along the 
straights and drift around the infa¬ 
mous Church corner at full pelt 
with Tom’s feet only touching the 
brake pedal as he weaved through 
the chicane. 

But it was also a little disconcert¬ 
ing to be swept off the apex not 
knowing whether we would be 
heading left or right until we had 
already done so. 

The only other experience I had to 
compare it to was a ride in the Top 
Gear simulator at Beaulieu’s 
National Motor Museum. 

This was the real thing, a white- 
knuckle ride to which my stag-do 
go-karting efforts bear no compari¬ 
son. 

Only when you are driven by a 
professional driver can you appre¬ 
ciate the velocity and fitness levels 
required. 

My neck muscles were given a 
rare work out and I appreciated the 
safety belt on the few occasions 
Tom slammed on the brakes. 

Overtaking several Ginetta Junior 
Championship drivers at twice the 
motorway speed limit made the 
experience even more authentic. 

They were there on the eve of 
Thruxton’s Test Day, along with 
three BTCC drivers - Hampshire’s 
Rob Collard, pictured right, 2013 
champion Andrew Jordan and 
Channel Islander Andy Priaulx, 
who was back at Thruxton after a 
13-year absence. 

Having broken a karting record 
held by Lewis Hamilton last year, 
15-year-old Enaam Ahmed was 
there preparing for MSA Formula, 



ride to wMcii mj m* 5P‘ tartll,B 

efforts bear no comparison” 


STRAPPED IN: Simon Walter, right, and Tom Oliphant. 

MAIN PICTURE: Lapping Thruxton in Tom Oliphant’s 
Ginetta G55. 


the new single-seater junior cham¬ 
pionship, which will also be sup¬ 
porting the BTCC. 

They will all be back at 
Thruxton on May 9/10, a 
weekend that Tom is look¬ 
ing forward to as he pre¬ 
pares for another season 
with Century 

Motorsport, having fin¬ 
ished fifth in the Ginetta 
GT4 Super Cup last sea¬ 
son. 

“It’s a fantastic circuit, 

I always look forward to 
coming here,” said the 24 
year-old. 

The Thruxton Group’s man¬ 
aging director, Bill Coombs, 
says: “It’s old-school like Spa, the 
sort of course drivers want to have 
a go on. But you have to be very 


precise all the way round because 
even the straights aren’t that 
straight!” 

The BTCC/Ginetta GT4 
Super Cup/MSA Formula 
weekend will be one of the 
highlights of Thruxton’s 
season, alongside the 
British Superbike 
Championship (BSB) 
meeting (July 31- 
August 2). 

There will also be 
improved facilities for 
spectators this year. 
Thruxton opened a new 
skid pan last year and is 
planning a series of safety 
improvements at Church corner, 
where there were three accidents in 
last year’s BTCC race. 


“Things have changed quite sig¬ 
nificantly in the last few years,” 
explained Coombs. 

“Planning restrictions mean we 
can only run 16 ‘noisy’ days a year, 
unlike other circuits in the UK and 
consequently the circuit’s really 
struggled to make money for a long 
time. 

“Myself and Pat Blakeney were 
brought in to try and turn it round, 
ultimately to gradually improve it 
to the standard everyone expects 
these days. 

MAJOR CHANGES 

“I’m pleased to say we’ve done a 
very good job of that. The net result 
of that is that we’ve made some 
money this year for the first time. 



EMAIL MOTORSPORT NEWS TO echosport§daiiyecho.co.uk 
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“It’s early days but we’ve spent a 
fair bit on spectator areas and we’ll 
see major changes to infrastruc¬ 
ture.” 

While it is limited in the number 
of events it can stage, there is plen¬ 
ty to look forward to in 2015. 

Operations manager Blakeney 
said: “The 16 ‘noisy’ days include 
four test days - which all have to be 
during school holidays - so it only 
leaves us 12 race days. 

“But we’ve got an action-packed 
year ahead. We have six two-day 
race meetings, four for cars and two 
for motorcycles - with BSB being 
the big one in August.” 

Thruxton begins the season with 
the third Easter revival (April 4-5), 
a celebration of the circuit’s glory 
days. 

The British Truck Racing 


Championship (June 13-14), the 
North Gloucester Racing Club (July 
25-26) and the British Automobile 
Racing Club Championship 
(October 3-4) also have meetings at 
Thruxton. 

But there is more to the venue, a 
former wartime airfield near 
Andover, than its popular race 
days. Driving experiences on the 
iconic race track are available from 
£89 to £999. 

SUPER CARS 

“We run the most up-to-date fleet 
of super cars in Europe, including 
a Ferrari 458, Lamborghini 
Huracan, Aston Martin V8, a 
Jaguar F type and a Ferrari 430,” 
said Coombs. 


Then there is the outdoor karting 
centre. 

“That often gets overlooked but 
provides a third of the group’s rev¬ 
enue so it’s very important to us,” 
added Coombs. 

“We’ve recently put in an exten¬ 
sion to the junior and senior tracks 
because by making a success out of 
our external facilities - by which I 
mean the driving experiences, skid 
pan and kart track - we will be able 
to plough the profits back into the 
racing side, which is our ultimate 
passion. 

“We are all racers at heart here at 
Thruxton, and our long-term goal is 
to develop the venue into what we 
want it to be - a thriving centre of 
motor sport excellence.” 

For more information log on to 
thruxtonracing.co. uk. 


TESTING TIMES: Two 

times British Touring Cars 
champion Jason Plato in 
Team BMR’s Volkswagen 
CC during pre-season test¬ 
ing at Thruxton. 

the season. Dunlop even 
bring a special tyre just 
for this meeting. 

British Trucks 
June 13-14 

The race meeting fea¬ 
tures rounds of the 
British Truck Racing 
Championship and 
many supports races. 

NGRRC 
July 25-26 

Two wheel racing action 
blasts in to Thruxton 
courtesy of the North 
Gloucsester Racing Club 

British Superbike 
Championship 
July 31-August 2 

BSB lands at Thruxton 
for some high speed two 
wheel action. 

BARC Meeting 
October 3-4 

The BARC champi¬ 
onships arrive at 
Thruxton for some more 
close racing. 


RACE MEETINGS 
CALENDAR 


Thruxton Easter 
Revival 
April 4-5 

The Thruxton Easter 
Revival brings back the 
history of Thruxton with 
the support of the HSCC 
championship packages 
including Historic 
Formula 2. 


Dunlop MSA British 
Touring Car 
Championship 
May 9-10 

The BTCC makes its 
annual visit to Thruxton 
for the toughest races of 


THRILL-A-MINUTE: The British Superbike Championship comes to Thruxton in the summer. 
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1 Which two clubs has Danny 
Welbeck played for on loan? 


2 Who are the only country to 
have reached three ICC World 
Twenty20 finals? 

3 Who made the first profession¬ 
al 147 break in snooker in 1982? 

4 Which Australian side did 
Danny Cipriani play for before 
joining Sale? 

5 Which three counties did Sir 
Ian Botham play for? 

6 John Wall plays for which NBA 
side? 

7 Who is the manager of 
Hartlepool? 

8 Who is the current Wimbledon 
women's champion? 

9 How old is Rory Mcllroy? 

10 Lee Radford coaches which 
Super League side? 

11 In what year did Davis Love 
III win his only major at the US 
PGA Championship? 

12 Danny Cipriani had an ill- 
fated spell with which Super 
Rugby franchise? 

13 Chelsea signed David Luiz 
from which club in 2011? 

14 Ryan Sidebottom spent seven 
years with which county in 
between his two spells with 
Yorkshire? 

15 Who won the 100 metres final 
at the 2003 athletics World 
Championship in Paris? 

16. Which two countries did 
Ireland beat at the 2011 Cricket 
World Cup? 

17. Michael Jordan played for 
which two NBA teams? 

18. How many times have 
Bradford won the FA Cup? 

19. Who did Andy Murray lose to 
in his first ever Australian Open 
final appearance in 2010? 

20. At which stadium do Sky Bet 
Championship side Rotherham 
play their home games? 


ANSWERS 
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Sunday’s runners 


FONIWELL 


Going: Heavy (Inspection 8am Sunday) 

O H fj TOTEJACKPOT JOSH GIFFORD MEMORIAL 
C ■ 1 U NOVICES' CHASE (FOR THE JOSH GIFFORD 
CUP) (CLASS 2). £20,000 added 5YO PLUS 2m 
6f Penalty Value £12,660. 


(GRADE 2) (CLASS 1). £50,000 added 4YO 
PLUS 2m 4f Penalty Value £28,475. 


1 110-P2 KAYF MOSS (22) (CD) J Flint 71111 .R Flint 

2 -251PO FOXCUB (IRE) (43) (C)(D) T Symonds 7113 .F de Giles 

3 -5021P KILCOOLEY (IRE) (43) (D) C Longsdon 6113.N Fehily 

4 11-151 SILSOL (GER) (22) (D) P Nicholls 6113.S Twiston-Davies 

5 50325P CANNON FODDER (31) (C) Miss S West 81010.M Goldstein 

6 450/60 KAYFLIN (FR) (75) Mrs L Jewell 71010.L Aspell 


2 44-221 MINELLA THEATRE (IRE) (21) A Hill 12 1112.Mr Joe Hill (7) 

3 1342-3 EN SUITE (IRE) (9) Mrs H Kemp 8115 .Miss L Akinci (7) 

BETTING: 1-5 No Loose Change, 9-2 Minella Theatre, 20-1 En Suite. 

A AC I TOTEPOOLLIVEINFO.COM HANDICAP 

^ 1 HURDLE (CLASS 4). £6,000 added 4YO PLUS 

2m 2f 110yds Penalty Value £3,899. 


1 5-PP1F LEO LUNA (30) G L Moore 6113 .Jamie Moore 

2 400-06 TANG ROYAL (FR) (141) R Rowe 8 10 12 .L Aspell 

3 341223 WILTON MILAN (IRE) (15) P Nicholls 7 10 12 ... .S Twiston-Davies 

4 131-51 MISS OSCAROSE (IRE) (98) P Henderson 810 5.R Johnson 


BETTING: 8-13 Wilton Milan, 13-8 Leo Luna, 14-1 Miss Oscarose, 50-1 Tang Royal. 

O Af) TOTEPOOL RACING'S BIGGEST SUPPORTER 
^ ,HU HANDICAP CHASE (FOR THE CERTAIN 

JUSTICE CHALLENGE TROPHY) (CLASS 4). 
£8,000 added 5YO PLUS 2m 6f Penalty Value 
£5,198. 

1 316312 REGAL FLOW (26) Mrs C Keevil 81112 .James Best 

2 224-5P TIME TO THINK (31) (CD) J W Mullins 101111 ... .Kevin Jones (7) 

3 /44-51 DE KERRY MAN (IRE) (95) D Bridgwater 7119.T Scudamore 

4 224/4- HERECOMESTHETRUTH (IRE) (647) (D)(BF) C Gordon 13118 .. .T 

Cannon 

5 454466 MORESTEAD (IRE) (10) (C) B Powell 10 10 0 .BJ Powell 

BETTING: 13-8 De Kerry Man, 9-4 Regal Flow, 4-1 Herecomesthetruth, 6-1 Time To 
Think, 12-1 Morestead. 


2 -|Q TOTEPOOL NATIONAL SPIRIT HURDLE 


BETTING: 4-5 Silsol, 9-4 Kilcooley, 8-1 Kayf Moss, 10-1 Foxcub, 20-1 Cannon 
Fodder, 100-1 Kayflin. 

O Af) TOTEPOOL SUPPORTS THE RACEHORSE 
° SANCTUARY NOVICES' HURDLE (CLASS 4). 

£6,400 added 5YO PLUS 2m 6f 110yds Penalty 
Value £4,159. 


1 0-5 P KERRY MAUR (115) C Gordon 61012.T Cannon 

2 /24-55 PRINCETON ROYALE (IRE) (16) N King 6 10 12.Lizzie Kelly (7) 

3 2-113 ROCK THE KASBAH (IRE) (46) (C)(BF) P Hobbs 5 10 12 .R Johnson 

4 1P-3PP WYCHWOODS BROOK (57) E Williams 91012.A Wedge 

5 500 LADY A (58) C Gordon 5105.M Goldstein 

BETTING: 1-2 Rock The Kasbah, 2-1 Wychwoods Brook, 14-1 Princeton Royale, 
50-1 Kerry Maur, 66-1 Lady A. 


A -I fl TOTEEXACTA FOXHUNTER TRIAL (OPEN 
H ■ 1 U HUNTERS' CHASE) (FOR THE WHITELAW 
CHALLENGE CUP) (CLASS 6). £3,000 added 
5YO PLUS 3m 2f 110yds Penalty Value £1,872. 

1 2161-2 NO LOOSE CHANGE (IRE) (5) (D)(BF) P Nicholls 1012 6 .Mr James 

King (7) 


1 004005 DIAMOND'S RETURN (IRE) (52) (D) S O'Farrell (IRE) 1111 12Conor 

O'Farrell 

2 40-053 CARRY ON SYDNEY (16) (BF) O Sherwood 51111 .L Aspell 

3 -615FU URCALIN (FR) (13) (C) D Arbuthnot 7117 .Joshua Moore 

4 -50001 SIROP DE MENTHE (FR) (27) Mrs S Gardner 5 11 4Lucy Gardner (5) 

5 43B050 VERY NOBLE (FR) (38) C Gordon 6 10 13.T Cannon 

6 6-4050 MY LORD (F30) L Dace 7 10 11 .CShoemark(3) 

7 56505 AMBRE DES MARAIS (FR) (36) Mrs A Batchelor 510 6 Jamie Moore 

BETTING: 7-4 Sirop De Menthe, 7-2 Carry On Sydney, 5-1 Urcalin, 6-1 Very Noble, 
8-1 Diamond's Return, 10-1 My Lord, 20-1 Ambre Des Marais. 


C -If) TOTETRIFECTA MAIDEN OPEN NH FLAT 
°" 1 U RACE (CLASS 6). £3,000 added 4 to 6YO 2m 
2f 110yds Penalty Value £1,949. 


1 UUR-R0 A BITTER AFFAIR (IRE) (16) Mrs C Keevil 6114 .James Best 

2 5 ITSABOUTIME (IRE) (24) Mrs H Nelmes 5114 .C Ring (5) 

3 0-6 QUICK N' EASY (IRE) (285) Mrs S Gardner 5114 .Lucy Gardner (5) 

4 05 QUINCY MAGOO (IRE) (23) N King 6 11 4 .Lizzie Kelly (7) 

5 HELENPARK (IRE) P Henderson 61011.R Johnson 

6 52 MIDNIGHT SILVER (88) J Snowden 5 10 11 .BJ Powell 

7 CALIN DU BRIZAIS (FR) N Hawke 410 8.T Scudamore 


BETTING: 8-13 Midnight Silver, 11-4 Calin Du Brizais, 8-1 Helenpark, 20-1 
Itsaboutime, 25-1 Quick N 1 Easy, 33-1 Quincy Magoo, A Bitter Affair. 


SOUTHWELL 


Sunday’s runners 


Going: Soft-Good to Soft in places 

O nfj 200 MEMBERSHIP AT SOUTHWELL GOLF 
C ■ UU CLUB NOVICES' HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
4). £9,000 added 5YO PLUS 3m 2f Penalty 
Value £5,848. 

101 3P6151 HOUNDSCOURT (IRE) (3) (C) Miss J Foster 8 12 1(7ex) ..Samantha 


Drake (5) 

102 1-113P LINE D'AOIS (IRE) (30) M Scudamore 71112.L Treadwell 

103 2111B5 FINISH THE STORY (IRE) (17) (CD) J Farrelly 9119 ... D Costello 

104 12/05- PRESENTING PADDY (IRE) (606) R Dickin 7119.C Poste 

105 21144F BLACK LILY (IRE) (5) C Bealby 7117.T Messenger 

106 0-5036 PADDY MULLIGAN (IRE) (43) J P Ferguson 6114 .A P McCoy 

107 3-3432 MR MCGREGOR (IRE) (17) Heather Dalton 7112 .Miss A Dalton (7) 

108 056 NORMAN BATES (63) Mrs C Bailey 6112.A Thornton 

109 000-40 MOORLANDS GEORGE (90) J Scott 7 101 .J M Davies 

110 P463P3 FLICHITY (IRE) (31) J Cornwall 1010 0 .J Cornwall (5) 


BETTING: 7-2 Houndscourt, 4-1 Paddy Mulligan, 11-2 Mr Mcgregor, 6-1 Finish The 
Story, 7-1 Black Lily, Line D'aois, 10-1 Norman Bates, 16-1 Moorlands George, 
Presenting Paddy, 33-1 Flichity. 

O qn 10 GOLF AT SOUTHWELL GOLF CLUB 
^ ■ ou HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 4). £6,000 added 
5YO PLUS 2m Penalty Value £3,899. 


201 5611P4 FRIZZO (FR) (57) (D) T Coyle 81112.D Costello 

202 305-5P SHOOTERS WOOD (IRE) (64) (D) D Pearson 11 11 12 J Cornwall (5) 

203 235-32 RUSSBOROUGH (FR) (32) Miss V Williams 61111 .A Coleman 

204 -P236P SANDS COVE (IRE) (48) (D) C Mann 81110 .T Dowling (10) 

205 -46145 HOPEAND (72) (CD) C Pogson 101011 .APogson 

206 263453 MOLKO JACK (FR) (15) (CD) M Mullineaux 1110 0.B Poste (5) 


BETTING: 6-4 Russborough, 15-8 Molko Jack, 7-1 Sands Cove, Frizzo, 10-1 
Hopeand, 25-1 Shooters Wood. 

q f|f| PLAY GOLF AT SOUTHWELL GOLF CLUB 
O. UU NOVICES' HURDLE (CLASS 4). £7,000 added 
4YO PLUS 2m Penalty Value £4,549. 

301 1 BURTONS WELL (IRE) (135) Miss V Williams 6 11 8 ...A Coleman 


302 412 ZIP TOP (IRE) (25) (D)(BF) J P Ferguson 6118.A P McCoy 

303 6 CARLO ROCKS (IRE) (25) Mrs C Bailey 5112.A Thornton 


304 CRICKEL WOOD (FR) (FI 25) C Longsdon 5112.D Jacob 

305 FP/F-P DONTUPSETTHERHYTHM (IRE) (38) M Chapman 10 11 2J Cornwall 

(5) 

306 KILLIECRANKIE N Henderson 7112.N De Boinville (3) 

307 6 MYBOYALFIE (USA) (F10) J R Jenkins 8112.H Haynes 

308 330 NORTH COUNTRY BOY (44) P Niven 6 11 2 .B Hughes 

309 60- PRIMITIVE SAM (335) C Bealby 7112 .T Messenger 

310 212-23 RELIC ROCK (IRE) (47) (D)(BF) B Ellison 7112 .N Moscrop (5) 

311 SAM SPADE (IRE) (F15) D Shaw 5 11 2 .J M Davies 

312 BRIAN THE LION (F19) S A Harris 410 7.D Crosse 

313 52 LUCKY JIM (33) David Dennis 4 10 7 .G Sheehan 

314 45 SWEET SUMMER (31) J Holt 4 10 0.J Quinlan 


BETTING: 5-2 Zip Top, 3-1 Relic Rock, 4-1 Killiecrankie, 5-1 Burtons Well, 8-1 
Crickel Wood, Lucky Jim, 16-1 Myboyalfie, 33-1 North Country Boy, 50-1 others. 


qn southwell-racecourse.co.uk 

■ OU HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 3). £12,000 
added 4YO PLUS 3m 110yds Penalty Value 
£7,596. 


401 461 -15 NO PLANNING (36) (D) Mrs S Smith 81112 .C Bewley (5) 

402 110/22 EL DANCER (GER) (22) (D) Mrs L Wadham 11116 .D Costello 

403 1-2111 DESILVANO (32) (D) H Evans 6116 .L Treadwell 

404 2P-P62 SPEED MASTER (IRE) (51) (C) N Twiston-Davies 9112 .R Hatch (5) 

405 625256 CAPELLANUS (IRE) (21) (C) B Ellison 9110.C Gallagher (7) 

406 5-3123 DELGANY DEMON (23) (CD) N King 71010.T Whelan 

407 54-231 SPOOKYDOOKY (IRE) (30) (D) Jonjo O'Neill 710 9.A P McCoy 

408 1/10-P BUNCLODY (15) F Brennan 1010 5 .C Whillans (3) 


BETTING: 2-1 Spookydooky, 5-2 Desilvano, 6-1 El Dancer, 13-2 Speed Master, 10- 
1 Delgany Demon, No Planning, 14-1 Capellanus, 33-1 Bunclody. 


4.00 


501 0-1201 

502 PPP-13 

503 U65-5P 

504 4-454P 

505 30F-PP 

506 04660 

507 -0P652 

508 -00055 

509 65P10- 

510 205P32 


JUMP RACING AT SOUTHWELL HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS 5). £5,000 added 4YO PLUS 
3m 110yds Penalty Value £3,249. 

GILZEAN (IRE) (6) (D) A Hales 9 11 13(7ex).D Jacob 

CHAC DU CADRAN (FR) (58) (D)(BF) C Bealby 911 12 T Messenger 
ANDREO BAMBALEO (245) (D)(BF) C Bealby 11 11 12 .. .B Hughes 
QUINTANO (GER) (6) (D) Heather Dalton 71110. .Miss A Dalton (7) 

EL INDIO (IRE) (17) Miss C Dyson 8117.T Whelan 

GLOBAL DREAM (30) Mrs C Bailey 5116.A Thornton 

HOLLINS (29) A L Forbes 11110.J Wall (7) 

MYSTIC APPEAL (IRE) (34) J Scott 91013.D Prichard (7) 

ADILI (IRE) (F26) (D) M Appleby 61011 .J England (3) 

COOLANURE (IRE) (13) R Johnson 61011 .Mr T Dowson (7) 


511 P-6243 FOLLOW THE TRACKS (IRE) (17) (D) B Barr 7 10 9W Featherstone (7) 

512 60-060 CADGERS HOLE (33) Miss L Siddall 810 8 .TSiddall 

513 005-FP DOUGALSTAR (FR) (52) Jennie Candlish 610 8. .Peter Carberry (3) 

514 -5002P TISFREETDREAM (IRE) (73) (C)(D) P Pritchard 14 10 7 T Bellamy (5) 

515 P4P2P- REGAL PARK (IRE) (F66) Miss I Pickard 810 6 .J Banks (3) 

516 44-24P FROMTHETOP (IRE) (7) (D)(BF) M Scudamore 910 6 .1 Treadwell 

BETTING: 3-1 Gilzean, 4-1 Chac Du Cadran, 13-2 Follow The Tracks, 8-1 
Fromthetop, Andreo Bambaleo, 10-1 Adili, 14-1 Mystic Appeal, Hollins, 16-1 others. 

GOLF AND RACING AT SOUTHWELL SELLING 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 5). £5,000 added 
4YO PLUS 2m Penalty Value £3,249. 

ANOTHER TIPPLE (30) R Drake 51112 .Samantha Drake (5) 

TRIBAL DANCE (IRE) (215) J G O'Shea 91111 ... J Sherwood (5) 

AIR CHIEF (32) (D) A Crook 10118 .J Kington (3) 

MR LANDO (9) (D) G Elliott (IRE) 6117.A P McCoy 

CRAFTYBIRD (9) (D) D P Quinn 4111 .J Quinlan 

BATHCOUNTY (IRE) (25) (D) F Brennan 8110 .J Banks (3) 

POLVERE D'ORO (47) D Loughnane 51012.A P Cawley 

ROCKWEILLER (9) S A Harris 81011 .D Crosse 

TORTOISE (58) R C Guest 410 8 .J Greenall 

PHOENIX DES MOTTES (FR) (87) (C) J Cornwall 12 10 0 J Cornwall 

(5) 

BETTING: 13-8 Mr Lando, 11-2 Bathcounty, 6-1 Tribal Dance, Air Chief, 10-1 
Another Tipple, Rockweiller, 14-1 Tortoise, Polvere D'oro, 25-1 others. 

C fin FOLLOW SOUTHWELL-RACES ON TWITTER 
U. UU -NEWCOMERS' STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS 5). £3,000 added 4 to 5YO 2m 
Penalty Value £1,949. 


01 AMBER SPYGLASS G Bravery 5115 .J Quinlan 

02 AMIRR (IRE) J P Ferguson 5115 .A P McCoy 

03 DOCTOR'S ORDERS (IRE) Mrs L Wadham 5115 .D Costello 

04 BONELLI'S WARBLER Stuart Edmunds 5 10 12 .SP Jones 

05 SHINING MOMENT C Kellett 51012.D Crosse 

06 WISHING WIND N Henderson 5 10 12 .N De Boinville (3) 

07 HOLLY BUSH HENRY (IRE) Tom Lacey 41010.R T Dunne 

08 ISLA Dl MILANO (IRE) H Whittington 41010.P N O'Brien (7) 

09 WILL O'THE WEST (IRE) H Daly 4 10 10 .J Greenall 

10 LATE NIGHT LILY D Skelton 410 3.H Skelton 


BETTING: 15-8 Amirr, 9-4 Wishing Wind, 7-1 Late Night Lily, 10-1 Will O'the West, 
Doctor's Orders, 14-1 Holly Bush Henry, Isla Di Milano, 16-1 Bonelli's Warbler, 25- 
1 others. 


4.30 

601 000 

602 5540-6 

603 520610 

604 35P0U5 

605 3103P0 

606 065-56 

607 5-00 

608 P-6000 

609 0050 

610 25-PPP 


Mr looks the 
main man 

MR MCGREGOR can give Southwell punters 
an early shot in the arm by winning the 
opening race at the Nottinghamshire circuit. 

Trained in Shropshire by the capable 
Heather Main, the seven-year-old did more 
than enough on his fencing bow to warrant 
support in the £200 Membership At Southwell 
Golf Club Novices’ Handicap Chase. 

Sent off an 11-2 chance in an extended three- 
and-a-quarter-mile novices’ handicap chase, 
Mr McGregor jumped pretty well from the out¬ 
set under Daryl Jacob. 

He did not really get going until late in the 
piece, though, and charged across the line to 
finish second, beaten just three-quarters of a 
length by Kings Apollo. 

The form from that Taunton race has been 
well advertised as the victor that day won well 
at Wincanton last weekend. 

Main’s former pointer has gone up 41b for 
this assignment, but that is hardly the end of 
the world for a horse who looks quite progres¬ 
sive in this sort of company. 

Soft ground will not be an issue, either. 

A strong field goes to post for the southwell- 
racecourse.co.uk Handicap Hurdle, but alle¬ 
giances are with Spookydooky. 

Jonjo O’Neill’s inmate impressed in arguably 
a better race than this at Doncaster in 
January, when he stretched seven lengths 
clear of stablemate At Reception. 

The seven-year-old is clearly not lacking in 
the stamina department, having previously 
shown up well at Ascot and at Newbury, and 
has enough range in artillery to overcome a 
91b rise. 

Russborough has been cherry-picked a most 
winnable opportunity in the £10 Golf At 
Southwell Golf Club Handicap Chase. 

The six-year-old is not a luminary at Venetia 
Williams’ Herefordshire stables, but he offered 
encouragement in two starts over fences at 
Catterick last month to indicate he can win off 
a mark of 119. 

It is hard to escape Silsol’s advances in the 
totepool National Spirit Hurdle at Fontwell. 

Paul Nicholls’ six-year-old fought valiantly in 
heavy ground at Ffos Las at the end of January 
to win the Welsh Champion Hurdle by five 
lengths from the reopposing Kayf Moss. 

There is more to come in what is a humdrum 
renewal of the Grade Two. 

SELECTIONS 

FONTWELL: 2.10 Leo Luna, 2.40 Regal Flow, 3.10 Silsol, 3.40 Rock The 
Kasbah, 4.10 Minella Theatre, 4.40 Carry On Sydney, 5.10 Midnight 
Silver. 

NAAS: 1.50 Prickly, 2.20 A Grey Matter, 2.50 Bishops Road, 3.20 All Hell 
Let Loose, 3.50 Twinlight, 4.20 Kilcrea, 4.50 Up For Review. 
SOUTHWELL: 2.00 MR McGREGOR (NAP), 2.30 Russborough, 3.00 
Burtons Well, 3.30 Spookydooky, 4.00 Gilzean, 4.30 Mr Lando, 5.00 
Amirr. 

DOUBLE: Mr McGregor and Spookydooky. 


COACH HOLIDAYS 


Daily Echo 


C ’l Newmarket 

• Holidays 



The Grand National 

The World’s Greatest Steeplechase! 

Departs 10 April 2015 

Experience the drama of the world’s greatest steeplechase on this great value three-day coach break to Crabbie’s Grand 
National. This is your chance to be present at one of Britain’s most exciting sporting occasions, truly a unique experience. 
With admission to the Steeplechase Enclosure included in the price (up-grade to Tattersalls Enclosure bookable at a 
supplement), plus two nights’ accommodation and a visit to Chester, this weekend break is a sure bet! 

Price includes 

• Return coach travel •Two nights’ bed and English breakfast accommodation in a good quality hotel in the North West area 

• Admission to the Steeplechase Enclosure at Aintree (Tattersalls Enclosure upgrade bookable at a supplement) • A short 
visit to Chester • The services of a Tour Manager 


(§) www.newmarket.travel/ncsl 2084 (£) 0330 160 7751 quoting code NCS 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. 
Standard phone charges. 


flABTA 
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THE DAILY ECHO 


45 


Barclays Premier League 


A. Villa. 

. 1 Stoke. 

.2 

Sinclair 20 

Diouf 45, 

Moses 90 pen 

HT 1-1 


Att 31,880 

Chelsea. 

. 1 Burnley. 

.1 

Ivanovic 14 


Mee 81 

HT 1-0 


Att 41,629 

Crystal P. 

. 1 Arsenal. 

.2 

Murray 90 

Cazorla 8 pen, Giroud 45 

HT 0-2 



Hull. 

... 2 Q.P.R.. 

.1 

Jelavic 16, N’Doye 89 

Austin 39 

HT 1-1 



Man City. 

. L Newcastle... 

.L 

HTL-L 



Sunderlnd. 

.0 W.B.A. 

.0 

HT 0-0 


Att 40,943 

Swansea. 

. 2 Man Utd. 

.1 

Ki 30, Gomis 73 

Ander Herrera 28 

HT 1-1 




HOME AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L F 

A W 

D 

L F 

A Pt 

Chelsea 

26 

11 

2 

0 27 

5 

7 

4 

2 29 

17 60 

Man City 

25 

7 

3 

2 21 

12 

8 

4 

1 30 

13 52 

Arsenal 

26 

8 

3 

1 28 

11 

6 

3 

5 21 

18 48 

Man Utd 

26 

10 

1 

2 28 

10 

3 

7 

3 16 

16 47 

SAINTS 

25 

7 

3 

3 24 

8 

7 

1 

4 14 

9 46 

Tottenham 

25 

7 

2 

4 20 

15 

6 

2 

4 19 

19 43 

Liverpool 

25 

6 

5 

2 20 

13 

6 

1 

5 16 

16 42 

West Ham 

25 

7 

3 

3 20 

11 

3 

5 

4 16 

17 38 

Swansea 

26 

7 

4 

3 19 

15 

3 

3 

6 11 

19 37 

Stoke 

26 

5 

2 

5 16 

17 

5 

4 

5 14 

17 36 

Newcastle 

25 

5 

4 

3 18 

17 

3 

4 

6 13 

20 32 

Everton 

25 

3 

6 

3 17 

16 

3 

3 

7 14 

19 27 

Crystal P 

26 

3 

3 

7 14 

19 

3 

6 

4 14 

18 27 

W.B.A. 

26 

4 

3 

6 16 

19 

2 

6 

5 8 

15 27 

Hull 

26 

4 

3 

6 14 

16 

2 

5 

6 11 

19 26 

Sunderlnd 

26 

2 

7 

5 12 

18 

2 

6 

4 10 

18 25 

Q.P.R. 

26 

5 

4 

4 18 

16 

1 

0 12 9 

29 22 

Burnley 

26 

3 

5 

5 13 18 

1 

5 

7 12 26 22 

A. Villa 

26 

2 

5 

6 9 17 

3 

2 

8 4 19 22 

Leicester 

25 

2 

4 

6 13 17 

2 

1 

10 9 23 17 


SkyBet Championship 


Blackburn . 

...1 

Blackpool... 

.1 

Rhodes 14 



Hall 42 

HT 1-1 



Att 14,906 

Brentford. 

...3 

CHERRIES.. 

. 1 

Douglas 10, Pritchard 45 


Pugh 30 

Long 90 




HT 2-1 



Att 11,459 

Brighton. 

...4 

Birminghm. 

.3 

Teixeira 8,58 



Donaldson 13 

Calderon 50,85 



Thomas 76 




Novak 90 

HT 1-1 



Att 25,768 

Derby Cty. 

...3 

Sheff Wed .. 

.2 

Buxton 47,68 



McGugan 20 

Bent 77 pen 



Keane 55 

HT 0-1 



Att 31,628 

Huddersfld. 

...0 

Cardiff. 

. 0 

HT 0-0 



Att 12,798 

Ipswich . 

...0 

Reading . 

. 1 




Mackie 14 

HT 0-1 



Att 21,298 

Middlesbro. 

...0 

Leeds Utd... 

. 1 




Mowatt 3 

HT 0-1 



Att 25,531 

Millwall . 

...0 

Fulham . 

. 0 

HT 0-0 



Att 12,707 

Nottm For . 

...L 

Bolton 

L 

Burke 8,68 


Le Fondre 45 pen 

Antonio 17 




Lansbury 65 pen 




HT 2-1 



Att 22,441 

Watford . 

...0 

Norwich . 

. 3 



Grabban 65 pen,85 


Jerome 70 

HT 0-0 Att 18,602 

Wolves.5 Rotherham.0 

Afobe 21,63, Dicko 28 
Edwards 74, Sako 80 

HT 2-0 Att 20,336 

HOME AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L F A W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Derby Cty 

32 10 

4 

2 37 15 

8 

4 

4 27 18 62 

Middlesbro 

32 

9 

4 

3 29 10 

8 

5 

3 20 12 60 

CHERRIES 

32 

8 

5 

3 30 20 

9 

3 

4 36 15 59 

Ipswich 

32 10 

3 

3 25 10 

6 

6 

4 25 22 57 

Norwich 

32 

8 

5 

3 38 18 

8 

3 

5 24 18 56 

Watford 

32 

9 

3 

4 36 19 

8 

2 

6 27 21 56 

Brentford 

32 

9 

3 

4 28 19 

8 

1 

7 21 24 55 

Wolves 

32 

8 

4 

4 23 15 

6 

5 

5 20 25 51 

Nottm For 

32 

6 

5 

5 28 22 

5 

6 

5 23 25 44 

Blackburn 

32 

8 

5 

3 25 17 

3 

6 

7 17 25 44 

Leeds Utd 

32 

7 

4 

5 17 13 

4 

4 

8 17 27 41 

Sheff Wed 

32 

3 

8 

5 8 13 

6 

5 

517 18 40 

Reading 

32 

7 

3 

6 21 16 

4 

4 

8 15 30 40 

Charlton 

32 

5 

8 

3 20 16 

3 

7 

6 14 25 39 

Birminghm 

32 

5 

5 

6 19 26 

4 

7 

5 17 20 39 

Huddersfld 

32 

6 

5 

5 21 21 

4 

4 

8 20 32 39 

Cardiff 

32 

8 

3 

5 24 21 

1 

8 

7 14 23 38 

Bolton 

32 

7 

5 

4 28 21 

3 

2 11 13 31 37 

Fulham 

32 

7 

3 

6 25 20 

3 

3 10 19 35 36 

Brighton 

32 

4 

6 

6 21 23 

3 

7 

615 19 34 

Rotherham 

32 

5 

6 

5 21 23 

2 

7 

7 11 23 34 

Millwall 

32 

3 

5 

8 16 27 

4 

5 

7 12 21 31 

Wigan 

32 

2 

7 

7 15 20 

3 

3 10 13 25 25 

Blackpool 

32 

4 

4 

8 15 25 

0 

6 10 13 36 22 


SkyBet League One 


Barnsley. 

2 

Crewe. 

. 0 

Nyatanga 66 




Rachubka 79 og 




HT 0-0 



Att 8,635 

Bradford . 

1 

Walsall. 

.1 

Clarke 51 



Hiwula 74 

HT 0-0 



Att 13,534 

Colchester. 

3 

Bristol C... 

.2 

Lapslie 3 



Tavernier 50 

Bonne 14 



Flint 61 

Porter 26 




HT 3-0 



Att 4,300 

Fleetwood Tn.... 

2 

Notts Cnty 

.1 

McAlinden 25 



G Thompson 11 

Ball 62 




HT 1-1 



Att 3,529 

Leyton O. 

3 

Oldham. 

. 0 

Dossena 3 




Mooney 25 pen 




Simpson 90 




HT 2-0 



Att 4,423 

M K Dons. 

3 

Peterboro. 

.0 

Grigg 4, Reeves 30,45 



HT 3-0 



Att 11,162 

Port Vale. 

3 

Doncaster. 

.0 

Marshall 7 




Veseli 38 




Moore 87 




HT 2-0 



Att 5,713 

Preston. 

2 

Scunthorpe.0 

Johnson 57 




Gallagher 71 




HT 0-0 



Att 9,415 

Rochdale. 

1 

Chesterfld 

.0 

Henderson 65 




HT 0-0 



Att 2,967 

Sheff Utd. 

2 

Coventry... 

. 2 

Doyle 78 



Samuel 33,47 

Murphy 80 




HT 0-1 



Att 20,314 

Swindon. 

1 

Crawley. 

. 2 

Williams 58 



Wordsworth 5 




Tomlin 88 

HT 0-1 



Att 7,692 

Yeovil. 

2 

Gillingham 

.2 

Ugwu 21 



Marquis 49 

Morgan 90 pen 



Norris 87 

HT 1-0 



Att 4,293 


HOME 

AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F A 

W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Bristol C 

31 

12 

2 

2 31 13 

7 

5 

3 27 16 64 

M K Dons 

32 11 

3 

2 39 12 

7 

5 

4 27 19 62 

Swindon 

31 

9 

3 

3 27 15 

8 

3 

5 30 19 57 

Preston 

30 

8 

6 

1 

26 15 

8 

2 

5 20 13 56 

Sheff Utd 

30 

7 

5 

3 22 14 

7 

2 

6 21 21 49 

Bradford 

30 

5 

5 

6 20 21 

7 

4 

3 20 13 45 

Doncaster 

31 

5 

4 

6 

14 16 

7 

5 

4 24 21 45 

Fleetwood T 32 

6 

7 

3 

18 16 

6 

1 

914 17 44 

Oldham 

31 

7 

4 

4 

23 20 

4 

6 

6 18 24 43 

Chesterfld 

32 

7 

4 

5 

26 21 

4 

5 

7 18 23 42 

Gillingham 

32 

8 

4 

4 

29 23 

3 

5 

8 17 26 42 

Port Vale 

32 

8 

3 

5 

25 20 

4 

3 

9 16 25 42 

Rochdale 

29 

5 

3 

6 

18 17 

7 

2 

6 33 23 41 

Walsall 

31 

5 

5 

6 

18 20 

5 

6 

4 15 13 41 

Peterboro 

32 

6 

3 

7 

18 21 

6 

2 

8 20 22 41 

Scunthorpe 

30 

6 

2 

7 

17 21 

5 

5 

5 26 25 40 

Notts Cnty 

31 

4 

2 

9 

16 22 

6 

6 

417 17 38 

Barnsley 

31 

8 

2 

6 

29 24 

3 

3 

9 12 24 38 

Crewe 

32 

7 

3 

6 

17 24 

4 

2 10 15 31 38 

Colchester 

32 

4 

2 10 

19 28 

5 

5 

6 20 25 34 

Coventry 

31 

4 

7 

4 16 20 

3 

5 

8 16 23 33 

Crawley 

32 

6 

5 

5 21 26 

2 

4 10 13 30 33 

Leyton O 

31 

3 

310 19 25 

5 

5 

5 22 23 32 

Yeovil 

32 

3 

6 

7 10 22 

4 

2 10 15 25 29 


SkyBet League Two 


Wimbledon. 

3 

Luton.2 

Potter 28 


Stockley 45 

Bulman 42 

Connolly 90 


Lee 68 

HT 2-1 


Att 4,050 

Bury. 

Tutte 75 

1 

Hartlepool.0 

HT 0-0 


Att 3,172 

Cambridge. 

2 

POMPEY.6 

Mendez-Laing 22 


Wallace 2 

Simpson 54 


Tubbs 24,45,81 
Robinson 33 
Taylor 74 

HT 1-4 


Att 6,528 

Carlisle. 

2 

Wycombe.3 

Dempsey 67 


Pierre 28 

Grainger 82 pen 


Onyedinma 62 
McClure 65 

HT 0-1 


Att 4,021 

Dagenham. 

1 

Burton Albion.3 

Jakubiak 67 


McGurk 71 
El Khayati 75 
McCrory 90 

HT 0-0 


Att 1,718 

Exeter. 

1 

Plymouth.3 

Davies 45 


R Reid 27,57 pen,71 

HT 1-1 


Att 7,440 

Newport C'. 

0 

Morecambe.1 

Redshaw 8 

HT 0-1 


Att 2,883 

Northmptn. 

3 

York.0 

Hackett 4, Moloney 48 
Toney 89 


HT 1-0 


Att 4,694 



GOAL: Stoke’s Victor Moses (top) celebrates after teammate 
Marne Biram Diouf scored their side’s first of the game against 
Aston Villa. 


Oxford Utd.3 

MacDonald 31,54 
Hylton 63 pen 
HT 1-0 

Stevenage.4 

Deacon 30 
Walton 74 pen 
Kennedy 86 
Parrett 90 
HT 1-0 

Tran mere.2 

Donnelly 29 
Holmes 32 
HT 2-0 


Mansfield.0 


Att 6,954 

Southend.2 

Pigott 49 
Corr 56 pen 


Att 3,918 

Shrewsbry.1 

Goldson 82 
Att 5,987 


HOME AWAY 



p 

W 

D 

L F 

A 

W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Burton Alb 1 

32 12 

2 

2 23 

8 

7 

5 

4 23 20 64 

Shrewsbry 

32 13 

3 

0 32 

6 

5 

4 

7 14 16 61 

Wycombe 

32 

7 

5 

4 19 15 

9 

6 

1 26 12 59 

Luton 

32 10 

4 

2 24 

9 

5 

6 

515 18 55 

Southend 

32 

7 

6 

3 15 

7 

8 

3 

5 21 23 54 

Plymouth 

32 10 

3 

3 25 

7 

5 

4 

715 16 52 

Bury_ 

32 10 

3_ 

3 26 15 

_ 5_ 

_4_ 

7 17 20 52 

Newport C 

32 

8 

5 

3 24 

15 

6 

3 

7 15 23 50 

Stevenage 

32 10 

2 

4 28 

18 

4 

4 

8 18 23 48 

Northmptn 

32 

9 

2 

5 31 

20 

4 

3 

9 20 22 44 

Morecambe 

32 

6 

5 

5 17 

16 

6 

3 

717 16 44 

Wimbledon 

31 

8 

3 

5 28 

21 

4 

5 

615 21 44 

Exeter 

33 

5 

6 

6 22 

24 

6 

4 

6 21 24 43 

POMPEY 

31 

8 

3 

4 24 

14 

2 

7 

7 12 21 40 

Acc Stanley 

31 

7 

3 

5 21 

21 

5 

1 

10 19 30 40 

Cambridge 

31 

6 

2 

7 25 

19 

4 

5 

7 21 25 37 

Oxford Utd 

32 

5 

5 

6 21 

19 

4 

5 

715 21 37 

Dagenham 

32 

5 

2 

9 17 

22 

5 

5 

6 19 22 37 

Mansfield 

32 

7 

5 

4 17 

14 

2 

3 

11 9 27 35 

Tranmere 

31 

5 

6 

5 21 

19 

3 

4 

8 11 19 34 

Carlisle 

32 

6 

2 

8 24 

28 

4 

1 

11 16 28 33 

York 

32 

2 

8 

6 12 

17 

4 

6 

6 19 23 32 

Cheltnham 

32 

3 

7 

6 15 21 

4 

3 

9 13 27 31 

Hartlepool 

32 

4 

4 

8 15 25 

2 

2 12 9 29 24 

| Scottish Premiership | 


Aberdeen.3 St Mirren.0 

Rooney 21,48 
Reynolds 66 

HT 1-0 Att 14,720 

Dundee Utd.0 St Johnstn.2 

O’Halloran 9,44 

HT 0-2 Att 7,623 


Inverness CT.3 

Shinnie 18 
Ross 33 
Williams 52 
HT 2-2 

Motherwell.0 

HT 0-1 


Kilmarnock.3 

Eccleston 20 
Slater 45 
Obadeyi 61 
Att 2,912 

Dundee.1 

P McGinn 12 
Att 4,282 


Partick.1 Ross Cnty.3 

Taylor 68 Curran 11, De Vita 65 

Fraser 71 

HT 0-1 Att 2,951 





HOME 


AWAY 


p 

W 

D 

L F A 

W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Celtic 

24 

8 

2 

1 23 6 10 

1 

2 25 7 57 

Aberdeen 

26 

9 

2 

2 28 12 

9 

1 

3 19 9 57 

Inverness 

26 

8 

4 

2 21 14 

8 

0 

419 12 52 

Dundee Utd 

25 

9 

1 

2 25 12 

5 

2 

6 23 23 45 

Hamilton 

27 

6 

3 

5 23 16 

6 

2 

5 16 19 41 

Dundee 

27 

4 

6_ 

4 19 19 

6_ 

3 

4 20 19 39 

St Johnstn 

26 

6 

1 

6 14 15 

5 

3 

5 10 12 37 

Kilmarnock 

26 

6 

1 

6 17 18 

3 

5 

5 12 17 33 

Partick 

26 

4 

4 

6 22 18 

2 

3 

7 11 17 25 

Ross Cnty 

26 

_2_ 

010 12 25 

_2_ 

_6_ 

6 15 27 18 

St Mirren 

27 

0 

2 12 7 23 

5 

J 

7 14 23 18 

Motherwell 

26 

3 

2 

7 7 17 

2 

1 

11 11 33 18 

| Scottish Championship | 


Cowdenbth.0 Alloa.2 

Falkirk.2 Livingston.0 

Hibernian.3 Dumbarton.0 

Queen Sth.1 Hearts.2 


Scottish League One 


Forfar.1 Dunfrmline.0 

Morton.2 Stranraer.0 

Peterhead.2 Ayr Utd.0 

Stenhsmuir.0 Airdrieonians.2 

Stirling A.0 Brechin.1 


Scottish League Two 


Albion R.0 E Stirling.1 

Annan Athletic . 2 Arbroath.0 

East Fife.1 Clyde.1 

Elgin.4 Montrose.0 

Queen Park.L Berwick.L 


Grey panels indicate High-scoring games 
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Local non-league results 


FA TROPHY 
Semi-final, first legs: 

Bath City 2 North Ferriby Utd 2 
Wrexham 2 Torquay Utd 1 

VANARAMA FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Premier: 

Alfreton 2 Aldershot 3 

Barnet 1 Grimsby 3 

Bristol Rovers 1 Altrincham 0 

Chester 0 Eastleigh 1 

Dartford pp Gateshead 

Dover Athletic 2 Southport 2 

FC Halifax 1 Braintree 0 

Forest Green Rovers 3 AFC Telford Utd 0 

Nuneaton 0 Kidderminster Harriers 0 

South: 

Basingstoke 0 Bishops Stortford 1 
Famborough 2 Eastbourne Borough 1 
Havant & Waterlooville 1 Maidenhead Utd 1 
Hayes & Yeading pp Staines 
Hemel Hempstead pp Chelmsford 
Sutton Utd pp Bromley 
Wealdstone pp Gosport Borough 
Weston-super-Mare 1 Boreham Wood 4 
Whitehawk 2 St Albans 1 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier: 

Arlesey 2 Burnham 1 
Banbury Utd 2 Dunstable 1 
Bideford 1 Dorchester 0 
Biggleswade pp Cambridge City 
Chippenham 2 Slough 0 
Corby 3 Frame 0 
Histon pp Chesham Utd 
Hungerford 1 Redditch Utd 1 
St Neots 6 Hitchin 2 
Truro 2 Poole Town 2 
Weymouth 2 Cirencester 0 
Division One South & West: 

Bashley 0 Larkhall 2 
Bishops Cleeve pp Stratford 
Cinderford 1 Yate 0 
Didcot 2 Tiverton 2 
Evesham 2 Wimborne 2 
Fleet Town 1 Clevedon 1 
Mangotsfield 2 North Leigh 3 
Merthyr Town 1 Bridgwater 2 
Sholing 3 Swindon Supermarine 5 
Taunton 2 AFC Totton 1 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier: 

AFC Portchester 2 Hamworthy Utd 0 
Andover Town 4 Whitchurch 3 
Bemerton HH 2 Horndean 0 
Brockenhurst 2 Fawley AFC 3 
Fareham Town pp Blackfield & Langley 
Folland Sports 3 Christchurch 1 
Lymington Town 4 Alresford 1 
Totton & Eling pp Petersfield Town 
Verwood 5 Newport loW 0 
Division One: 

Andover NS pp Tadley Calleva 

Cowes Sports 6 Laverstock & Ford 0 

Fleet Spurs 4 Amesbury 2 

Hythe & Dibden 1 Downton 1 

Ringwood 2 New Milton 4 

Romsey 3 East Cowes Vies 3 

Team Solent 2 US Portsmouth 0 

PUMA ENGINEERING HANTS PREMIER 

LEAGUE 

Premier Division: 

AFC Stoneham 6 Clanfield 2 
Bush Hill 0 Otterbourne 1 
Fleetlands pp Paulsgrove 
Liphook Utd 2 Stockbridge 0 
Liss Athletic 2 Hedge End Rangers 4 
Locks Heath 3 Colden Common 2 
Overton Utd 0 Baffins Milton Rovers 2 
QK Southampton 2 Hamble Club 4 
Winchester Castle 3 Headley Utd 1 
Division One: 

Broughton 0 Netley Central Sports 6 

Cadnam 3 Upham 0 

Four Marks 7 Andover Lions 2 

Infinity pp AFC Petersfield 

Lyndhurst pp Michelmersh &Timsbury 

Combination: 

Clanfield 0 Fleetlands 1 

Hamble Club 0 AFC Stoneham 1 

Headley Utd 0 Overton 3 

Hedge End Rangers pp Winchester Castle 

Otterbourne 1 Liphook 2 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 

Wyvern Challenge Cup, quarter-final: 

Moneyfields pp Hythe & Dibden 

Premier Division: 

AFC Totton 1 Bemerton HH 0 
Division One East: 

Alton 3 Folland Sports 3 
Horndean pp Tadley Calleva 
Division One West: 

East Cowes Vies pp Blackfield & Langley 
Fawley AFC 1 Lymington Town 1 

Wyvern Shield, league phase: 

(B) Petersfield Town pp Verwood 

(c) Newport loW pp Sholing 

DREW SMITH SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 

Junior League Cup, semi-final: 

East Boldre 1 Sporting Wessex 1 aet 
(Sporting won 2-4 on pens) 

Premier: 

Durley 3 Hedge End Tn 0 
Supplementary Cup: 

Compton Res 1 Bishopstoke 3 
London Airways 1 Upham Res 0 
New Forest 2 Knightwood Utd 2 (New Forest 
won 5-4 on pens) 

Nursling 5 BTC Soton Res 0 


POOLS 

CHECK 
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Feature TourX 
12 Apr 
Disneyland 
Resort Paris 
4 day 

. £309 y 




MARCH LATE AVAILABILITY 


06 & 13 
08 Mar 
08 Mar 
09 Mar 

15 Mar 

16 Mar 
16 Mar 
16 Mar 

20 Mar 

21 Mar 
23 Mar 
23 Mar 
23 Mar 
EASTER 
03 Apr 
03 Apr 
04 Apr 


Mar : Bournemouth self drive 
Austrian House Party "drinks inc." 
Springtime in Scotland 
Bournemouth 
St Patrick's House Party 
Torquay at leisure "Cosy Break" 
Rhyl, Snowdonia & Chester 
Scarborough & The Moors 
Dinan & St Malo mini tour 
Luxury on Lake Garda 
Jersey by sea 
South Wales - Tenby 
Torquay spring break 
BREAKS 
Yorkshire 
Derbyshire 
Mystery Tour 


3 day 
8 day 
6 day 
day 
day 
day 
day 
day 

day from 
8 day 
5 day 
5 day 
5 day 


4 day 
4 day 
3 day 


£75 

£555 

£329 

£139 

£399 

£195 

£179 

£265 

£94 

£549 

£269 

£249 

£189 

£215 

£212 

£169 


Call now for full details and to receive your brochure with 
our wide range of additional UK and Continental tours 

Oaktree House, Lowford, Bursledon, 
Southampton, S031 8ES England 

Telephone: 

023 8040 4536 or 8040 3866 

Email: bookings@angelaholidays.co.uk 
www. angelaholiday s .co.uk 


The Luzborough 

Luzborough Lane, Romsey S051 9AAI 01794 523816 

www.luzborough.romsey.co.uk 

to book and view our menus 


Monday evening from 6pm Pudding Club, 
enjoy a free sweet with any main meal 

Tues steak and drink 11 am-10pm from £11.29 

Weds curry and drink 11 am-10pm £8.99 

3 Course set menu £9.99 from 11am Mon to Fri* 

Sunday roast served from 11am 
roast sirloin of beef, pork belly, lamb shank and turkey 

Quiz Night Sunday 8pm cash prizes 

Full menu served from 11am all day till 10pm 

Dogs welcome on a lead 
Managers discretion is final 
*excludes bank holidays 


SUNDAY 
CLASS 
1 st CLASS! 



Served between 12pm - 4pm. 
Booking advisable. 

Call 01489 787700 

visit www.botleighgrange.com 

BOTLEIGH GRANGE 

HOTEL & SPA 


The Botleigh Grange Hotel & Spa 

Grange Road, Hedge End, Southampton, Hampshire. SO30 2GA 




Sunday 1st March 2015 

Grand Harbour Hotel - Southampton 


* 10am-5pm * Free Car Parking 

* 6 Platform shows * Book Signings 

* Workshops * Tarot & Reiki 

* Demonstrations * Prize Draws 

Call Us On 023 9388 0074 
Book Now www.shfayres.co.uk 
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The Ultimate 80s Festival returns to Southampton Common on Saturday 11th July 2015. Let's Rock 


Southampton! brings a huge line-up of artists to bring you the very best of the 80s, and with an action 


packed day of general 80s madness, there's loads to do for everyone at this Family Friendly Festival 


2015 will see our new look, funky 80s themed VIP enclosure. Pay a visit to our 80s stylists for the ultimate 
80s makeover or simply kick back and relax in our comfy chill out zone or enjoy the outdoor seating area. 
Fancy dress is recommended, but not compulsory! 


Gates open 11am 


Festival starts 12pm 


For further information and 


to book please visit 

www.letsrocksouthampton.com 
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the GROVE 

natural therapy centre 


• McTimoney Chiropractic 

• Colonic Hydrotherapy 
•Acupuncture 
•Nutrition 

• Massage And Many More 

For FREE 

e-brochure please ring 

023 8058 2245 

www.grovetherapy.com 

Email: admin@grovetherapy.com 

22 Grosvenor Road, Highfield, Southampton, SOI7 1RT. 



023 8058 2245 
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Field Palmer is your local, independent 
estate agent with an experienced, 
dedicated team of staff who pride 
themselves on providing an excellent 
service selling and letting property. 


We are looking for all types of property 
to satisfy an increasing demand. If you are 
considering a move, contact your local office 
for a free, no-obligation valuation. 


023 8042 2600 
023 8078 0787 
023 8039 3255 
023 8071 0402 


Bitterne: 

Shirley: 

Woolston 

Lettings: 


fieldpalmer 

ESTATE AGENTS 


Professional service and a fair price 


Successfully selling and letting 
across Southampton 


Visit our website! 


fieldpalmer.com 
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